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Since 1965 thi~ administration j., a member of the Children ·s Film 
Society paying an annual \ Ubscription or Rs. 5.000. As a member, the admini
~tration is eligible for a print each or all the films prouuc.:ed by the Society. 
The sub'>cription is paiu by the Directorate or lnrormation. Publicity and 
Tourism and the film~ received arc stocked in the film Jibrar) attached to that 
Dire<.:toralc. 

X. Sports and games 

The estabJi,hment of Cercle Sport if in PondichetT) 111 I':)07 i~ the earlie~t 

proof available of popular intere,t in llH)tlcrn :-port'> and game~ 111 the Tenitor). 
This institution had been in the forefront of man) con~trucli\c elTon-, scel...ing to 
promote sporh. game,. tournaments and c.)mpl!titions in Pondichcrry. Since 1929. 
the Ccrcle organiscu :-.evcral All India TourrMmcnh. rourntmenb in ~uch 

diiTerent games a-; lenni~. foot-ball. volley-ball, badminton, ·pctanque' ami table
tennb, besides ~uch indoor games as c.:hcs,, carrom:-. and baby-foot were arranged 
from time to time. l ntercstingl) e,·cn cricket seem, to have been played here 
in those days. Poet Subrumania Bharathi is reported ro ha\'e spoken on the 
·evils of ca~te distinction..,· at the Pondicherr) Progressive Union Cricket Club in 1912. 
Since then many in,liLUtion<;. club!> and as<;ociations have sprung up tl} 
encourage various games in the Territor}. One may mention here the Modorn 
Club, the Pondichcrry Sports Group. tile Friends Ball B.1dminton Association. 
the Karaikal Sports Clubs. La Lumiere. Union Sportive.-Eclaire, Ce rclc Jean 
d'Arc, Hindu Union and Triumph. Foot-ball players like Bala (alias Ranjan). 
Max.ime de Ia Vtctoirc. Sivarajal ingam. Pascal and Kali anu badmintorl players 
\ eera-.amy Chcttiar and Santhanam lgnacc and Chess player Ra' ichandran 
through their wccc,., have brought a name for PondichcrT). 

The grlm th 0f these game<.. in turn led to the c.:reatiOil or ~epar rtc 
association<, for root-ball. tcnni-,, cricket. vollcy-b.tll. badminton and chess "ith 
regular office-bearer'. Some of these association-. \\ hich are atliliated to All 
lndiu bodies orga ni)e tournament:> and competitions !'rom time to Lime. 

The PondichcrT) Foot-ball Asso~..:ialion \\as extended financial assistance 
f'or holding the Presidency Foot-ball Tournament. Teams rcprc~enting the 
Territory arc abo tleputed to compete in tournaments held elsewhere in the 
country. 
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Region-wise detai ls of popular games are given below : 

P011dichcrry Karaikal Mahe Yanam 

Ball Badminton Ball Bad minton Ball Bad minton Ball Badminton 

Foot-ball Foot-ball Foot-ball fndi genous 
Kabadi 

Volley-ball Volley-ball 

Games such as swimming. lawn tennis, hockey. basket-ball sune r for 
want of facilities. 

One game that is peculiar to Pondicherry is the 'Pctanquc' usually 
played by grown-ups and the middle aged. The game is played with iron 
balls weighing from 0.600 kg. to 0.800 kg. which are even now obtained from 
Marseil les, the International Headquarters of this game. 

The All Ind ia Council of Sports and the Nehru Yuvak Kendra are 
the centra l agencies coordinating, aiding and assisting the growth of sports 

and games in the Territory. The Pondicherry State Sports Council was formed 
in 1968 wi th a view to encouraging the growth of sports a nd games in the 
Territory. The Sports Council a lso considers requests for financial assistance 

from recognised associations. 

P hysical Education : 

The Inspectorate o f Physical Education was created only on 2 January 1958 
to take care or phy ical education in all primary. middle and seconda ry 
schools both under public and pri vate managements . On I October 1965, the 

set-u p was expanded a nd came to be called as the Chief Inspectorate of 
Physical Ed uca t ion to deal wi th a ll problems of physical ed ucation in the 
Territory. All aspects of physical ed ucation in colleges is attended to by the 
University Sports Branch as well as the Inter-Collegiate Athletic Associations 
or the respective universities although tbe lnter-Collegiate Youth Festival is 
held under the a uspices of the Chief Inspectorate. The hold ing of the Civil 
Services tournaments is a lso the concern of the Chief Inspectorate. The Chief 
lnspecto r of Physica l Education is the Ex-Officio Liaison Officer for pu rposes 

of the National Physica l Efficiency Drive. 



1286 ( FDLC.\110'\J A~D CuL!lJRE] 

The distributio n of permanent and floating c.t tcgories of equipment:> 
i ~ one of the main re~ponsibilitics of the Chief ln-.pcdorate. The proper utilisa
tio n of these equipmenl't is watched by the Di~trict Ed ucationa l Officers and the 

Deputy lmpectors of Schools. Lad.. of playground faci lities in schoob stand 
in the way of providing proper ph y<>ical ed uca tion tP 'iludenb in school<;. 

Only some o r the newly opened schools are provided '"i th adequate play

ground facilities. Foot- ball . ' ollcy-ball and ball-badminton a rc popula r among 
school boys. Games such as cricket, lawn ten nis a nd hockey -,uffer for wa nt 
or racilitie~. 

Altho ugh no regular coaching programme~ arc arra ngetl ei ther fo r 
athletics or field games, the service. of coaches deputed by the a tiona l 
Institute or Sports arc avai led of. The services o r ~uch coaches are even 
requisitioned when necessary. Since the inception of the Chief Inspectorate 
two coaching ca mps were held, o ne for foot-ball and another for volley-ball 
in bo th of which 5 1 player participated. 

Xl. Cultural, Literary and Scientific Societies 

111.1'/illll ri·rm~ais : 

T he estab li shment of the French Insti tute 111 Po ndichcrry \\a~ the outcome 
of the initiative of Dr. K.M. Pani kkar, the hi-;toria n a nd Dr. Jean Filliozat, 
the indo logist. It took concrete sha pe with the agreement or 12 Aug ust 195-J. 
which provided fo r the opening of an Institute in Pondichcrry for continuing 
the researches o r Ecole Fran~a ise d'Extrcme-Oricnt. The I nstilutc was inaugurated 
on 2 1 larch 1955. >l< 

The scope o r re:,ca rch aclivi ties of the in~ t i tutc Wtl'> widened in 1956 
"ith the addit ion or a Scientific Section devoted to the study of the natural 
conditiom or life or the people of India. This sectio n came to be e-.tablishcd 
a~ a result of meetings held in 1955 between Prof. l lom i Rhabha, the then 

Director of the Tata lnstitute for Fundamenta l Research a nd Prof. Dupuy 
Directo r-Genera l or Ccmre National de Ia Recherche Scicotifiquc, Paris. 

* Article 24 of the Treaty ofCession reads: The French l n~titute of Po ndicherry 
...et up by an undcr-,tanding reached between the two Governments . incc 
the 21 October 1954 agreement and ina ugu rated on the 2 1 larch 1955, shall 
be main tained a ... a research and advanced educatio nal e,tablishmenl. The 
Indian G~''crn ment ...ha ll provide such su itable faci lities to further 
the development and activities o r Lhe said ln ..,ti tute, as agreed upo n between 
the two Governments from time to ti me. 


