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Out of the three boob so delivered, the Registrar of Booh.s \\aS required 
to dcpo:;ir one copy each in a separate library meant to serve ac; a reference 
library. and to fof\\anl the remaining t''o copies to the Cen tral Government. 
The rules further stipulated that a cata logue of books printed within the 
Territory should be maintained by the Registrar of Book<;. Once every quarter, 
the cata logue of booh.<. publi hcd during the said quarter ought to be published 
in the GaLelle. The functions of the Press Registrar arc performed by 
the Director or Informa tion. Publicity and Tourism in Pondichcrry. In the 
outlying regions. the function~ arc performed by the Administrators. Declara­
tions for starting newspapers are fi led before the Additional District Magistrate 
(Executive). 

III . Voluntary social scnicc organisations 

In the early days. the sy..,tcm of charit) "'" so clo~cly kn it to the 
social fabric that merchants had to 'cr apart a ~mall percentage of the price charged 
for the goods lo\\ards public charity. The joint fami ly system provided for 
the care of the ~icL the indigent and the disabled \\ithin its fold. The benevolent 
among the rich sought to perpetuate their name\ not only by in'\tituti ng 
choultries to provide shelter for wandering merH.Iicants and pilgrims but also 
by cndo\\ ing propcrtic in fa,our of choultric!-. mutts. temples, etc. for feedi ng 
the poor. In the~e age o ld practices we may perhaps identify the earliest 
traces of voluntary social sen icc. Only some of these benevolent instituti ons ha\'C 
survived, "hile the rc"t have either been gobbled up by their parasitica l pro­
genies or successor!> or have become defunct. 

With the advent of printing and the gro\\ th of literac) and the conse­
quen t spread of h. no" ledge. people came to be swayed by new ideas and 
ideal-.. The) slo\\1) came together to seck furtherance of their idca l:o. through 
organised cn·orts. Thus sprung up instituti ons for the advancement for certain 
castes. for the spread of literacy. uplift of the do\\ n-trodden, etc. Certain 
organisation<; "ere formed for the encouragement of ~ports. language. literature 
a. well as resea rch in \arious branchc~ of studies. etc. Thcrc arc no" deno­
minationa l a' \\CII a~ non-denominational inc;titutions in all or these categories. 

The missionaric" were also il1\ ohcd in organi~ed en·on s to provide relief 
to the ~id. the indigent a nd the Ji:,ablcd. Father l\1ichcl Ansaldo. the Jesuit 
"ho came to Pondichcrry in I 750 may be called the progenitor of the Congrega­
tion of St. louis de Gonzaguc. The ~i!>tcr-; or the Congregation of SL Joseph 
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de Cluny started their carreer in Pondic.:herry as early a.; in 1827. The famous 

Fr. Loui ~ Savinien Dupuis founded the Congregation of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary in 1844. The si'\ters of l\lissions Etrangcrcs were the last to enter 
the arena in 1948. Besides these Congregations some of the parishes also have 
evinced interest 111 socio-ameliorative work. 

The last quarter or the nineteenth century \\ itne:>scd the birth or many 
organi~ations ucvoteu to the cause of variou-; religions. language:>. castes or 
groups. For imtance, the 'Socit\tc de Sccourc; mutucls des crt'·olc~·; "as started 
in I ~S3 for helping the creolcs. and 'Madjemaoul-mouh~inil mouminine' for 
helping the muslims and the 'Socictt'· '\1utucllc des Hindou<> Chr\-ticns de caste' for 

the benefit of caste Christians. Valangamougattar~ and rcncncants started the 
'Socidt: Progrcssiste des renom;anb ct Valangnimou;,:attars' in the year I 893. 
'Sanerore Koula Sangam' ( 1927), 'Sengoumlar Sangamc' (1929). ·vaisia Valibar 
Sang.am of Karaikaf' (1930). 'Vai.,~ia Samadjam' ( 1933) and ' traridjana Seva 
Sangham' (1937), 'Socictt'· d"Education de Ia .Jetmcssc·. •Socit~f,~ d'Encouragement 
Mutuel pur le<> Etudes Secondaires ct Supt:ricures', 'Alliance t~ducativc des 

Vannias'. 'Societe instruct ive sou~ lc nom de Tamijetallir' ' Poudouvai Tamije 
Kal\ i Sangamc· <l nd "Kah i Kajagome' were all ...tarted fN the educational 

and cultural advancement of di!Tcrent segments or the ponulation. A brier 
account or the voluntary organisations and mi...sionary in•aitutiono; "hich arc 
engaged in :;ocia l service activities 111 the Terri tory i-. prc~ented in the 
following pnragr:~phs : 

\'ocit':tc Progressiste de /'Jude• fi·al/(:aise : The -;ocicte was started on 
2 March 1880 for the avowed purpose of popularising French language and 
culture. lt played an important role in the educational advancement of the 
Hindus. It \\CI S through the enort<; or this societe that upper primary ed uca­
tion and teacher training courses were introuuced in Coll~ge Calve. lt made 
some monetary contributions to the euucational projects sponsored by the 

administration. A o;chool was also opened in its premises. Scholarships were 
awa rded to deserving students for pursuing their studies. ln 1904 the school 
had to be closed down for ''ant of resources. However it was reopened in 
192 1 thanks to a donation of Rs. 5,000 given by T.S. . annaya Bagavathnr, 
a leading merchant of the to,,·n. The <;ociely utili ed the income derived from 
t he investment of about Rs. 30.000 and the rent from a building owned by 
jt for carrying on i t~ activities. An E\ecutive Committee managed the alfairs 

of this oci t:tc. 
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Soci\:tl: cle Secvurs ~furuels des Cr\:oh·\· : T his societe was authorised by lhe 
arreti' of I March I 883. It extended fi nancial as~ istance to destitute crt·olcs 
in the tO\\ n. A recipient of !> ubventio n during the French period, the societe 
was listetl as one of he institutions eligible for llnam;ial us istance under 
the Indo-French Agreement. 

Rel'\:il Social: This organisation was launchetl on 20 .I uly l907, by ~orne 

of the enlightened citizens or the town for the benefit o f the members of the 
depressed classes. This society drew the attention of the then administra tion 
to the appalling conditions or the socially backward classes living in the 
villages in the matter of drinl-.ing water and educationa l facilities. At the 
instance 0r the very strong representations made by this -;ocicty, may wells 
were d ug in the areas occupied by the depressed classes to ensure the supply 
of drinking \\ater. Elemen tary schools were openetl in Gudappakkam, Poraiyur, 
P oomiampet a nd Orlayanpet villages. This association also succeeded 111 

persuading the atlmi nistrulion to issue the dt:crct of 16 June 1937 \\hich 
prohibiteJ .1 11 rcicrcnces lo caste in the Elat-Ciri l record<;, etc. ln 1940 another 
ar rctt': \\':lS issued by the adm inistration to prohibit the use of such tlerogatory 

appellations as par:tcheri, parathcrou, etc. artcr vi llage name:; a nu o rdered 
that they -;hould be -;ubstiw tetl by ·pcth'. 

Several a.so!.:iation..; like the ·Foyer Scobirc ct Sportif ' (Quai de Ginjy), 
'Revcil Amicat · (Dupuypct) , ' La P leadc · (North Boulevard), ' Etoile de :Vlalin ' 
(Uppa lam Netaj inagar-T) ·Bharathi Nulagam· (Uppalam elajinagar- 11). 'Ajagiri 
Nulagam· (Pud uppalaiyam) and 'La Jcunc. sc Laborieuo;e' (Tiruvalluvarnagar) 

extended their co-operation to Revcil Social in carrying ou t an integrated programme 
for the spread of education among the socially depressed classes in the villages. 
Under the auspices of this organisation a !->eparate association called 'Solidaritr 
des Dames de I' I ndc F rnnc;-aisc' (Soliuarity of French Indian Women) was sta rted 
in 1937 to serve the women. This a~sociation has its own premises in rue La Porte 
(Pondicherry). Besides the rent collected by letting out its premises, its 
other sources of income included subscriptions and donations from the public 
and grants from the government. 

Cercle Sport({ Pollllicltcrien: Authorised by the arrete o r 28 February 1913. 
t his ·cerclc' started functioning the same year. chielly to encou rage sports and 
athletics in the e~tablishmen ts. In the fort ies however, this a. sociation took 
keen interest in educating the ch ildren belonging to the backward cia ses. T he 
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'Ccrcrc· has ib own building within the campu or Ouian-,alai (no\\ Anna thiJal). 
There were facil ities here for outdoor as \\ell as indoor games. Tournaments 
were also arranged by this body from time to time. 

Dina Poshaka Samajam. Ymuun : Thi samajam wa~ started in 193 1 "ith 
a view to spreading education among the deprc~seJ classes and to repre.en t their 
grievance<> to the administration. Tn 1949. the adminic;tration g:ne thi~ samajam 
a lum p sum grant for the construction of a building where a dltarma patasala 

was run for the benefit of poor harijan chi ld ren. The samajam also "orkcd 
for the social awakening of the depressed classes in the region through dramatic 
performance". A small library wa'> a lso maintained by the samajam. 

Arytt Vaissia Samac(iam: Started in 1933. the ~anwjam \\Ori-.ed for the 
welfare or members belonging to the Vysial community in the to" n. Recently 
it had been conducting Telugu classes for the benefit of the geni.!r:.tl public. 
A small library was also maintained in the premise~ of the samajam in Vyc;ial 
street. Now the building is used onl)' as a Community Hall \\here marriages 
arc held. 

f farijmw Se1•a Sanglwm : This sa.ngam was started in I he year 1933 by 
some of lhe en lightened citizens of Pondicherry "ho came to be influenced 
by the teachings or Mahatma Gandhi. The members of the sangam worked 
among the depressed classes who were mo. tly employed in the textile mills 
in the town. Members of the sangam \' i'iitcd harijnn -.illagc anJ taught them 
how to keep their villages clean and their houc;cs tidy. You ng boys and girls 
were taught to read and write. Thi-; sangam is 110\\ defunct. 

Blind Reli£1 Associatio11: Thic; Association \\U~ started in 1947 \\ith a 
vie\\ to pro,iding rel ief and rehabilitation to the blind anJ di~ahlcd. The I lome 
for the Blind, started by the Ao;sociation, wa<> tleclureJ open hy Governor 
Baron in 1947 with nine blind inmnte<.. They were given training in mat weaving, 
rope mat-ing and music. ~t ats and ropes produced b) the blind were sold to 
the public. The blind were provided \\ ith \\alt-.ing ~tiel-.'> and uniform-. by the 
Association. A guide appointed by the As-.ociation took them for \\:tlks 
outside the premises. Apart from the proceeds from the ~ale of products 
manufactured by the inmates. other sources of income indudcd donations. 
subscript ions and gra nts. The Central Social \\ clfarc Ad' isory BoarJ. Delhi 
gives an annua l gmnt for the maintenance of blind adults. The as... ociation 
is one of the recipienb of assi-,tancc from the Comit.:· de Bieufaic;ance, 
Pondicherry. The as. ociation is run b} a managing committee of fhc elected 
members. 



1507 ( VOLU fAR Y SOCIAL 'ERVICI! ORGA"'iS.\ riONS) 

V1·oma Ashram. Vil!iyanur : Vyoma Ashram at Kanuvapd in Villiyanur 
was e ·tabli:-.hed in 19-17 by Vyoma Munivar. Located in a 2-l-acre site, the 
ashram function<; a'> a "pi ritual and social ~crvicc centre. The inmates of the 
ashram were engaged in uch act ivi ties as agriculture and dairy-l':lrming, poultry­
farming and cottage iruJu~rries. The ashram abo maintained an orphanage, a nursery 
school, a primary school and a Sidd ha vaidyasala. 

Gallllhi Ka\'lllrba Orphanage. Villiymwr : This orpha nagc wa:, -;ta rted 
m 1952 !'or taking care of orphans and abandoned children rrom among 
harijans and others. The institution was managed by a Committee of nine 
member~ nominateJ by Vyoma Munivar, the head or Vyoma Ashram. Free 
education "ith boarding and lodging facilities was m<~de avai lable for I he orphans 
here. Some or the inmates were allowed to pursue their st udie!-t in high schools 
and colleges. Day--..cholars were a llowed to study in the day school conducted 
by the institution. A dining-hall was constructed in 1960 "ith the financial 
assistance cxtentlcd by the administration. The ushram al<>o a rranged the 
marriage of girls brought up by the a~hram. Its resou rces included donations, 
grants from government and the Central Social Welfare Advisory Board and 
income from agri\:ultural lnnds owned by the ashram. Recenlly the Central 
Go,·ernmcnl sanctioned a grant for the con.,truction or lwo cottage:. to accom­
modate the orphans. 

,\lagalir Ka:::/wgam, P01ulicherry: This kaLhagam wa~ rounded in 1948 
and was afliliated to the All India Women's Conference, ew Delh i. 

Two nur:.ery ~d10ols were run by this kaLhagam in Pondichcrry, one in 
Montor~icr Street and the other in San karadoss Street. The chiltlrcn were also 
pro' ided with mid-day meals. Classes were conducted for women in embroidery 
and garment making. Training in craftc; was given to grown-up girls. An elected 
nine-member managing committee managed the affairs of the kazhaga m which 
sub i ted on donations, sub::.criptions. a le proceeds and gran t . The Central 
Social Welll1re Board also extended finam:ial assistance lo this ka;hagam. 

r·alli Nilaya111: This organbation has been fu nctioning ill Pondicherry 
since 1951. The nilayam conducted a night school for school-going children 
and a library. It abo arranged debat ing contests, spor• s competitions, etc. A free 
medical check-up centre "as also :.tarted by the ni layam in January 1970 with 
the a~:-.i~tancc of two qualilied doctors. The ni layam also organised a nur cry 
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school in Nainiappa Pillai Street. Pondicherry to provide pre-basic educational 
facilities for children hailing from poor familie. It charged onl) a Ioken fee. 
The nilayam subsisted almost entirely on donations. 

Guild of Sen•ice, Pondicherry : The Pondicherry Branch of the Guild 
of Service affiliated to the Guild of Service (Central). M:tdras was formed 

in 1955. The services of the Guild were availed of for the di tribution 
of milk powder, wheat nour. cornmeal, oi l, etc .. donated by the Committee on Relief 
and Gift Suppliers, National Christian Council of .India. The Guild which was 

recently reactivated organised two creches for the benefit of children of working 
women and a bakery unit for providing jobs and training for unemployed youth. 

Training was also impa rted in tailoring and loy making for the physically 
handicapped. 

Guild ofSen· ice, Maire : The branch here was started in the year 1955. 
lt managed a Nursery School for the benefit or children and a tailoring school 
for girls. This is now defunct. 

Pondiclzerry State Wom-:n 's Association : This Assot iation, affiliated to 
the National Federation of Indian Wl)men. New Delhi, w:ts eslabli:.hed in 1955. 
This association organised a craft ··entre in Pondicherry town. Adult [ducalion 
Centres a t Nellitoppu a nd Uppalam and a Nurc;ery School at Kumaragurupallam. 
In the Adult Education Centres, classes were conducted in tailoring. embroidery, 
food preservation, mat-weaving. etc. The af1airs of this a~sociation were managed 
by an elected committee of thirteen members of whom six were office-bearers. 

The expenses were met from donations, subscriptions from member~. sale proceeds 
of handicraft products a nd grant~ sanctioned by the Central Social Welfare 
Board and the Pondicherry Administration. 

Pondicherry Council for Child We((are: Organised in 1957, it was affiliated 
to the lndian Council for Child Welfare in 196 1. To start with, the Council 

opened two nur ery schools and a C hildren's Recreation Centre. Later, four 
creches were started wi th the assistance received from the State Social Wel fare 
Board to look after children up to five years of working mothers. The 
Council organised a balwadi. a creche a nd a Recreation Centre at Gingisalai 
and a balwadi at Madukkarai. It also t:onducteJ a Bala:,evika Training Centre 
with financial assistance from the l ndian Council for Child Welfare. 

Gand/Ji Anbu Nilayam. Tirunallar: One Ammani Ammal of Tirunallar 
sta rted this nilayam on 2 February 1960, for the benefit of orphan and 
pestitute girls. An orphanage and a nursery school was run with the help 
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of donations and contributions from the founder-President and grant~ from the 
government. The management of the institution was taken over by the 
Tirun.allar Devnsthanam on 7 October 1968 and since the11 it wa~ running 
it under the name of ·Gandhi Nilayam·. 

Volontarim : Thi-. Voluntary Social Service Project ~tarted it-; operations 
111 Pondicherry 111 19(11. This has its headquarter~ in Liege. 
Belgium. It is an inter-denominational association financed by about 800 
benevolent Belgians. The project helpeu young people to realise their 
re-;ponsibility toward-. the poor. Madame Deblic who wa5 in charge of the 
project since its inception, adopted Uppalam village with 300 families about 
two kilometres from Pondicherry for implementing the project. The Project 
organised a Child Welfare Cli nic and a dispen!>ary for minor and common ailment~ 
with particular emphasis on the pre,ention of diseases and health education for 
children under seven yc~n·o; of age. Milk was dic;t•·ibutcd to children under the 
Special Nutrition Programme. Under the mid-day meal programme, about 
100 child ren were given mid-day meal with the food supplies received from 
Belgium. Clothes were distributed twice a year to the poor. In an attempt 
to instil the idea of self-help. male volunteers demonstrated the methods or 
building huts with thatched roofs and mud-walls with material!> supplied b} 
the Project. Students from some Universities in France came and worked here. 
Some of the vi llagers were given training in rope making, weaving, embroidc1y 
lace-work. doll making and wicker work a11d were paid wages for their work. 
Families were supplied with good breeds or poultry, pigs, sheep, etc. to impro'c 
their economic statuo;. While youngsters were fixed ur in various job~. adult~ 

were helped to find regular jobs. Jn an attem pt to rehabilitate some cureu 
lepers, they were rrovided with weaving equipment and material. The material 
produced , esrecially the hand-woven cloth, was partly sold locally and the re!> t 
sent to Belgium for sale. The Volontariat embarked on an ambitious plan 
of setting up a model vil lage with a poultry-farm, a milk co-operative, a fish 
breeding centre anu a tile manufacturing unit. Thi" voluntary organisation 
wa<t allotted a plot of land in Uppalam free of co c;t by the J!OVernment. 

Vil•ekancmda Nagar Ladies Club : This club was established in October 
1966 and registered in 1967 under the Societies Registration Act. The club 
organised an orphanage ::111d the inmates were provided food, clothing and shelter. 
They were also provided educational facilities. A nine-member managing committe~: 

attended to the activities of the club. As it had no regular sources of income 
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it~ expenses were met through subscriptions by members, donations from the public 
and collections from benefit performances. The club received grant-in-aid 
fro m the Government o f India for the construction of a building to 
accommodate the orphan'> and for the maintenance of four children. 

Kasrurba Sel'a Sangam : This sangam was formed o n 5 April 1962, the 

Tclugu New Year Day. Its ina uguration was marked by the opening of a 
bal\\adi for children. a ladies club and a night school for women. Initial 
difficulties in !>ecuring proper accommodation were overcome in January 1963, 
thank.:. to the generosity o f Senapathi Mudal iar who placed a t the disposal 
of the sangam, free o r rent a building for carrying on the activities of the 
sangam . Thic; irl!>litution which ca me into being through the initiative of 
Kamala Sharma. a Gan.dhian Social Wo rk.er, became defunct after her death in 
1973. 

.':iamhi Nursery School : This was a regi\tered body which provided pre­
basic ed ucation for poor childretl in the 2- 5 age group. The school stnrted 
functioning in a rented building a t Muttiyalupettai from 25 June 1966. The 
school had no o ther ~ource of income other than the tuition fee !> collected 
at the rate of Re. I p.m. per child. The deficit wa s met fro m collections 
through benefit s hows a nd donations from the public. The school was given 
a grant by the admi nistration during the year 1970 7 1. 

Indira Gandhi Mandram: The mand ram, started o n 12 Decem ber 1967, 
\\•o rked for the welfa re of children and women. The government extended littancial 
assistance to this mandram to run two balwadie:., one at Bharathi 
Street, Pondicherry and the other at Mel Sattamangalam, where p re-basic 
eJ ucatio nal facilities were provided for poor children in the 2!- 5 age group. 
Grown-up women were given training in tailoring. The mandram also maintained a 
creche with financia l assistance from the Government o f India. 

Oriental Women'.1 Assoc·iarion, Pillairottam : This As:.ociation, functioning 
since 3 May 1968, set up an o rphanage at Pillaitottam, Po ndichcrry. Amenities 

such as food, :.helter, clothing and education were provided fo r the inmates. 
The o rphanage was taken care of by an eight- member executive committee. 
This associa tion had no regular sources of income other than donations a nd 
subscriptions from members, until it tartcd receiving granL regularly from 
the admini:.tra tio n. 
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Ananda Ashram, Laspelfai : Tho ugh essentia lly an [nternatio nal Centn: 
for Yoga T ra ining a nd for the study of vedanta, the Ashram fo unded by 
Swami Gitananda in 1969 supported two local templec; a nd maintained a free clinic 
to ach ieve in tegra tion with the life o f the su rro undi r1g villages. T he Ashram 
published ' Yoga Life', a monthly journal and conducted correspondence course:-. 
o n Yoga. Donatio n!> received from Ind ia a nd abroad helped mecr the 

linancial needs of the a~h ram. A hostel wa'> run for the benefit of Yoga 
students. Tho~e who joined the ashram for ~ludy and trninrng met their O\\ n 

expenses. 

Rotary Club : The Rotary Clt~b of Pondichcrry, since itr, incept ion rn 
1956. implemented :.everal social welfare measures 111 and around 
Pondid1crry umler its programme or ·communit) Service·. Reside'> carrying 
on such activities a~ di~tribution of clothes. boob a nd other ~tationery item' 
to poor children. the blind and ir1digcnt patients in hospitab. the club a l~o 

tc\\t~rded prizes for meritoriou~ studcr1t<.. and well maintaincu oflkes and hvtel:-. 
in the town. T he cl ub also extended financial a~ istance for an orphanage run 
by a voluntary socinl service organi~ation. 

Rotaract Club : T he youth wing or the Rotar~ Club \VH'­

started o n 4 August 197 1. wi Lh abo ut 30 members. mo~tly students of 
local colleges. The members of th is cl ub evinced i ntere~t in the fie ld of ed ucat ion 
by ar ra nging free tu ition fo r poor ch ildren a nd cond ucting night schools. 1\ 

slum clearance project wa~ taken up a t Abh ishekapakkam, a vi llage a bout 12 km. 

a\\ay from Pond icherry. Health care of the children in the harija n colony '"'·' 
a ttended to by the fema le members of the cl ub. 

Lion ·s Club, Ponclicherry : The Lion ·s Club wh ich ~tarted opera ti ng 

since 27 December 1959 received its c ha rter o n 30 July 1%0. T he club had 
const r uc.ed bus-sto p shelters and a rest ho use for visito r~. donated a hear~c 

van to the General Hospita l. Po ndicherry, sewing machines to the Pol icemen ·~ 

Welfare Project a nd o ral vacci ne' to poor ch ild ren. The club awarded 
medals to ~tudents securing highest ma rks in public examinations. Fu rther. 
it ex tended fina ncial help to orthopaed ic patients m J IPME R, provided 
scho larships a nd interest-free loans lo poor studenlo;, d istributed spectacles to the 
poor with eye defects and as::.isteu cultu ral a nd sports activi ties in the town. 

The Pondicherry Society for the We(farc of Students : Thi ~ was fo unded 
111 196 1 to render help to the student community. The society gave interest­
free loans for poor students to p rosecute post-mat ric stud ies in Pond icherry. 
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A Student llealth Check-up Centre was run at Laspettai where medicines were 
5upplietl free of cost. The society a lso maintained a Book Bank for the 
benefit of poor :,tudents. The society raised its funds by holding exhibitions, 
festival foot-ba ll matches, variety entertainments, film-shows, rame~, etc. (l'ide 

C hapter XV, p. 1321 under 'Students' Welfare In ternational} 

Au fils cl'!m/ra: It maintained a tailoring and embroidery centre 
"here training as well as work opportunities were offered to young 
girls. A creche was maintained at Dubrayapet under its auspices. A 
huilding was constructed for the creche on a site donated by the munici­
pality. There was a clinic attached to the creche which wa::. run by t he 
go\'ernment. Prior lo 1970, the clinic was run by this ins.itut:on. However. 
the pay of helpers in the clin.ic is met by this institution. The institution took 
care of cured lepers who were supplied clothes anLI provided w ilh linancial 
assistance to set up their homes and engage themsclvc in profitable avocations. 

Besides providing "ork Lo cured lepers, cash doles were also given lo 
them. The expenditure on the education or the children of the cured lepers 

was also met by this institution. A night school was run for school children 
as wel l as adults. 

The Junior Chamber: The Pondicherry Junior Chamber was started in 
the year 1969. The Jaycees evinced a great deal of interest 111 blood 
donation campaigns, elocution competitions, donation of clothes for poor 
patients, city cleanliness ca mpaign, etc. 

Kalliula Nehm Madlwr Scmglwm, Kadirkamam : This sa ngham, c:,t.tblislled 
in 1969, maintained a balwadi and a creche and provided training in tailoring 

and embroidery for women. The sangham received financial assistance 
ffo m the administration, the State Social Welfare Advisory Board and the 
Department or Social Welfare and the Government of India for carrying on itS 
activities. 

All India Women's COI!fi.•rence, Pondichen-y Branch : The Pondichcrry 
Branch of the All India Women's Conference \\ hich started operating in the 

Territory from 9 June 1971. was chieny engaged in organbing the rural women 
fo lk into associations known as ·Madhar Sanghams' in order to channeli ·c 
their interest towards social well-being. Since then, the Pondichcrry IJranch 
with its main centre located at Ariyankuppam has organised a large number 
of Madhar Sanghams in the rural areas of Pondicherry and Karaikal. 
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Social We((arc Sen•ices Society, Pondicllerry : This society which came 
into existence in September 1970 sought to promote the welfare of the poor aod 
the physically handicapped by providing facilities for free medical trcatm('nt, 
by conducting free eye. dental, surgical and other camps, and by rendering 

assistance to the poor affected by natural calamities. The society a lso operated 
a Drug 'Bank and a Milk Distribution Centre each at Vaithikuppam and 

K urichchikuppam . The affairs of the society were managed by an eight-member 
governing body in accordance with the bye-law-; framed for the purpose. 

Arignar Ambedkar l/aignar Seerthimtfla Mandram , Korkk(({lu : This mandram 
started in 1971. engaged itself in such activities as educating the people on 
family planning. eradicating the evils of untouchability, etc. ll also maintained an 

adult school. 

C.A.S.A. (Chri.~tiau Agency for Social Action) : This agency arranged 
for the di . tribution of free food donated b) the Church World Service and 
Lutheran World Relief under the 1951 fndo-Amcrican agreement to variou<> 
Voluntary Organisations in the Territory through its contact persons since 1968. 
About fifty centres in Pondicherry region received free food material from this 
agency. The activities of this organisation in the Territory were wound up 
ll1 1972. 

Dr. Ambedkar Reading r Room and Nigllt School, Ablzisllekapakkam : This 
institution, started in 1974. worked for the uplift of the weaker sections in 

Abhishekapakkam. 1t organised a reading-room and a night school in the village 
to provide adult education for the villagers. Tt a lso maintained a creche for the 
children of working women in the locality. 

A111i-Untonchability JIJ o l'ement , Pondicherry : This i nsti tu tion registered 
in 1974 functioned from 3/ 11 1et'lji Nagar, Pondicherry. ll worked for the advance­

ment of :.chcdulcd castes in all walks of life. This body maintained three creches 
for the benefit of working \\Omen's children in the !>Urrounding areas wi th the 
financial assi~tance extended by the Government of Ind ia. 

Tibetan Welfare Society, Pondicllerr_r : Thi~ society, established 111 t\lay 
1975, was registered under the Societies Registration Act the next year. The society 
organised a Children's Home for the benefit of about 50 Tibetan children in the 
5- 14 age group. The children ir1 the Home were provided free education, 
boarding a nd lodging. 
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The Vincent de Paul Society : The society was first o rganised 111 

Pondicherry by Fr. L.S. Dupu is in 1852. A It ho ugh in 1856 it took up the manage­
ment of the Leprosarium under the di rection of the Mission. the Society 
ceased to exist in 1873. A newly organised unit of the society was in 
opera tion in Pondicherry. 

The Conwegation of St. Loui\· de Gon::aguc: Father Michel Ansaldo. the 

Jesuit, is knm' n to have founded a lay order in 1750 to take care of the 
children at an orphanage in PonJicherry. On 4 October 1758. the Jay order 
was attached to the Third Order of St. Francis. The convent and the orphanage 
which were originally located in Vcllala Street (now Nadou Chanmugavelayouda 
'vloudaliar Street) were s ub~cquently shifted to the Big Brahmin Street and later 
to rue St. Angc. On March 1903, a maison de Madeleine wa<; started as an 
adjunct to the mother convent in Pondicherry. This \\as subsequently \\Ound 
up. In its place an orphanage was set up. 

The Sacred Heart Coll\ent in South Boulevard wi th a primary school 
attached to it wa-.. opened in August 181 8. The sistero; here also maintained a training 
school for wiloring., embroidery and needle work. (I 'ide Chapter XV, p. 1279.) 

The convent at Ozhukarai opened on 6 February 1893 cond ucted a free ~chool 
111 the vi llage. A free primary school was o pened in Tiruvalluvarnagar on 
I Jan ua ry 1939. On 14 January 1939 another free primary school wa~ opened 
at Kurichchikuppam. The orphanage attached to the convent a' Kurichchi­
kuppam (Orphelinat de St. Fran, oi!> d'Assise) was opened on 2 Ja nuary 1969. 
The orphan" were also provided free education. The convent a t Villiyanur started 
on I September 1962 o pened a balwacfi there o n 23 January 1965. 

Tire Congregation ofSr. Joseph de Cluny : The sisters of lh ic; congregation 
came to serve in the French cstabli'>h rnentc; at the request of M. De.,bac;syn-; de 

Richernont, the then Governor. They opened their first house in Pondicherry in 
Ja nuary 1827. Very soon they c;tarted a day <;ehool, then a boarding 
and a free <;chool in the town. Sometime later, they opened a maison 

de couture to impart tra ining for gi rls in sewing, embroidery, knitting and 
weaving. In 1860. the sisters took over the atelier and t he a !Cached orphanage 
founded by one Mme. Smith when it was found that her successors could 
not run the institution. Following their dismissal from Pen ioonat des Jcuoes 
Fillcs a nd other public ino;titutions in 1903, as part of the laici atio n movement, 
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the sister:. opened a free school (French) in the town. Ln 1946 they opcued 
an English medium school a nd the fir t batch of pupils was presented for the 
matricu lation in 1956. In 1968, the high school wing was h ift ed to ~ new 
premises in Laspcttai. 

The hospice* in rue La Porte, Pond icherry, under the management of 
Bo n Secours sisters was handed over to the sisters of this Congrega tion in 

May 1894. This institution then consisted of nn hospice for old men a nd 
women. an orphanage, a creche for abRndoncd babies and an atelier for 
providing employment to the inmates of the refuge. The refuge started in 
1886 was originally run by a lad y. In 1875 the sisters look over its manage­
ment a nd shifted it to a building erected within the hospice c·t mpus. T hey have 

also opened a working girls' hostel with limited accommodation for about 
40 girls. 

Jn 1896 the Bon Sc<:Ol!r'i Convent in rur Rangapillai was also handed 
over to the c;io;ter<> of this Congregation. This institution comprised an 

orphanage for boy'> a nd girb. The orpham in the hospice were Inter transferred 
to this convent. In 1945 the creche attached to the hm;picc was at-.o ~h ifted to 
this place. 

The sisters of this Congregation started t'1eir work tn Karaikal 
in 1844 when they went there at the request o f the 
a<.lmini !> tra lor. To sta rt with, they o penetl an atelier (a work room). Shortly 
a fter, they opened a chool for girls and a nother fo r boys. T he latter wa~ 
closed down 111 1851. The former grew into a high school. 
1n 1856, the sister. started a n orpha nage for girls and Ill 1897 
a n hospice for the aged men a nti women. A creche was added later. T he 
French primary school in Ka ra ikal which had to be closed down in 1913 was 

however reopened in 1914. 

The primary schools opened by the ~i~ters 111 Kurumbagaram ( 1870), 

Grand ' Aldcc ( 187 1), Kottuchcheri (1884) and Tirunallar (1884) were closed 
down at the time of the laicisation . Subsequently they opened a free school 
at Kurumbagaram. An o rphanage for gi rls wa:. opened la ter as an adjunct 

to their convent there. 

* The hospice is understood to have been t.arled by the Pondicherry 
Mis&ion in 1858. It was named after Desbassyns de Richemo nt because 
the then Deputy of French India had given a la rge donation towards 
e nlarging the hospice in 1876. 
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In Mahe the sisters began their work in July 1877. They ran a French 

medium and a Malayalam medium school, an orphanage, a maison de couture 
and a refuge there. Following the laicisation, they opened a free school in 
1903. l n 1940 these institutions were handed over to the sisters of the 
Apostolic Carmel who soo11 after left the place, and these ins titutions had to 
be closed down. (See also Chapter XVl, pp. 1378 79). 

Sisters of tlte Congregation oftlte Immaculate Heart of Mary : The Congrega­
tion was fo unded in Pondicherry by Father Louis Savinien Dupuis o n 
16 October 1844 to work especia lly for the promotion o f girls· education. With 

almost seventy branche~ spread all over Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh a nd 
Pondicherry. the sisters of this Congregation maintained se\cn high schools. 
one teacher...· training school, 25 middle schools, 16 primary sl:hools, 19 nursery 
schools, seven craft centres, 19 children's homes, one child care centre, 12 hospitals, 
8 dispen<;arie5, 16 hostel:;. l.f boarding houses. o ne children's centre and one 
home for the aged. 

An o rphanage was attached to the mother hou:.e in Pondicherry. The 
sisters there a lso maintained a free nursery school and a free middle school for the 
benefit of the orphans. The children were then sent to the high school run 
by the same sisters. Those who did not have an aptitude for learning were 
taught weaving and needlework by qualilied sisters and sent up for examination. 
Some were sent to the Technical School for girls in Cuddalore where they 
were trained in needlework, drawing. typewriting, etc. Those who completed 

their school education were sent to the Teacher Training School 
at Cuddalorc. Later. according to the will a nd wish of the children, their 
marriages were also arranged by them. The expen<ies were met from donations, 

su bscription . sale proceeds of articles made in the orph.1nage, funds contri­
buted by the management. government grants a nd gra nts from the State Social 

Welfare Ooard . 

The convent 1n e lli toppu "a~ opened on II ovember 1854. Besides 
run11ing a middle school and a madhar sangham here, the sisters provided 
training for girls in. needle work, dress-making and embroidery. The convent in 
Reddiyarpa laiyam wtL~ opened on 22 July 186 1. They opened a free middle school 
there. The sisters began their work in Ariyankuppam on 25 April 1863. They 
opened two institutions there , viL. a visitation convent where the old and sick 

sisters and lay wo men were taken care of and a branch house which maintained 
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a 	 free middle school and a madhar sangham. In Muttiyalupeltai they opened a 
' 	 middle school and a nur ery school. In Villiynnur they conducted two middle 

schools, one for boys and another for girb and a n o rphanage for boys. The 
sister in the branch hou eat Karaikal {Pillaiteruvasal), opened on 27 November 1954, 
looked after their paddy fields and d id some social ''ork among the 
labourers. 

Most of the sisters attended to l.ome social work out of school hours a nd 
during holidays in the ::.urrounding villages. In Pond icherry two sisters were engaged 
in !>Ocial work on a full-time basis. 1\ few nuns were sent to Bihar in 1967 
by the congregation to render service to the people there during the famme. 
Some nuns from this convent went to work among the Bangladesh refugees. 

Sisters of tile Institute of Foreign Miss ions : The sisters of Missions 
E trangere who came to work among the poor, establbhed St. Antony's Convent 
in I 945. In 1947. they started an embroidery work centre where a large 
number of women and girls worked for their livel ihood. ln 1953, they attached 
themselves to the Dispensairc Jean Mermoz a11d started running a child 
welfare centre alongside. The very next year they started an orphanage and 
la ter a boarding for village girls. The same year. a . chool for needle work, 

embroid?ry and railoring was a lso started. Shortly afrcr, they opened an 
elementary school which by 196 1 gre-.v up into a high school (a lso 1·ide 
Chilpter XV I. p. 1379). 

Orphe/inat des Garc:;ons-Paroisse Notre-Dame dej Anges, me Surcouf, 
Pondichen~J': This orphanage was started by the pari~h of Notre-Dame-:Ies-Anges 
in the premises of thl' old Capuchin Church. This was int ·ndrd only for boys aged 

between seven anJ eightrt·n year\ without any distinction of caste, creeJ or 
religion. T he inmates were fed , .: lolhed, housed aod edurated The orphanage 

was run wi th the hdp of donations f rom benefactors. The orphanage was a lso 
i11 receipt of ~omc a\sistancc from the Pondicherry Municipality. 

The Red Cross Society : T he Red Cross Society organised by Lt. Col. 
Gaffit:ro in 1936. carried out fund raising campaigns from time to time a 
part of its activities. Tn 1940. the society collected R <:. 8.9 17. l11 1942 it 
was able to collect a m:.~ch as Rs. II ,065. Jn October 1940 the society 
o rganised a workshop ''here woollen clothes were made to meet the requirements 
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of fraternal societies. This society extended help to soldier~ in Syria and 
Lebenon and to the prisoners of war in Berlin during World War TL 
A brief account of the ociety"s activitie~ used to be publi:.hed in the Gazette 

periodically. 

This society seems to haYe become defunct thereafter. Howe\er, at the 
request of the Indian Red Cros<> Society, a Branch was again started in 
Pondicherry foliO\\ ing a meeting com-ened by the Lieut"nant-GoYernor, on 
29 January 1977 with the Lieutenant-Governor as President, the Director of Health 
and Family Planning as Secretary and the Pay and Accounts Officer as Treasurer. 
Since then the society had provided relief to victims of natural calamities 
like lire, cyclone, etc. in the Territory. Tt had also a propo~al to construct a 
Disaster Shelter Home in the Territory. 

REFERENCES: 

I. The .Indian Express, dated 2 February 1955. 

2. The Indian Cxpress, dated 16 t\1ay 1955. 

,., 
.). The Indian Express, dated 23 May 1955. 

4. 	 The ln.dian Express, dated 7 February 1955. 

5. 	 Report on the Second General Election in Pondicherry State-Introduction, 

paras l 3. 

6. The lndian Express, dated 13 Augu-;t, 1955. 

7. The Ind ian Exprcs~, dated 20 August 1955. 

8. 	 The Indian Express, dated 23 April 1956. 

9. The lnuian Cxprcs~, JatcJ 25 April 1956. 

10. 	 The Indian Express, dated 14 Tvlay 1956. 

I I. 	 The Indian Fxpress, dateu 20 October 1956. 

12. 	 The Indian Express. dalo!d 20 June 1957. 

13. 	 P.V. I'Assemblce Rcprescntatiw, extraordinary :,i tting of 19)9, Ch ic 

Commis~ioner':; Speech, p. 3. 



( PUOLIC Llfl! A'D SOCIAL SER\ ICE ORGANISATIOl':S] 	 1519 

14. 	 Report on the Second Genernl Election in Pondicherry State 1959, pp. 5-6. 

15. 	 Idem, p. 35. 

16. 	 The Indian Express, dated 9 September 1960. 

17. 	 A.R. 1963-64, p.l. 

18. 	 The Indian Expres~, dated 3 August 1964. 

19. 	 The Jndian Exprc~~. dated 4 August 1964. 

20. 	 Report on the General Election in the Union territory of Pondicherry. 

21. 	 Report on Parliamentary Election 1967. p. 30. 

22. 	 Report on the Municipal Elections 1968. Vol. 1, pp.l-2 & 23. 

23. 	 SudanJiram, 9 Augu~t, 1969. p.l. 

24. 	 Gnanou Diagou : Anets du Conseil Sup(·rieur, Tnme Ill (1937). p. 458. 

25. 	 Diary. Vol. l. p. 154. 

26. 	 B.A.A. 1828, p.l 

27. 	 ldem. p. 72. 

28. 	 Almnnach de Pondich<'f) 1831::, 1•ide Preface. 

29. 	 B.A.A. 1838. p. 14. 

30. 	 ldem. p. 120. 

31. 	 Idem. p. 128. 

32. 	 B.A.A. 11::49. p. 235. 

33. 	 Idem. 18-19. p. 36-l. 

34. 	 Idem, IR50, p. 69. 

35. 	 Julien Vinson: L' lnde Franc;ai!>c ct le~ Etudes lndieones de 1882 a1884 
( 1885), pp. 39--40. 

36. 	 Idem, p. -10. 

37. 	 Henry Scholberg et Emmanuel Divicn: Bibliographie des Franc;ais dans 
I'Jnde (1973). p. 169. 



1520 [PUBLIC LIFE AND SOCIAL SERVICE ORGANISATIONS) 

38. R.A. Padmanabhan: Chitira. Bharathi ( 1957), p. 51. 

39. A.B. Purani: Life of Sri Aurobindo (1958), p. 155. 

40. J .O. 1938, pp. 738, 85 1 a nd 852. 

41. Henry Scholberg et Emmanuel Divicn: op. ci t. , p. LXII. 

42. A.A. 1867, Governor's decision. p. 331. 

43. 8.0. 188 1, pp. 354-375. 


