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IV. Professional and Technical Education 

It was Desba~syns de Richcmont who clear~d the way for the introd uction 
of professional education in the French establishments through his ord inance 
of 10 August 1826. The law cour-.c wa introduced as early as in 183H. A 
course in medicine was introd uced in 1863. Attempts made since 1872 to set 
up a technical school did not succeed until 1907. Although fJ.clfitie, were 
available even prior to merger for professional training in the terriLOry, the) 
were in no way adequate or diver::.i fied enough to sa tisfy the requiremen t-; or 
all-round development. The Ecole de Mcdecine was upgraded into a Medical 
College after merger and raised to the status of an institution of post-graduutc 
medical education and research. A school of nursing wa!> ~tartcd in 1960. 
Although the Ecole de Droit ceased to function in 1958, a LU\\ College ''a~ 

started in 1972. A polytechnic wa~ »tartcd in the year 1961. The School of 
Arts ::tntl Crafts which continued to function till 1966 wao; replaced by the 
Junior Technical School. The Industrial Training l n~titute. the Kri '>hi Vigyan 
Kendra and the Pre-Vocational School., arc all post-merger institution'i. Com
mercial Institutes which train ca ndidates in shorthand and type-writing and 
teach book-keeping and accountancy are almost entirely run by priva te agencies. 

The growth of profe sional and technical in:.titutions in the Territory 
between 1956 and 1974 will b~ evident fi·om the following statement : 

I nstitutionoo; 1956 57 1960 61 1965 66 1968-69 1973 74 

La\\ College 

Medicul College 

School of Nursing 

Teachers' Training Centres ]. 

Polytechnic fo r boy~ 

School of Arts and Crafts 

Junior Technical School 

School for embroidery. need le \\Ork 
and drc s-making for girls 

Industria l Training I nsti tutc 

Pre-Vocational Centres 4 4 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
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Govemnumt Lall' Collep,e, Pondicherry : 

Although the Law College in PonJ icheiT) i~ of very recent ongm. t i-Je 
beginning of law edm·ation in the Territory may be traced to 1838 "hen by the 
arrete of 5 June. the Procurcur Gl-nernl was authorised to -..tart a cour~c on 
law~. The course which was conducted by the judicial ofTiccr.., w.1~ free and 
open to all. Succe:.sful candidates were awarded a certificate of proficicm:y 
known as ·Brevet de Capacitc·. 

ll appear~ tiHIL the course, di~continued after some year\. wa-.. rc' i\ cd 
111 1867 ' ' ith some modifications. 13ut it was the arret {~ of 24 February 1876, 
which actually brought into being the Ecole de Droit (School of Law). This 
arrete invested the course with ~ome di'itinction by increasing its duration to 
3 years as in France '' ith an examination a t the end of each year. The 
Roman L:m and Administrative Law were a lso added tO the cmriculum. Steps 
were also taken simultuneously to ~eek the recognition of Universitie!> in France 
for the course. The d(·erct or I .lui) I Hl:iO modified b:y the dccret of 17 \ltay 1881 
en titled students who completed the cours.; in Pondicherry to obtai n the 
degree or ' Licence CD Droir fro m an) one o" the Faculties or L;l\\ in !--ranee 
-,ubjcct to certain conJiti ons. Economic.-; \\as i11Juded as one of the -.ubjech of 
'tud y. The Hindu La\\ c:onti nuecl to be taught as a ~pecia l '>uhjcct. 

The recognition process wa~ completed by the Mcrct o r 14 May 1920 
which made it po":>sible for a ~ ludcnt to migrate even while mid-way through 
the course. 1\ ~ludent having completed the fiN year of -;tudy in the School 
of Law was a llowed to continue h i~ second year in any Facu lty of La" in 
France wi thout sitting for any q ua lifying examination. Those who completed 
two year~ of stud y were allowed to take the degree of Baccalaurt at en Droit 
.1fte r a specia l exa mination con..,is ting of oral tests. The course wa~ next 
rcorgani .;ed in 191 8.98 Since then the ~:ou rse cc:tsd to be free and the. 
Profcsc;ors c:un~ to be paid -;om-:: honorarium. Vfuhammcda n Ll\" wa::. introduced 
as an additional subject in th ..: curri : ul am. Studen ts in the outlying !.Cltlemcnt-. 
as well a.; natives llf French I n,li:t rcsid ing in Indo -Chi na "ere allo\\ cd w get 

rcgbtereJ in the School of L • 111 J to 'it for t he examination . Baccalaur{·a1 
was prescribed as the minimum qua li lication reCJuireu ,o get n:gi!>tcrcd for 
Licence en Droit. For the benetit or tho~e \\ ho did 11 Ot pll~SC~~ lhc Baccalaurh ll 
another course known a-. Capacitc en Oroil \\a.., int roduceu. The pas-.ing 
of this course made one eligible for selccli on a:-. ·notaire'. ' huissicr' and ' commis 
greffier'. 
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Later the arre t <~ of 4 October 1923 a llowed lawyer~. especia lly tholie 
with five years experience, to teach in the ~chool. All the different enactmen t" 
relating to the school of 1:1\\ were consolidated by the arrcti· or 21 July 1935. 
This with som~ minor modilkation'> co;1linuccl lo be in force till d!' facrn 
merger. Although soon after merger it wa~ dcdded to dos~ down the ~chool. 

students half way through were ailowed to .:omplete their stuJic~. 

After the exten'>ion of the fntlian law~ to thi" Territory in 1963. attempt, 
were made to st~rt a Law College provitling imtruction nn the Indian p:lltcrn 
Ie1ding to the B.L. degree. As the minimum qualification for the 'tudy nf Ia" 
W<L~ a dc_.!:rec of an Ind i'ln Univer,ity. it wa, founJ n.::cc,s:lry to -.t rcngthc11 
the ba~c of the degree coileges in the Territory to ')tart with . The Law Coll;;gc 
was inaugu rat~d on 17 August JQ72 on the occasion or the Silver Ju bilee {)r 

India·-. Independence. The college which had a sa nctioned in tak.c of 220 wa 
alliliated to the University of Mad ras. lt olferc; the Ill Year B.G. L. cotl!·-.e. 

.fttu·aharlaf lnstilllte of Povt-Graduote 1'1-fedical r:duc(llinn and Researclt : 

Thi~ l n~titu te i" again the progeny of Ecole de 1\ l edecinc " hich "a~ 

started a-. early as in 1863. The small number of French surgeons here \\ere 
found inadequate to cope up \\'i lh the problem of health in all the e<..tabl ish
ments. Hence the administra tion decided to train the natives as compounder' 
to assi ~t the surgeons especially during epidemics. Thi..,, it was thought, would 
also put an end to the preva lent quackery. rt must be noted that even prior 
to the establi"hment of this school, nati ves were traincc.l as Aides-Mcdccins (other
wise called t\ laistrie-;) so as to help in rendering medical relief to the people. 
Some of them were trained a~ vaccinators or a<;sisran t vaccinators to be engagcJ 
in cholera control work. Officia l recognition was granted to the school at 
the in-;ta ncc and initia ti ve of one Dr. Bcaujean. under the arrtM of D April I863. 
Si nce then <;everal reform... were ca rried out in the school wi th a vic" 
to attracting in telligent young men to the pmfe,<;ion. The med ical onicer,, after 
three years of crvice in the ho~pita l, had to sit for an examination. Succe~sful 

candidate~ were awarded diplomas which authori-;eJ them to practi-,c medicine 
in a ll the French establi.:; hmcnts in Ind ia.99 

In 1890. the duntion nf the course wa' i ncrca~cd from three year~ 

to rive and the qualification for admission wa' prcscribeJ a' Brevet de Capaci11· 

or Diplome de Grammairc. The "ame year '>Ome posts of Fll.terncs and Interne~ 
\\ere created. tOO Since then severn I change~ dc~igneJ lo improve the ~wndard 
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of medical education a nd abo to a ttract the educa ted youth ''ere int roduced 
but 'the ~mall number of studcn h taken for the cour~c. the inadequacy of the 

tea~:hing equipment and the rat her rudimenta ry na ture of the ho~pitar 'cem:. 
t.) ha\C hampereJ ih progre:.~. t0 I The arre te of 12 September 1898 prO\ idcd 

ror the training or <;age-femmes (mid\\ i vc~) besides officiers de sant(· and \acci

nateun•. IUl In an attempt to attract more ' tudents, the minimum qualification 

wa... rcdu~:ed to Brevet Elcmcntaire or Ccrtificat de renseignemcnl 
econdaire (1903). In 1926. a Ji~~ection hall was e:-.tabli..,hed in the local ho,pital 

lO impro\e the teaching or a n.atom} and :.urgery. The next year meuical eJucation 

''"" declared free while b.terne~ anJ In terne ... \\ere made eligible for salary. 
l-our chairs. each headed by a Professor. ''ere e'tablisheu. l03 A rc...earch 

laboratory "a-. a lso ~ct up. 

The du ra tion of the course ,,~.._ again reduced from five yeur to four 

in 1931. [ven book~ \\Cre :.upplied free or co...t to l he <;tudenl~. lll~ A ...eparate 

cadre of Mcdecin Local was c reated '>O as to ta ke in all tho::.c '' ho pas!>eli 

out o f the ~chool. In ~ rite or a ll tilese incentives, number of aumission~ was 

!>t ill 'cry small. In 1934 a nd 1935 the school had only one stuuent. ln 1934, 

the school turned o ut two Officicrs de Santt'· and in 1935 two l\1cdecins Locaux. 

This was so because the candidates o f M cdecins Locaux were neither assured 

of a bright future nor professional advancement. The fact that members of 

M cdecio Local were not allowed to practise medicine in. France and that all 

those who passed out of the school could not be absorbed into the <:adre 

had a dampening effect. Those few who ventureJ to have private practice had 

to face competitio n from quacks and practitioners of indigenous medicine. 

The situation was sought to be remedied on the one hand by reduci ng 

the duration of the course here and ena bling the students to complete 

their studies (for obtaining the degree of Oocteur en M r decine) in France. But 
negotiations with the authorities in France in thi regard did not succeed. t06 

In the mean"' hile the Conseil General expressed its seriou~ concern about tile 

fa te of Ecole de Mcdecinc and wa nted the government to take immediate 

action to improve the standard of meJical educatio n in the school by increasing 

the duration of the course from f'ou r years to li ve. A" a co nsequence the 

duration O f the COUrSe W<IS 0 11 1.:C again increased from fo ur l O five yearS in 

1937 and on completion of studies here, those who :.ucccedeJ in obtai ning 

~cholarships for higher studies in France had to start afresh the lir::.t year 

course to get the French State Diplo ma of Oocteur en l\ledecinc. I07 The state 

of arfair..; of thi s ~choo l rcm.lined more o r les:. the !lame even at the time of merger. 
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It was this Ecole de M cdecinc which was taken over and converted 
into a regu lar Medical College in November 1956 by the Governme11t of India. 
It functione,l temporarily from the premises of the o ld Tribunal building. (now 
the Legislative Assembly) a nd the o ld D.C. power house building. In 1958. 
an area measuring 65.6 Ha. of land was acq uired in ·Gorimedu' about five km'. 
away from Por1dicherry for the construction of the college a nd ho~pital buildings. 

The college wa<; recognised by the Medical Council of India in 1961 
when the first batch of students pa-;,etl out of the institution. The new college 
complex at Gorimetlu. renamed as Dhanwantarinagar was inaugurated by 
Dr. S. Rauhakri)hnan. the then Pre:.idcnt ~>f India. on 13 July 1964. The 
:-.ame year the college '<\as raised to the ~talus of an Institute of Post- grad uate 
Medical Rd ucat ion and Resean;h. 

The ho:.pital wi ng which started operating from 3 April 1966 was formally 
declared open on 24 April 1966. An additional area of 10 It a. adjat:ent to the 
rresent campus was acquired later to provide for fu ture expansion. 

The Institute. affiliated to the University of Madras. oflers instructions 

fo r the under-gradua te M.B.B.S. course, Post-graduate degree or Master of 
Science in the Faculty of Medicine lor non-medical science graduates in the 
subjects of Anatomy, Physio logy, Bio-Chemistry, Pharmacology and Microbiology. 
Degree of Master of Surgery fo r medica l graduates in the subjects of Anatomy, 
Surgery and E.N.T., Degree of Doctor of Medicine for medical grad uates in 
the basic medical science subjects of Pathology, Microbiology. Physiology· 

Pharmacology and Bio-Chemistry and in the clinical subjects of Medicine, 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology. Paedialrit:s, Anaesthe iology and Dermatology. 
Diploma courses arc avai lable in Paediatrics (D.C.H.), Obstetrics and Gynaeco
logy (D.G.O.), Pathology (D.C.P.), Opthalmology (D.O.), Anaesthesiotogy (D.A.), 
E.N.T. (D.L.O.). Ortho-Surgery (D. Otho.) and Radiology (DM RD). Candidates 
a lso register for Ph. D. degree in many !.pecialities under the guidance of senior 

professors. The number of admi~sion to the under-graduate cou rse is limited 
a nnually to 65. 

The lnstitute·s expansion programme included the opening of ~everat 

more departments viz. the Department of Neurology, Neuro-Surgery, Urology, 

Uro-Surgery, Paediatric Surgery and Endocrinology and Metabolism beside~ 

introducing post-graduate degree courses in such speciali ties as Thoracic Surgery 
and Orthopaedic Surgery on the clinical side and on Community Medicine on 
the Institute side. 
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Rc~can:h formed an integral rart o r the Institute':-. activitic:.. The diOcren t 
depanrnent-- of the Institute anu hospital have undertaken eventl research 
~chernes ~upponcd by I.C. \l.R. Gt"<;nL:., P.L. ~SO Fund~ and other agencies. 
Unt.lcr a collab0ration programme wi th lhe University of Wc~tern Ontario, 
London. CanadJ. and .IIP~l[R. C;(p~ns from C tnaJa in the lkld of Radiotherapy. 
Anac~thc:.iolog~. Pharmacolog) <t nd 'icurology 'i~ited J IPM ER ror p(!riDlh 
ranging rram thn::c months lo six. t\:, p.trt of Lilt: coll.tboraliOtl programme, 
the CanaJi.tn Crossroa,ls International ~punsorcd 'i' medic:ll studen t~ from 
the Uni,er,it~ of We~tern Ontario r,)r lr.tining in J IP~l LR for a period of 
eight wecb each. 

The building' in the campu' ~·amprisc the ma in four-~toreycJ institute 
bu ilding with its am.:illarb. workslwp .tnJ animal hou,c, a four-, tnreyeu hospital 
building. out-patient department, kitchen ami store block.... infectiou!> di eases 
block, 1<1und1') block, a ~cparale libral') building, three hostels for 556 men 
...tudcnts and one ho,tel r,)r 144 \\0111«.;11 stuucnt:., a h<htd i',>r 130 nur:-.c~. a 
hostel to .tc.:ommoua tc 50 hou~e "urgcon, and 305 -.tafT lJUarters of different 
types. 

The main in-,Litute huilding i~ uc~igncd on lhe )t:ale of a modern med ictl 
in-,titution "·ith four well i'urnbhcd air-conditioned lecture galleries with audio 
visual aide". a spacious anatomy d i~"cction hall, separate post-mortem block, 
a .;et of eight laboratories '' ith ancilliary room-.. four museum hall~ ror different 
department" and Seminar rooms in each of the floor-, in addition to adequate 
accommoclatinn fo r thl.! difl'erent facultie'.. 

The general lay-out "ith attracuve Ia\\ ns and avenues adorned by bu~t-; 

and 'tallies of illustriou , scientists add~ a touch of charm and orderliness to the 
a tmo)phcre 111 the campus. Replica" of important paintings from the pages 
of hi.;,tor) or medicine are in~piringly displayed throughout the IHhpilal and 
the institute. The c01mpu-. i!> provided with all c::.sential amenities for ih 
re~idents ''ith its own \\at.:r suppl) and sanitary ·trrrangcmcnh (See also 
Chapter X\'!). 

Teochen· Tra111t11~ Cemres : 

The earliest Teacher,; fraining Centre known as Centrl' Pt'dngo~iquc w·ts 
sta rted in Ponc.licherr} b:- the arrctt'• or 9 Api il 1 8!\~ which \\ IS closed dO\\ '1 

\\hen the ucmand f,•r t•·:1inctl teacher-. \\:IS met. Arrangemenh \\ere sub:-.e
qucntly made for the training of Lcacbers only \\hen there \\':Is demand ror 
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teachers. After merger the 11rst Teacher,;' Training Ccntn;: for training second:Hy 
grade teacher~ was ~Larled in Ponuichcrry in October 1955 ''hen a '>hort-term 
course was introduced to tra in teacher~ before po~t ing them in -.chools. In 
oruer to meet the increased demand for tra ined te~chers. consequent on the 
opening of as many as 300 additional clac;ses during the Irr Plan, another 
Training Centre \\i th an annual intake of 40 trainees was opcncu (1960) in 
Karaikal. The capacity of the T.T.C. in Pondichcrr~ was doubled from 40 to 
go. The Karaikal Teachers' Train ing Centre \\'a'> clo~ed do\\n the next year 
only to reopen again in 1969. The Karaika l Centre then fu nctioned for three 
ye,u·s anJ wa., closed down once again thereafter. Since then the Teacher-.· 
Training Centre in PondichetT) alone is in operation. \ -. ()n 8 July 1974, 
out or a tota l of 1,670 secondary grade teachers \\OrJ..ing in gmcrnment schools 
111 the Territory only nine were not d uly qualified. 108 

As then: i-. no Teachers· Training College any\\ here in the Terri tory, 
gradu.a te teac her-. \\ho pn~s out or the training colleges in :-.·ladras, Andhra 
Pradesh and Kcrala arc recruited to fill up posb or teacher-. in th~: Territory. 
Untra ined graduate assis tant<; a lready employed in government -.chools are 
deputed to au~nd the Summer School-mm-Corre-.pondence Course-. for B. Ld. 
Degree conducted by the Regional College or Education. i\ I) sore. ll may he 
added that out of a totul or 246 School A~si~ta nts (Grade I) as 
on 6 July 1974 only five were unqualified. The number or qua lified and 
unqua lified (Grade I) School Asc;i.,tanb wa" 49 and one re... pccrivcl) . I 09 

School of Nursing, Pontlic!Jerry : 

Although prior to 1954 there \\ ,1:. no -.epa rate llbtitutio n in the Territory 
fur the training of nurse~. midwives and nursing orderlies. the Ecole Vlcdecine 
trained candidate-. a-, vaccinatcurs and aide- mcdecin'i. sages-femm~ and iufir
micrs-nlccin<ttcur,. Soon .tftcr merger, lhe administration met with -.ome 
d inlculty in 'iecu ring the !)Cl'\· icc~ of tra ined nur~e" to man its dispcn-;arics and 
ho~pital" . In order to overcome thi' dilncult~. it was lccided to ... tan a mtr~ing 

c;chonl in Pond ichcrry. Although the Nurse-.· Training School wa~ -.a nctioncd 
in 1959 the course~ could not be commem:ed immediately for want or qualilicd 
-;taO'. However, subsequently wi th the <h:-.iswncc extended by the famil Nauu 
Government. the course with an intake or 20 'tudcnts wa~ ~taned on 25 July I 900 
\\ ithm the premise' or the General Ho:.pit:tl. The in-;titution wa-. aOi lialcd 
to the Nursing C'ounl:il. \lladras. The building for the nur'>es· ho:-.tel -.a.lctioncd in 
1960, was ready for occupation in 1971. During thi' period the '>ludent nur-,e-; 
were nccommodatl!d in remeu building:. located in dillcrcnt purt" or the town. 
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Vocational Agriculrural School. Mathur : 

Since 1964 young farmer:. in the Territory used to be given training 
on improved agricultural rractice. 1n the Ex perimental Re ea rch Farm a t 
Pondicherry and in the State Seed Farms a t Pondicherry a nd Karaikai.IIO A 
Vocational Agricultural School \\a~ hO\\C\er ~wrteJ at Mathur vi llage in 
Karaikal region on I July 1967. A farm is a ttached to this school. A one
year course of practical tra ining 111 agricultural and allied subjecb il> provided 
for about 20 '>tudcm~ every yea r. Each luclcnt i:-. paid a stipend or Rs. 50 
beside~ poc"et money. 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra-cum-Research Cenrrc. Pomlicherry : 

T he Krishi Vigyan Kendra-cum-Research Ce ntre. which began operating 
on 25 March 1974 was formally inaugura ted on 9 September 1974. Conceived 
as an Institution or training and research. the RO H·t. Research Centre-cum-Farm 
propo~ed to be developed in Villiyanur Commune will form the base for it-. 
research and training activitie:.. The management of this Kendra which is a 
constituent unit of the Tamil adu Agricultural University, Coimbatore. vests 
in the Managing Committee headed by the Vice-Chancellor of that Univer-,ity. 
The Pr incipal of the Kendra function'> as its member--;ecretary. 

l n .July 1974. the Kendra lau nched the first of its tra ining programme-. on 
water management fM the Extension Officer~ and a Refresher Cou r. c or 
Intensive Rice Cultivation for the Agricultural As~istanl'> and Village Level 
Worker'>. Bc..,ide<> thi ~. a Pilot Re-.earch Te. ting-cum-Field Laboratory on Water 
Conveyance Systems and Canal Lining 1\il~ a l-,o launched. 

During the Fifth Plan period the Kendra propo ed to ca rry out more 
than 45 farm- oriented , rural-based and production-oriented Research Project~ in 
the Territo ry. The estimated outlay of Rs. 96 l aJ.. h~ for the Kendra under 
the Fifth Plan is to be ~hared b) the Pondicherry Admini~tration. the ICAR 
and the Tamil Nadu Agricultural University. 

Junior Technical School. Pondichen:r : 

Here it may be appropria te to trace briefly the history of technical 
education in the Territory. It was Desbassyns de Richemont who gave a start 
to technical l!duca tion by providing a n elementary and practical course for 
surveyors required by the Service des Ponts ct Cbaus ccs. t 11 Training in industrial 
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ans and craft-; like weaving anti '>pinning was provided in the Atelier de 

cbaritc which wa<. organised to train the children of indigent European:, and 

Topa:;.1 12 In 1872 an attempt \\a-. made to establish a technical school under 

the aJrnini:.trative control of Sen icc des Pont~> cl Chausst:·cs. Tlw. propo~a l diu 

not however materialise. In 1879 another cfl'ort \\as made to open a :.mall 
technical school a!> an annexe to the P.W.D. Workshop. Thi., too did not 

take shape for \\ant of accommodation. In 1897. a technical wi ng was opened 
111 College Cah•l\ 1 J3 The ociNt~ Progrc siste, a voluntary organi~at ion in 

PondichetT), i~ reported to have pro\ ided '>Otne funds to Collel!e Cain' f0r 

starting the Technical Wing. The Unit functioned for snmetimc under the care 

of an old -.tudcnt o f' Ecole des Arts et Metiers in France. In 1897. the 

Socia{· i~ said to I a'c rt<'Yicled a fu rt her gran t of R~. 150 for it., maintenunle 
and sub.,cquenrly a grant of R:,.. 200 for the purcha:.e or a drilling ma~.:hi th.:· 

The arret!: of 17 Ma) 1899 comtituted a committee to tender advice on all 

m:!tters relating to the i n ~tallations in the ~chool. introduction of new technical 

course\ and measures to streamline technical euucation keeping in vie" the 

requirement!> of local industries. Another arret!· of the same date nlo;o rro' ided 

for lhe award or Certificat d'aptitudc professionnellc to those passing out cr 

the institution. Bur a regular school known a~ ·Ecole des Artl> et J\1.6ticr.s riC' 

Pondich(·ry' wa:. actually founded only by the arrete of 15 January 1907 

which simultaneou~ly abolished the industrial wing attached to College Cah• t~. ll4 

The school was placed under the atlministrativc control of Service des Trav:un.. 

Public'>. The in~titution provided training in such fields a' black<.mithy. 

carpentry. '' ood caning. gold~mithy, Atting, turning. etc. Some more change~ 

were brought about by the arret l- of 31 May 1918 and that of 28 September 1922 

which continucJ to go, crn the administration of the school C\Cn at the 

time of merger. 

In 1966 thi-. ...chnol \\US urgraded into a Junior Technical School and 
an'iliated to the Board of Technical Education and Training, Tamil Natl u. 
Facilities arc 110\\ avai lable for course~ in turning, machine shop. electric wi ring. 
welding. automobile and radio mechanism. fining, moulding. pattern making 
and sheet metal works. Tht.! school has a sanctioned intake of 70 !'ltudents per 
ann um . Students are eligible for a stipend at the rate of Rs. 20 per month during 
the first two years of study and Rs. 30 during the third year of study. 
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Motilal Nehru Polytechnic, Pondicherry : 

The first Polytechnic School in this Territory wa~ started in the year 

1961. Housed temporarily in the premises of the Ecole des Arts el Mt!tiers in 
rue Bussy, it moved into its own building at Laspettai in 1966. To begin wi th, 
the polytechnic had a sanctioned strength of sixty seats and o!Tcred a diploma 
cour~e in Civil Engineering. Courses in Mechanical and Electrical Engineering 
were introduced the very next year with an additional intake of 40 seats for 
each course, taking the total lo 140 seats. The intake was however reduced 
lo 120 in 1968. In 1970 a three-year diploma course in commercial practice 
wi th an intake or 30 scats was introduced . The next year i.e. in 1971 a three
year diploma course in Electronics was introduced with an intake of 15 students 
within the sanctioned intake of 120. The intake "as subsequently increased 
to 140 in 1973 i.e. 90 seats for engineering courses and 50 for commerce. 
A hostel "ith facilitie:. for 90 students was atlached to the Polytechnic. 

Pre- Voca/ional Training Centres : 

The Pre-Vocational Training Centre~ came to be established in the 
Territory under a centrally sponsored scheme ~tarted with U ICEF assi:.tance 
during the Ill Five Year Plan. To hcgin with. in 1964, two Pre-Vocational 
Centres were started, one in Pondicherry and another in Ariyankuppam. The 
next year i.e. in 1965, two more Pre-Vocational Training Centres were opened 
in Muttirapalaiyam and Villiyanur. Tra ining in basic fitting and turning, smithy, 
carpentry, sheet metal work, moulding and gas-welding is imparted to those 

undergoing the course which is of three years duration. Trainees who are in 
the 6- ll age group arc not only paid a <;tipend of Rs. 10 p.m. but are abo 
'\upplicd with books free or cost. The Pre-Vocational Centres placed under the 
care of Career Masters, arc attached to the High Schools a t Villiyanur, 
Ariyankuppam, Muttirapalaiyam and Tirunallar. 

Industrial Training llll'titute, Tirumtdaraitmpaffinam : 

The Industrial Training ln.,titute was ~tarted in Karaikal in August 1968 
under the Craftsmen Tra ining. Scheme. Candidate-. in the I ~ 25 age group 
arc selected for training as fitter, turner, machinist. \\ireman, welder and building 
constructor. ln all 25 per cent of the seats arc reserved for candidates hailing from 
scheduled castes/ tribes and 5 per cent fo r repatriates from Burma and Sri Lanka, 
migrants from East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) a nd f1vc sca ts for ex-servicemen. 
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A part from the fact th<ll no fee is charged for t ra ining in the institute. one· 
third of the candidates are offered stipend at the rate of Rs. 25 per mensem. 
Member~ of the scheduled ca~tesftribes and repatriates arc el igible for stipend 
at the rate of Rs. 45 per mensem. In addition tot hese incenti ve~. the trainee~ arc 
provided free hostel accommodation. free medical care and free worbhop 
clothing during the ent ire period of their training. The Institute which tartcd 
functioning in the workshop ~heds \\ithin the campus of th«' Ru ral f ndu~Lrial 

Estate. K ottuchcheri. moved to its own premises later. 

Schools for embroidery. needle 1ror/, and dre.\S-nJol.ing: 

In the matter of technical educat ion. Karaik.al and Ponuicherry region' 
fall under the jurisd ict ion o f the Board of Technical Education. Tamil Nadu. 
Pnn<.licherry town alone is recognised as an examination centre and the exami
nat ion is supervised by the Deputy Inspector of Schoob. 

St. Antony's Girl~· Technical School: Started in 1947. thi instiLUtion ''a' 
recognised the next year by the Board of Technical Education. Madras. T he im.titu

tion coaches up students in embroidery. needle worJ.. and dress-making and pre ents 
them for the technical examination conducted by the Board of Techn ical Education. 

Tamil Nadu. The fi r t batch of student" appeared for the examination in 1952. The 
course il. of two year. duration. one year for the Lower Grade and another for the 
Higher G rade. According to the existing regulation s. students with a mm1mum 
qualification of V III standard alone are eligible for the course. This requirement i<. 
however waived in the case or S.S.L.C. holders who may appear straight for 
the Higher Grade examination after proper coaching. Apart from coaching 
up ~tudcnts ror the above course~. the institution also provides training in 
wire-bag knitting. beads knitt ing and doll-making. These courses however do 
no t qualify for recognition . 

Sacred //earl of Jems' Middle School. Sowft Boulel'afll, Pondicherry : Thi:-. 

institution abo gives training in embroidery. needle work and dres -making. 
On account of its proximity to the muslim quarter~, a good number of the 
studenL'> in thb institution arc from the musl im community. 

Commercial lnstilllles : 

Several institution!> have sprung up in the Territory to coach up cand idates 
1 n technical fields such as shorthand and typewri ting in English. Tamil and 
French and presen t them for the Government Technical Examinations conducted 
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by the Government of Tamil Nad u. Some of the institutions al o provide 
facil i tic~ for the :.tudy of such l.ubjcct!> a~ Book-keeping, Accountancy. Commercial 
practice' and tran,lation. 

The followi ng a rc the Commercial Institutes functioning rn the Territory : 

I. St. Mary's Commercial l n ~ti tu tc, Pondicherry. 

2. The Typev.riting Bu reau. Pondicherry (1916) 

3. The Commercial Institute, Pondicherry. 

4. Saraswathi Technica l lnc;ti tutc. Kara ikal (8 November 1972). 

5. The School of Commerce, Karai kal ( 17 January 1962). 

6. Progres)ivc Commercial lmtitutc, Karaikal ( I May 1970) 

7. Sree Balan's I nstitutc of Commerce. Mahe ( 15 March 1962) 

8. Sreejeth Tech nical Institute. Pandakkal (2 Janua ry 1975) 

9. Sri Venkatcswara Type ln~titu te. Yan:1m ( 1960) 

10. Sri Ramalinueswara Type Institute. Yanam (1968) 

The insti tutes in Pondicherry and Karaikal function with the approval 
of the Board or Technical Education, Tamil Nadu. The institutes in Mahe 
and Yanam arc under the control of' the Board of Technical Education of 
Kcrala and Andhra Prad!!<>h re~pectively. The Progrc~si'e Commercial Institute 
used to coach up students for the Drawing Examination cond ucted by the 
Government Arts School, Kumbakonam. While Pondicherryis recognised a!> an 
Examination Centre for holding the exa minati on. students in Karaikal go to 

agappallinam. The candidutes from Mahe and Yanam go to Tellicherry and 
Ramachandrapuram re~pccti vely. 

V. Schools for Fine Arts 
Pnndi('herry Filw A rrs Academy : 

T he Pondichcl'l') f ine Arts Academy was -;tarted thrnugh the initiati\C 
of -;ome private individuah some time in September 1970 as a registered bod) . 
To begin with, the Al:adcm) c<'nlined itself' tP arranging cultural programme~ 
for the bcncli t or ih mcmh;r, . The Academy npcned a mus.ic :.chool on 
17 October 1972 \\here V\' cal and instrumcnwl mu:-.ic \\':h t ought. Facili ties C\ist 
for teaching \Cena. violin anJ n;riJangam and gauam. The Al:~tdemy received 
some fi nancial assistance from the Sangeetha ataka Sangham for running the 
music school. According to the memorand um of al.sociation. the admin istration 
of the Ac.tdemy is carried on by a bodyof clcctcJ office-bea rers. 


