
CHAPTER-XIX 

PLACES OF JNTEREST 

The 1961 census counted in a ll 388 villages spread over in all the four 
regions of the Territory, aport from the four town of Pondichcrry, Karaikal, 
Mahe and Yanam. However, for purposes of revenue administration the 
Territory was divided into 96 revenue villages. In the course of 10 years between 
1961 and 1971 , almost the entire ru ral complex of Mudaliyarpettai Commune 
covering 18 vi llages except Kuppam and Papanchavadi had developed urban 
characteristics so that the whole commu ne came to be treated as a town. 
Similarly, I 6 out of 49 villages in Oz hukarai* Commune had developed urban 
characteristics to give s hape to the new town of Ozhukarai. Thus the new 
towns of Ozhukarai and Mudaliyarpettai emerged o nly after the 1971 census. 
During the same period a ll the 20 villages of Pondicherry Commune had 
developed urban characteristics to merge \\ ith Pondicherry town. Correspondingly 
the number of census village in the Territory declined from 388 to 334. 
In another iunportant development, the whole of Mudaliyarpcttai Comm une 
was merged with Pondicherry Commune for purposes of mun.icipal administra­
tion. Thus, what for purposes of census wa demarcated as two towns, came 
to be treated as a single town for purposes or municipal administration. 

Abbisbekapakkam 	 ·j··;· C. Ariyankuppam 
t (Abishekapakkam) 	 A. 400.12 Ha. 

P. 	2,283 (197 I) 

T his village is .;il uated at a di<;tance of 11.5 km.·~·~ south of Pon.dicherry. 
The name Abhishekapa!..kam seem<; to be the corruption or A7hisapakkam. 

* This is referred to a'i Ulavarkarai in the map. 

"t 	 The spellings or villages as followed by the Revenue Department arc 
shown within brackets. 

H C = Commune. 
A=Area: The area or village<; a-; given in the Village and TOWil Directory 

and the Primary Ccn. us Ab tract of the District Census Hand­
book are not the ~arne. However, the a rea !!iven here is taken. 
from the Primary Census A b. tract of the Cens-us of India 197 1. 

P = Population. 

** The distance given is according to the arrete of 3 1 January 1941 and 
it is alway from Rajniva<: in respect of places in Pondicherry region 
and from the Government Home in respect of p laces in Karaika.l region. 
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An inscription found in the Thiruvendipuram Deivlnayagnperumall-.oil ascribed to 

the tenth regnal year of Sadayavarman-11 Sundarapandya (1286 A. D.) refers 

to a Yanavan Pallavaraiyan as belonging to Azhisapal-.kam. Even Anarldaranga­

pillai in the XVUJ century refers to the place as Azhisapnki-.:Hn.l Abhisheka­

pakkam is referred to us Archivnk in French record'. 

This village wac; donated to Governor Dumas by the Moghuls in 1740. 

Even as late as in 1736. Abhishekapakknm war, almost a forc~t providing 

shelter for thieves and depredators. But the French laid roads in the area 

even before they could dream of its donation by Moghuls.2 Le Gentil wh.o 

was stationed at Pondicherry in 1769 has left us a description of the nrea 

in his famous t ravelogue. According to him. the plain of 'Archiouac'. very 

fertile in the olden days, was then found covered by sa nd blo\\·n from the 

east. The forest should have served as a rampart to the interior cu ltivable la nds 

and the destruction of the forest must have possibly hit the cultivation when 

Le Gentil visited the area in 1769. To make the soil fit for cultivation. o ne 

had t o remove the surface. soil by o ne or two feel at least. Thi ~ \\ US done 

at many places in the area. But it was altogether a costly operation. He 

also refers to two big temples rn that area. o ne in 'Archipacum' belonging 

to Pondicherry and the other in 'Chincacoil' (Singaricoil) under th~? jurisdiction 

of the Nawab.3 The temples of Sri Muthal:tmman and Sri alla thamby 

Ayyanar, both ascribed to the cightcerllh century. are of some importance. 

Designated as a revenue village. it include:; the vi llage of ManameJu also. 

r; has the largest concentration of ~chcd uled caste population in any one village 

i.n the whole Territlll")' vi?.. as many as I ,853 (81.17 per cenl.) act..:ording to 

the 1971 census. 
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C. Bahur 
(Adingapet) A. 63.56 Ha. 

P. 424 (1971) 

This village, .tlso known as Adangapattu, fall s within the jurisdiction 
of the Seliyamedu revenue village and is situated at a distance of l7.50 km. 
from Pondicherry. More than 85 per cent. of the vi llagers belo ng to the schedu led 
castes. The one-day alfru thiruri:lw celebrated in Sri M uthalamman temple 
in January attract:. ~everal thou:,and people. A fair b helJ during the festival 
when toy._, ftowers, ar1 ides of worl:.hip, elc. are broughl in for sale. 

Akalanganni C. Tirunallar 
(Agalan knnnu) A. 96.44 Ha. 

P. 532 (197 1) 

This vilfage, situated at a distance of about 9.4 km. from Karaikal, 
forms part of the Settur revenue village. It is famous for its water-works and 
temples. The \l"a ter-wort..s locatcJ here serve as the fountain-head bringing 
succour to Lhe L0\1 n o r Karaikal which faces a shortage a potable sub-soi l 

water. 

Ambagarattur C. Tirunall:1r 

(Ambagaralhur) A. :n0.46 Ha. 
P . 3,507 (197 1) 

Thi'> i~ the second large t village in Karaikal n.:ginn :-.ituatcd a t a distance 

of 13.8 km. from Karaikal on the Karaikai-Peralam road. D esignated as a 
revenue \'illage, its jurisdiction extends to Kannapur. The railway line from 

Karaika1 to Pcralam also passe<; through this vi llage. 

The Bhadrakaliamman temple here, tho ugh small, is famow.. The twelve­
day annual fc~tival cclebr~tted d uring May-June attracts many thoul:.ands of 
devotees. The festiHll is accompa nied by a fair to cater to the visiting throng. 

Aranganur C. Bahur 

(Aranganoor) A. 177.92 Ha. 
P . 892 (1971) 

This is a revenue 'illagc situalcu at a Jistancc of 17.5 km. from 
Pondicherry "ith juri:.di..:tion extending over Nirnayapet village. It is Otle of 
the border villages, the population of which had shown abnormal growth 
between 1961 and 1971, i.e. from 555 to 892 regi . t.ering an increase of 6 1 per cent. 
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There are three temple<. here, of "hich Sri Eramud) A))'anar temple 
and Sri Muthalamman temple are of some importance. [\ery year the image 
of Sri Eramudy Ayyanar is taken in proces.,ion to Ponnaiyar for the attru 

thiru1·i=lw. But more important still is the one-day l'asantlw ulsal'(lm celebrated 
in the month of J~muar) "h.ich attracts several thou and people from the 
neighbouring vi llages. A fair tal-.e!> shape both during the atlm thirul'i=fw and 
l'asamlw 11/Saram. 

Ariyankuppam C. Ariyanl-.uppam 
(Aria nkuppam) A. :no.2s Ha. 

P. 6,333 (1971) 

Situated about six km. south of Ponuicherry town, it is the headquarters 
of the Commune Panchayat bearing the same name. It has also been de :gnated 

as a revenue v:llage '' ;th its jurisdiction extending to Kakkayantoppu and 
Periya Virampattinam. The name Ariyankuppam might be the corruption 
of Aruhankuppam, probably named after Buddha who wa<. also known as 
Aruhan. As if to confirm this, Le Gentil the French astronomer located a 

granite !>tatue of Aruhan (Buddha) in the 'icinit) of the 'illagc in 1769.4 
This seems to suggest that the people in thi~ area might ha\C been once 
fo llowers of Buddhism. 

Excavations carried out a t 'A rih.amedu· nca r KaU.ayantoppu, east of 

Ariyankuppam revealed the remains of a port town dating back to the first 
or second century A.D. The Chinese Celadon \\are founJ in the area point 
to the close association bet\\een this place anu the Chine~e ports between 
the X and XI f centuries. 

Sri OrO\\ pathiamman Iemple. Sri KanniyakO\ il. Sri \'inayagar temple 
and Sri Mariamman temple are the main cent re-; of \\Or:.hip for the Hinduc;. 
The Drowpathiamman festival celebrated every alternate )Car in Sri Drowpnthi­
amman temple. the Annual Festin1l in Sri Kanniyaf..o,il ami the hmhmothsavam 

in Sri Vinayagar temple are attended b) a large number or Jc, otees. 

It is a fast developing \illage and has bct:n identified :t!> a Marl-.ct 
Centre and a Ru ral GrO\\ th Centre en ing the need. of about 2~ :.urrounding 
villages. Several cottage industries such as spinning and \\Ca\ ing, manufacturing 
of pipes. rice milling, etc. th riYe here. 
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Soon a fter the arriva l o f the French. a church dedicated to Notre 

Dame de l ' fmmucul~c Conception was bu ilt in the a rea on a piece of la nd 

donated by Ta na ppa Modeliar ( 1690). Some of the statues in the church 

viz. . that o f St. l gnatius a nd St. Xavier a re of Portuguese o rigin a nd are said to 

belong to the XV III cenLUry.s Tha t the 10-day fe t ival o f the Nativity of 

Blessed Virgi11 M a ry is celebrated in this church at least from the days of 

Dumas. is evident from the D iary of Ana ndara ngapilla i who refer to it on 

severa I occasions. 6 

C. Villiya nur 

(Ariyur) A. 195.0 1 l la. 
p . 2, 178 ( 197 1) 

Ariyur. also known as Arugur. is situated at a d ista nce of 17 km. west 

o f P ondicherry on the Pondicherry- Vil lupura m road . Chinna ba busamudra m 

railway sta tio n (South Arcot) is about 1.6 1 km. from here. 

An inscript ion ascribed to the period of Rajadhiraja in T irubhuvanai 

temple refers t o a place ca lled Arugur. which may be n.one other than the 

present village. The inscription also refer:. to the existence o f a Siva temple 

here a lthough its traces a rc not to be fo und today. Sri Ulagavazhi Mariamma n 

temple a nd Sri Muthu U lagavazhi M a ria mman temple a rc two nota ble te mples 

in this village. Many hundred" of devotees gather at the a nnua l festival celebrated 

in Sri Muthu Ulagavazhi M ariamman temple. Afasi magam is a nother 

importa nt festival celebrated in Sri U lagavaz hi fa riamman temple 111 the month 

of masi (Februa ry-Ma rch). 

It a revenue village wi th juri ~dic ti o n extending to Ananda puram a nd 

Pangur. The village ~prung in to prom inence only after the location of a suga r 

mi ll in 1960. T he population of this village '' h ich was only 1.11 8 in 196 1 increa'ictl 

t o 2. 178 in 197 1, i.e. by more than 90 per cent. It has been identilled as a 

Rura l Growth Centre and a market place. Tanks a nd \\ells arc the main 

sources of irrigation. Cro ps g rown in this area include sugar-ca ne. paddy, 

cumbu, ragi and g round-nut. 
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ArumaUapuram C. 0Lhul-.arai 
(Aru mathapuram) A. 20.00 Ha. 

P. 1.093 ( 197 1) 

Thi vill age is ....ituateJ at a Ul'itancc of 7 km. \\'CS L or Pond ichcrry. 
It forms part of the 0Lhukarai re,enue vi llage and is not to be confused 
"' ith another vi llage of the same name ncar Odiyambattu in Villiyanur Commune 
Panchayat. The name or this village seems to haye been dcri\ed from the 
word •Arumbatai ', which means a ~upplier of victuab (fourni ...scur). Anandaranga­
pillai so 0ften refers to one Arumbatai Athagappapillai in hi:- Diary. Hence 
Arumattapuram appears to be only the corruption of Arumbataipuram. Even 
the progenies of the said Arumbatai arc '>:tid to be \till li\ ing in the vil lage. 

The fire-walking festival celebrated during April-r..lay in the local Sri 
DrO\\ pathiamman temple is or some importance. 

This 'illage ha-, also been ident ificd as a market place. 

Bahur C. Bahur 
( ,. ) A. ~94.03 l la. 

P. 4.641 (1971) 

Tbi.;; vi llage, -.ituated at a di~tance of :20.5 km.... outh-\H''>l or Pondicherry 
(' ia Kirumambal-.1-.am) is the headquarters of Bah ur Commune P.mcha)al. It 
is also Jcsignatcd a~ a revenue 'illagc. The wpper plate in .... crip ion or 
NrpaLUngavannan (IX century) refers to th is place <L'i \ ahur \\ hich is its earlic!>L 
known name. Several of the inscription~ in Sri l\ loobnalhar temple abn 
refer to thi'\ place as Vahur which "eem~ to have changed inlo Bahur. During 
the Chola day~ it was 1-.nown as Azhagia: Chola caturvedimangalam, probnbly 
after Paranlaga-11 \\ hO \\'as also 1-.no\\n as ·s undara Cholan·. Rajaraja- 1 i'> 
undcr.,tood to have gi,·en the village and the surrounding are:1s as hralmuuleya 
to Brahmins and hence came to be known as caturvcdimangalam. Vahur 
wa-; also the hcadqmu ters or Vagur Nad u du ring the Chola and Pallava days. 
The recent discovery of burial urns in the \icinity of Bahur pushe~ back the 
antiquity or this village to pre-historic times. 

The Sri Moolanathar temple, ~aid lo have been built by the Rashtrakutas 
in the IX century. is a protected monument under the care of the Archaeolo­
gical Sun ey or India. The fact that there was in this \illage a l'idyastllana­
a -;cat of learning- has been referred to elsewhere. The copper plate inscnpllon 
of lrpatungavarman olfcring three villages to this t·ic~ra~tlwua was discovered 
by L. Delafon in 1879 and sent to Paris. These plates, reportedly lost after­
wards, were discovered by Julien Vinson in 1902. They arc now preserved 
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m the Bibliothcquc Nationalc-577 (Tamoule-574). The Tamil portion is dated in 
the eighth year of Ko-Vija}a i'<ripa. Among the three 'illagcs donated to the 
l'if~rasthana. VilangattukadU\ anur is one anti i:-. nO\\ kno\\ n simply as 
Kaduvaour. It lie::. 8.750 km. "e~t of Bahur. 

The I 0-day brahmothsamm and the onc-da) alfru thirm•dw in Sri 
Moolanathnr temple and the annual fe~tival in Sri DrO\\ pathiamman temple 
arc a ttended by ~cveral hundred people. A fair i~ held during the 
hralmwth.wram. The Jcyarakini madha koi l in the village buill by Savaraya lu 
Nayagar, the poet, was consecrated on 28 January 1866. 

The fam ous l:.lkc. south or the village, known a-; 'Kauamberi' a lso must 
have been built by the Pallavas who converted se\eral forest areas into 
fertile fields. Most of the people in this 'illage arc either cultivators or 
agric ultural labourers. The lands are irrigated mainl) b) the waters of Bahur lake 
which is the seconJ brge::.t in the region and abo b) \\elb. Pad d), sugar-cane, 
ground-nut. ragi and cumbu :He some of the major crop' gro'' n in the village. 
Th i~ 'illagc '' hich has hcen idcnti!ic~l as a rural gnm th centre and a market 
place is fa~t a'.stlming the characteristic' of a tO\\ n. Bahur 01\CC sened as a 
week-end re~ort for families from Pondichert') anu an atrraction for bird shooters 
who sometime:. stayed in the l nspcction BungaiO\\ there. 

C. Karaikal 
( Dhannapu1 am) A. 202.93 I la. 

P. S54 (1971) 

Thi~ vi ll age i<; ~ituatcd at a di~tancc of u~ km. \\eSt or Karaikal \\-hich 
is the nearest to\\ n. Thi_ IS a re\enue 'illagc '' ith jurisdiction e~tentling over 
Pudutlurai and Patchur. 

Sri Yct7hmurinathceswarar temple in this village has the dist111ction of 
having been ,·isited by SainT Thirugnanasambandar ,.,.ho has sung a pat/t~f!am 

111 honour of the reigning deity of the temple ( Tllirwnara 111-Pathigam o. 136). 

Both \\Ct and dry crops arc gr0\\11 here. Paddy anu pulses arc the 
important crop.., cultivated in this a rea. Irrigation is carried out ''ith the help 
or ca nab. 

About 25 per cent. of the population arc harijans. More than 80 per cent. 
or the \\Orking force in this vi llage are engaged in agricul ture. The rest are 
employed in o ther activities for their livelihood. 
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C. Ozhu karai 
(Dharmapuri) A. 108.00 Ha. 

P. 1.38 1 ( 1971) 

Thio; village, situated at a di:.tance of 6.5 km. from Pondicherry, is 
famous as a cattle market but does not show other signs of brisk social 
a nd economic activities.7 It fo rms part of the Ozhu karai revenue village. 
The villagers are mostly cultivators, agricultural labourers, handloom weavers 
a nd construction workers. Sri Drowpathiamman temple is the main centre 
of worship. The annual festiva l celebrated in this temple Iaiit-: fo r 25 days. 

E mbalam C. Nett<tppakkam 

( A. 203.95 Ha. 
P. 1,805 ( 1971) 

According to inscriptional evidence, this village is at least nine centuries 
o ld. An inscription in Tirubhuvana i refers to the rlace as Emalam. It al so 

refers to the existence of three temples in the vi llage dedicated to Cma lathu 
Mahadcva r. Adbitheswaramuday:.u and Emalathu Durgaiyar Omkara Sundari. 
There a1·c no traces of these temples in the vi llage today. Situa ted at a 
distance or 17 km. from Pondicherry, Embalam is a revenue village with 

jurisdiction over Kambali karanl.uppam, a ttamcdu, Puduk kuppam, Sembi­
palayam a nd Thanikuppam. The vi llage can be reached by road rrom Villiyanur 
railway ::.tation which lies at a distance of about 8 km. from here. Lt can 
otherwise be reached by bus. The vi llage has been identified as a pre-histo ric 

site and a potential market place. 

Erippakkam C. ettappakkam 

(Eripa kkam) A. 138. 16 1-la. 
P. 1.068 ( 1971) 

This village lie · a t a distance of 25.25 km. from Pondichcrry (via Kilu r) 
a nd about4 km. from Pa llint:liyanur rai lway station in South Arcot. It has 
been designa ted as a reven ue vi llage with jurisdiction extending over Andrasi­
kuppam a nd Natta rnedu. According to an in cripti011 ascribed to the tenth 

regnal year o f Sadayavannan Sundarapandya-ll (A. D. 1286) found in the 
Deiva nayagaperumal temple at Thiruvendipuram, some lands were o llcred to 
that temple in the name of 27 high o fficials. One of the officials was known 
as Eripakkamudayan. l ie may have been the o fficia l in cha rge of Eripakkam. 
Hence the a ntiquity of this village may be taken back to the XJ II century.s 
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The annual festival celebrated in Sri Sengalathu Ayyanar temple is a 
notable event in the vi llage which attracts a few hundred people. A majority 
of the population belong to the sched uled castes. Agriculture is the main 
occupation of the 'illagers. Paddy, sugar-cane and ground-nut arc grown here 
Lands are irrigated by tanks and wells. 

Gudappakkam C. Villiyanur 
(Goodapakkam) A. 384.381 Ha. 

P. 2,623 (1971) 

This village lies at a distance of 13.5 km. from Pontlicherry (via 
Villiyanur) amid:.L an e:-.pan ·e of lush greenery fed by the waters of 
the nearby U steri. Since the days of Anandarangapillai the name of the village 
has not undergone any change. 9 The Villiyanur railway station is at a distance 
of only about 5 '-m. from here. It is designated as a revenue vi llage with 
juri diction over Konerikuppam. 

It has been identifietl as one of the market places in Pondicherry region. 
Mat weaving is a popular handicraft practised in the vi llage. The Inspection 
Bungalow at Pathukannu only half-a-km. from here was built during the 
French period. Tho ·e \\hO proceeded to Usteri during week ends in tho. e 
days sought accommodation in this ln~pection Bungalow. 

Jrulansandi C. Bahur 

(Irulansanth i) A. 186.70 Ha. 


P. 1,572 (1971) 

Tkis i.;; a r,l ·t grO\\ ing revenue village which lies at a dbtance of 23. km. 
from Pondicherry and about 8 km. from Tiruppapuliyur rai lway station 
(in South Arcot District). The most signilkant feature of this village is that 
its population which was on ly 425 in 1961 had increased more than three fold 
within a period of ten years. Situa'eu as it is on the eastern limits of Bahur enclave, 
it is likely that people from the ~urrounuing villages have migrated to :his 
place to derive the benefits of development programmes implemented by the 
Pondicherry Admini~lration. 

Agriculture is the main occupation of the people who cultivate mostly 
paddy. sugar-cane, ground-nul and ragi. 
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Kadirkamam C. Ozhukmai 
( ) A. 70.00 Ha. 

P. 2.::!85 ( 1971) 

Kauirknmam lies 4.5 km. \\C!;t of Pomlichcrry. It forms part of tlte 
Tattancha,adi revenue Yillagc. The \illagc i-; named after God Kadinel, in 
whose honour the (' illagc) temple is undcrstl.,Od to ha\e been built about 
150 years ago. The lirst settlers of the \ilbge arc said to ha\e been poor 
Sengunda Mudnliars who migrated from Kanchipuram about 300 )Curs ago 
probably during lhe period of Franr;ois Martin. 

The Muthumariamman temple in the village h fam<.HI\ for it-. 9-Jay 
sc>dal fe:-tival celebrated in the Tamil month of thai (Jnnuary-FebrutH) ). On 
all nine days of the festival the illol of 1\luthurnari.unman i,., taken out in 
ceremonial procession in the evenings. The famou~ 'scdar fc~tiYal takes place 
on the last day. 'Sedar is underlsootl to mean a self-imposed ph)sical torture 
undergone by devotees who usually pierce small sil,er hook-; a1td ~pear, in 
their body or tongues i11 fulfilment of some vow. It is said that some dc\otces 
pierce as many as 108 needles all over their bod). The: then go out in a 
procession after a bath, clntl in turmeric stained clothes. Some undergo this 
ordeal not once but every year throughout tbeir live:-. Thi-. ritual b ob,ened 
even by young children. women and aged persons. E1cn the cat tle arc put 
to such ordeal. On the last day of the festi,al. the goddcs-; i~ taken round in 
ceremonia l procession in a palanquin decorated '' ith imitation pearls '' hich 
is knO\\ n in local parlance as mutlw pnlla/,/.tt. The occa~ion of the fes tival 
is marked by a fair. 

The six-day fe~tival (of Kadirvcl) takes plaLC evCr) year during the 
Tn mil month of masi. The sixth da) fe:.tival is knO\\ n as surasa1111111rrmt, when 
the destruction or Padm~L\Uran b) God KaJincl i:-. l.!nacted through a mock 
shO\\. Usually nine vi llagers perform th e role of nine heroe~ and go out itl 
procc~sion '' ith the deity '' ith S\\ ortl!\ in hanJ. A pt~ll planted in Kambathadi 
street in the vil lage is u::.cd a' a ~ymbol of Pallmasuran. IO Cracker!> are 
fired to mark the killing of PaJma-..uran. Thirupugal S\\:tmigal of 
Thiruvamatoor ha" su ng the prai'e of thi-. Lord Kadincl. 

This vi llage is subject to strong urban inllucnce and the location of 
industries for the manufacture of safety mah:hes. soap anJ camphor has 
imparted an industrial bia' to its economy. But the tradi tional occupatior1 
of \\Caving still holds S\\:1) over others. 
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Kakkallippattu C. ~lannad i pattu 

(Kaiklapct) A. 211.81 1-Ia. 

P. 374 (1971) 

The , illage is located north-we~t of Pondiche: r:v t a distance or 22.5 km. 
on the bank of Sanl-araparani (Gingec) ri,er. It form' rart or the Kodaltur 
re,enue \illage. The \illagl.! may ha\e derived its na ·n<' from the word 
' Kai!-olar,', a L'Oll1111Uility of prolcs<;ional wea\ers \\ ho musl have lived in the 
area many centuries ago. The word Kail-olar i-; <;aid to ha\'e been derived 
from /ali (hand) and kol (shuttle). Kaf...l..alippattu may probably be the con·up­
tion of Kai!-olarpattu t)r Katl-olar putru. 

The mo"t com·cnictlt way to reach the 'il lage from Pondicherry is to 
take the bu" for Villupuram. alight at Kodattur and walk a di:.tance or 2AI 1-m. 
in the no rtherly direction. 

(any year-; ago. a rnasonr) dam was constructed ea).t of the village 
to di,ert rhe waters of Sankaraparani into a big canal lc:.tding to Ustcri in 
Villiyanur Commune. But the dam doc not directly benefit the agril:ulturists 
in the , illagc \\'ho have to depend on the sea~onal rains and the yillagc tank 
which is fed b~ a canal called arimoonji Odai from a tan!-. ncar Yikravandi 
village in South Arcot District. At pre~enl mnt-weaYing is the chief occupation 
of the majority or rhe vi llager~ and the mats produced here arc in great 
demand. Korai gn.b:. "hich i-; the m.lin ra\\ material for mat \\CU\'ing i~ 

grown on either :.ide l)f the river bed. The mat-weaving craft is said to have 
been introduced in the village more than a century ago when some mat 
weaver~ migrated to t hi-.; 'illage, att ractcd by the abundant growth of 
kol'(li gras-.; on the bani--> of Sankaraparani. 

K alapct Per~m Ka!apet Cflin1w A'a!apet 
(Periya Kalapct) C. Ozhul-arai C. O.li1Ul-ar:ti 
(Chinna Kalapet) A. 431.49 Ha. i\. l96Al 1-fa. 

P. 2,866 P. 1,100 

There arc t\\O \ illagcs bearing this name in the \:ttne commune separated 
by a di~tance of only about a l-.ilomctre. One i-; !..no\\ n a-; Periya Kala pet ::llld the 
other as Chinna Kalapct. !3oth rhc 'illages arc ,ituated north or Pondichcrry 
on the Coromandel Coast at a cli~tancc of 11.75 "m. and 10.5 1-m. re,pcctively 
on the Pondicherry- \lara"l-anam road. While Periya Kalapet i~ a revenue 
vi llage with juri ..diction over Kanal-achettil-ulam, Chinna Kalapct form-; part of 
1he Pillaicha\ adi re\ enue 'illage. 
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The village was given as a gift to the French by Da,,ood Khan in 1703. 
Although the village is referred to as Kalapet or Kalapettai in recent times. 
the more probable appellation appears to be Kalapattu (or patru). Many 

vil lages in Tamil Nadu carry the suffix of palfu. which is but the corruption 
of patru. Eve11 Ana11darangapillai refers to ' he place as Kalapattu. t t I nteres­
tingly the word 'Kala· refers to a particular variety of fish for which the 
coast is famous, although we are not certain of any connection between the 
name of this fish and t hat of the village. According to another explanation, 
the name is said to have been derived from the woru 'Caliphate· although 
this sugge tion seems farfetched.l2 

Kalapet was once famous for its forest wherefrom Franc;ois Martin is 
understood to have brought a ll the wood required for building houses in the 
town. This slowly led to its ultimate denudation. Geologists believe that 
the Kalapet ravines must have developed only in the course of the last three 
hundred years. 

Being a coastal village, fishing is the main occupation of the people 
here. Periya Kalapet is in fact the largest fishing village in the Territory. 

Vanniars who form the next predominant community in the village arc mostly 
engaged in agriculture. It ha::. a lso been identified as a rural gro\\ th centre. 

Kalit irtakuppam C. Mannndipattu 
(Kalith irthalkuppam) A. 377.95 H a. 

P. 2.196 {1971) 

This village which lies at a distance of 25 km. west of Pondicherry 
(via Villiyanur) is a lso k110wn a s Kalithirthalkuppam. It is a revenue village 
with jurisdiction extending to the neighbouring Andipalaiyam, Kuchchippalaiyam 
and Silkaripalayam. Some years ago, 460 copper coinl> belonging to the period 
of Rajaraja-1 were discovered here indicating thereby that this place must have 
been inhabited fro m the Chola days. l3 The fact that there arc eleven tanks 
and fourteen temples in this village is enough to exemplify ils importance. The 
fire-walking festival celebrated every year in Sri Drowpathiamman temple 
attracts a large number of people. 

Kalmantapam C. ctlappakkam 
( , ) A. 120.11 Ha. 

P. 641 (1971) 

This village lie at a distance of 2.25 J..m. from eltappakkam and forms 

part of Pandacholanall ur revenue village. lt musl have derived its name 
from the sto ne mandapam located here. Tbe walls of the mandapam raised 
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en carved octa gonal pillars, r.:arry the image!) of deities. tbc avatar~. 

maiden~ waving tbe samaras, or in dancing postures, etc. a ll carved in relief. 
The area ha~ al~o been identified as a pre-historic/archaeological site. Thi~ i:. 
one of the fc" potential market places in the region. 

Kanniyako' il C. Bahur 
(Kannikovil) 1\. 94.67 Hu . 

P. 487 (197 1) 

Thi~ 'illage . ~ituatcd at a di\tance of 17.5 km. from Pondichcrr). forms 
part of the Manappattu revenue village. It muf>t have derived its name from 
the temple built in honour of Patchai Va;hiynmman who i-. otherwise kn0\\11 

a~ Kanni. Wtth the pas-sage of time, t.l1c village it~elf came to be called uft<:r 
the vi llage temple. A I0-day 1/(S(JI'(I/I/ is celebrated with a great ucal 0 f 
l:tnfu re in the tcmpll.!. 1 hi! 1heemithi r.:crcnwny i-. held on the t~;;nth day. A 

fa ir i'i held in the vi llage during the~c uays. 1\ lany thou~and~ gather lO 

celebrate the occasion. A one day 110\\er fe-.tival is a l'o celebrated in the same 
temple. 

There ... a l ~o a uurgha Ill the 'illagc 

Karaikal: 

Severa l explanations are olrercJ for the name Karaikal. The Imperial 
Gazl.!tteer gives it the meaning of 'fish pass·. There i · no doubt that the 
name is a com bination of two words viz., 'Karai ' and 'Kal' . The word 
'Karai' ha~ \Cvcral meanings. one of "hich is lime mix . 'Ka l' may stand for 
the canal. Ba,cd on thi s, it has been suggested that the name Karaikal may 
mean a ca na l built or lime mix. The traces of such a canal are no" here 
C\ itlent no". Accorditlg to Julie11 Vinson. the town i'> '>aid to have been known 
as ' Karagiri· in San')t..rit. 1-l 

In Peria Puranarn Poet Sekkizhar describes the tO\\ n a~ •.;.6YrG'5fl u 'r" fi)dt• 
@JJ!i wrrLAi s;rrrn!Jli;s;rrriiJ', i.e. the Karaikal of many mansions surrounded 
by an impregnable wall. IS In that the poet relates the life l>tory of one 
Punjthavathi '' ho abandoned the material pleasures o r life to devote hcr,cll' 
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entirely to a life of prayer and penance to signify her devotion to Lord Siva. 
She was called 'Karaikal Ammayar' conveniently after the town which must 
have been famous already. The town is referred to in the puranas as 'Karai 
vanam' where Sri Dakshayani, consort of Lord Siva is said to have performed 
penance in human form, for the benefit of mankind. Later on, it came to be 
sanctified as the birth place of Karaikal Ammayar, one of the 63 celebrated 
Saivite saints known as Nayanmars. The later Pramanda Puranam in Sanskrit 
refers to the place as Sagamparipuram in honour of Sagamparidevi. Jouveau 
Dubreuil points out that Karaikal is mentioned in a copper plate inscription 
preserved in the Museum of Leyde Uni versity in Holland. The copper p late 
record~ the gra nt of certa in privileges to a Buddhist monastery at Nagappattinam.16 
It refers to a highway nameJ after Karaikal as the western boundary of the 
monastery. If the highway should be named after Karaikal the conjecture 
is that it must have been a prominent town in those days. Jouveau Dubreuil 
a lso concludes that_Karaikal was ' Ia capitate du pays au Nord de Ncgapatam'. The 
perioJ that followed is, however, shrouded in darkness. In 1739 the town of 
Karaikal and the villages surrounding it were ceded to the French by the King 
of Thanjavur (for further detai ls see Chapter- !). 

Karaikal town. with a population of 26,080 is situated on the northern 
bank of Arasalar, a n emuent of Kavcri. It is a neatly bui lt town with !>lraight 
roads cutting each other at right angles. The cement paved side-walks aJong 
some of the main roads are provided at regular intervals with open squares 
ex.posing the ground for growing shady trees, al though a large number of them 
~eems to have been uprooted by the frequent cyclonic storms. 

Being the administrative headquarters of the region , the Administrator, 
takes his residence in the town at the Government House. The present Govern­
ment House wa built in the year 1838 with a rectangular open ground m 
front. 

Among the temples in Kara ika l, those of Sri Uppifiamaniar, Sri Kailasa­
nathar, Nitya Kafyanaperumal, Karaikal Ammayar, Sri Parvatheeswaraswami 
temple (Karaikovifpattu) and Sri Kothandaramaswa mi are famous. One interesting 
aspect about the management or a ll these temples is that properties are held in 
common for all the eleven temples of Karaikal and the income is utilised 
for the maintenance, daily rituals and festivals of all the temples. The Mangani 

festival is said to be celebrated for many centuries in the KaraikaJ Ammayar 
temple. The adminilotration gives an annual grant of Rs. 500 for th.f 
celebration of the Mangani festival. 
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T he Church of Our Lady of Angels built in 1891 is the chief place of 
wor hip for catholics in the town. Th,e theltarai'U madha festival is celebrated 

on the J5 of August every year. The festival commences with the flag hoisting 
ceremony on the sixth of August. On the tenth day, the statue of the Blesl>ed 
Virgin, mounted on a beatllifully decorated car, i~ taken out in procession 

a long the main streets surrounding the church. 

Of the various Muslim festivals, the Kandoori festival in the Kar:ukal 
durgha is the most important from the point of 'ie\\ of attendance as \\ell 
as the interest evinced by the public. The festival is celebrated in honour of 
Syed Dawood. the muslim saint born at Bukl--ara. thi.! capital of Turkistan. He 
came to India in ~ea rch of his ~piritual guide Halareth Syed Ahamcd Kal khel 
Diwan Oliulla of Tiruchchirapalli, !> f•ent hb last years in Karaikal and passed 
a\\ay on 24 February 1829 (i.e. 1244 or the Muslim era) at the ripe age of 
120 years. The body wa<, entombed in the durgha at Karaikal where the 
annunl K'l'H!oori festival is celebrated. The festi\'n l which is marked b) 
procession-., music and dance is brought to a finale with an elaborate di splay 
of fire-worJ.. s. 17 

Situated 16 km. north of Nagapartinam. it is also the lcrminu~ of th~! 

rai lway line \\hich connects it with Peralam. 

Karaikovilpat tu G:. Karaikal 

(Kovilpathu) A. 316.05 Ha. 
P. 3.494 (1971) 

This village, ordinari ly called Kovilpathu. lie~ at a di-.tance of about 
two km. north-east of Karaikal. T his is a revenue village with jurisdiction 
extending to Pillaittiruvasal. Kovilpathu (or more preci.,ely Kovilpatru) is a 
common expression which means lands belonging to or adjoining temples. The 
village is referred lo as Thiruthelicherry in religiou~ lore~. It may then be 
assumed that this village must have been the abode of an important temple. 
This is one of the four places in Karaikal region vbitcd by Saint Thirugnana­
sambandar who sang a parhigam in honour of Sri Parvn thccswarasw,tmy, the 
reigning deity of its principal temple. Acconling to local tradition, Lord Siva 
assumed the name of Parvatheeswara after his marriage with Parvath i, who 

was born as daughter to Katyayana Maharishi a t Thiruthelicherry, following 
her death out of hame at her father Oak. han's sacrificial penance (1•e/lti).l8 

The statue of Parvathi in a state of thava and that of Siva in the gui~e 

of a tiller, now in the temple a re considered unique. 
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The Church of Our Lady of Angels built in 1891 is the chief place of 
worship for ca tholies in the town. TI-\e thettaravu nwdha festival is celebrated 
on the 15 of August every year. The festival commences with the flag hoisting 
ceremony on the sixth of August. On the tenth day, the stat ue of the Blessed 
Virgin , mounted on a beautifully decorated car, is taken out in procession 
along the main streets surrounding the church. 

Of the various Muslim festivals, the Kandoori festival in the Karaika l 
Jurgha is the most important from the point of vie\' of attendance as well 
as the intere. t evinced by the public. The festival is celebrated in ho nour or 
Syed Dawood, the muslim sai11t born a t Bukkara, the capital of Turkista11. He 
came to India in search of his spiritual guide Halareth Sycd Ahamcd Kal khcl 
Diwan Oliulla of Tiruchchirapnlli. s~JCnt hi!'. last year!> in Karaikal and pa~scd 

away on 24 February 1829 (i.e. 1244 of the Muslim era) at the ripe age of 
120 year::.. The body wac; entombed in the durgha at Karaikal where the 
annual Ktmdoori festival is celebrated. The festiva l which i:; markcu b) 

processions, music and dance is bro ught to a fina le with an elaborate display 
or firc-worb. 17 

Situated 16 km. north or Nagapattinam. it i ~ a bo the terminus of the 
railway line which connects it with Pera lam. 

Karaikovilpattu C. Karaikal 
(Kovilpathu) A. 316.05 Ha. 

P. 3.494 (1971) 

This village, ordinarily called Kovilpathu. lies at a distance of abou t 
two km. north-east of Karaikal. This is a revenue village with juri!>dictio n 
extending to Pillaittiruvasal. Kovilpathu (or more precisely Kovilpatru) is a 
common expression which means lands belonging to or adjoining temple::.. The 
village is referred to as Thiruthelicherry in religious !orcs. ft may then be 
assumed that this village must have been the abode of an important temple. 
This is o ne of the four places in Karaikal region visiteu by Saint Thirugnana­
sambandar who sang a pathigam in honour of Sri Parvalhccswaraswamy, the 
reigning deity of its principal temple. According to local tradition, Lord Siva 
as umed the name of Parvatheeswara a fter his marriage with Parvath i, who 
was born as daughter to Katyayana Maharishi at Thiruthclichcrry, following 
her death out of shame at her father Dakshan's sacrificial penance (11e/vi).I8 
The statue of Parvathi in a state of thava and that of Siva in the gui~c 

of a tiller. now in the temple are considered unique. 
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Surasamharam, Vijayadasami, Kadaimuzhukku nnd Thiruvad hirai fc~tival" 

are celebrated in Sri Parvatheeswaraswamy temple. The Sri Kothandaramaswami 
temple is si tuated opposite to the Siva temple. It is said that the panchalokn 

statues of Kothandaramar, Seethadcvi. La kshmanan and Hanuman now in the 
temple were discovered from one of the adjacent fields a few years ago. 19 

Among the festivals celebrated in Sri Kothandaramaswami temple, the two-day 
nwsi ma~tam observed during February-March attract se,eral thou~and :-. . Side 
b) side a fair is also held in the village. 

In the course of 10 years between 1961 and 1971 the population or 
Lhi:-. \ill age had increased from I ,963 to 3,-l94. Lands being 'cry fertile, both 
wet and dry crops arc grown here. l rrigatioJl is provided by canal'>. Paddy 
i~ grown a~ wet crop and pulses as dry crops. There are :1 rc,, ric.:c mills 
in this area. The people in chi village arc employed in diflercnt occupations 
such as agriculture, construction. trade and commerce, manufacturi ng concern.~ 

and other ...ervice-;. 

Karaiyamputl ur C. 13ahur 
( Kara iyambuthur) A. 410. 11 Ha. 

P. I ,977 (1971) 

Thi -. vi llage i-. ...iluatcd at a di!>tance of 32 km. fr 1111 Pondichcrry 
(via. Bangara vaykkal). T his is a revenue village with ju risdiction extending to 
Chinna Karaiyampultur. 

ft i~ no t known how the vi llage acquired thi peculiar name "hich 
literally means a place of white-ant hills. Even Anandarangapillai refer to the 
place us Karaiyamputhur.20 The village i:. otherwise well-known for its 10-day 
utsal'mn celebt·ated in Sri Drowpathiamman temple. The festival is accom­
panied by a fair. There is also an Tnspcction Bungalow ( P.W.D.) in the 
village. It has also been identified as a potential market place. 

Karakalacbchcri C. Niravi 
(Karaka lacherry) A. 75 Ha. 

p . 884 (1971) 

Situated at a distance of about 3 km. from Karail-.a.l, this village is 
remembcreu for its fort, the remains of which have allno!.t disappeared now. 
Anandarangapillai refers to the place as Karukkilacherry.21 It forms part 
of Ak karavattam revenue vi llage. 
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Sri Mariamman temple and Sri Vella Vinayagamut1hi temple are Lhe 

centres of worship in the village. 

Kariyamanikkam C. Nett4t ppakkam 
(Karimanickarn) A. 256.88 Ha. 

P. 965 (1971) 

This village i' situated at a tli~tance of 27.5 km. from Pondicherry 

and 3.2 km. from Pall ine liyanur rai lway stario n (South Arcot). Villupuram is 

the nearest town from here. This is one of the fe,, villages, the population 

of which had declined from 991 in 1961 to 965 in 1971. HO\\Cver the \illagc 

has been identified as a Rura l Gro\\th Centre and as a market centre. One 

of the harijan ho~teb in Pondicherry region i"> aliio located here. 

Designated a:. a revenue village. its j urisdiction extenus to Thulu kan­

palayam, Kariyamanikkarn, Kuchchipalaiyam. Molappakkam and Su ramangalam. 

Karkilambakkam C. ettappakkam 
(Karklampakkarn) A. 328.88 Jl a. 

P. 1.740 (1971) 

Karkilambakkam lies at a dist.111ce of l5.25 km. ~outh-west of 

Pondicherry (via. Abhishekapakkam). It can also be reached by road via. Villiyanur. 

An XI century inscription in Tirubhuvanai refers to a vi llage by the name 

Kazhukulampakkam. It is like ly that Karkilambakkam is the corruption 

of Ka7hukulampakkam. The reigniog deity of the village temple was called 

Ka7hukulampakkathu M aha de v a r. Anandarangapillai refers to the place a<; 

Karukalampakkam. 22 It is designa ted us a revenue vi llage. 

Sri Kumareswarar temple. Sri Mariarnman temple. Sri Drowpathiamman 

temple and Sri Vinayagar temple are all said to be more than two hundred 

years o ld. A choultry said co have been built more than hundred yean. ago 

can be l!>een here in a dilapidated condition. The ~ ix-day annual fe!>tival 

celebrated in Sri Dro\\ pathiamman temple during April-June attracts 5evera l 

hundred people. The vi llage has been identified as having potentiah. of a 

market p lace. 
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Kil Kasakkudi Kif Kasakk udi Mel Kasakkudi 
Mel Kasakkudi C. Kottuchcheri C. Nedungadu 
(Keezhakasakudy) A. 375.44 Ha. A. 463.32 Ha. 

(Mclakasakudy) P . 1,028 ( 1971) P. I ,204 (J 97 1 ) 

This is o ne of the twin vil lages in Karaikal region bearing the common 
name of Kasakudi, a lthough their separate identities a re maintained by the 
prefix Kif or Mel depending on their location on the east or west respectively. 

According to the Chola in cription~ in the temple. the place was known as 
Udayachandra caturvedimangalam or Kayakudi. Kil Kasakudi is a revenue 
village and iu, jurisdiction extends to the adjacent fishing village. 

Kil Kasakk ud i lies at a distance of 4 km. north of Karaikal on the 
Kara ikal - Tarangambad i road. The famou Kasakkudi copper plates discovered 
in this village in 1879 by M.J. Delafon and ascribed to Nandivarmatl-II throw 
much light o n the high cu ltural level of the people who Jived in this part 
of the country during the Pal lava days. The Siva temple in the village is the 
principal centre of worship. 

Mel Kasakkudi divided into two parts known as Thenpati and Vadapati 

lies at a d istance of abou1 7 km. from Karaikal on the Karaikai-Nedungadu 
road. This is also a revenue vi llage with it j urisdiction extending to Kil 
Puthagara rn , Thiruvengadapuram and Kanjipuram Kovilpathu. Sri Varadaraja 
Perumal temple here, said to belong to tlhe Xlf century, s protected as an anciettt 
mo nument. Some of t he stone carvings in the temple add to its monumental 
value. Tbe Vaikunda Ekadesi a11d Masi Magam festivals celebrated in thi~ 

temple attract several hundred devotees from the surro und ing villages. 

Th.iruvathirai, Chithirai Pou rnami and Masi Magam festivals are celebrated 
in Sri Naganathaswamy temple. The I0-day annual festival in the Roman 
Catho lic church is celebrated itl June. 

Kattcrikuppam Katteri~' Kuppam 
(Kattery-Kuppam) c. Mannadipattu C. Mannadipattu 

A. 237.66 Ha. A. 303.85 Ha. 
P . 920 ( 1971) P. I ,087 ( 197J) 

Though for purposes or revenue administra tio n etc., Katteri and Kuppam are 
treated as two villages, both are known under the commo n name of Katterikuppam 
Tt is located at a distance of 2 1.5 km. from Pondicherry via. Valudavur and 
20.50 km. if approached via. Suttukanni. Tt is a bout 9.7 km. from Chinnababu­

samudram railway statio n. This village has been identified as a m arket place. 
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A road running across the viiJage serves as the boundary line sepa rati ng Katteri 

from the so-called Kuppam . While in Kuppa m a many as 528 belong to the 
scheduled castes, in Ka tteri the number is only 26. 

Kirumambakkam C. Bahur 
( Kiruma mpa kkam) A. 438.96 Ha. 

P. 2,303 (197 1) 

Kirumambakka m is situa ted a t a d istance of 15.5 km. rrom Po ndicherry. 
ll is designated as a reven ue vi llage "i th j ur il>diction extending to ltchangadu, 

ladimcd u. and Pannittittu. Accord ing to certain inscriptions Ki ruma mbakkam 
was known as K iruma mpathi.23 A na ndarangapillai ho\\evcr refers to the 
place as Ki rumampakkam in the XVIII century. 24 Cuddalore is the ncare~t 

town which lies a L a dis tance of I I krn. anti Ba hur at a di-,tancc of four km. 
lt can be reached by any bus plying between Pontlicherry and Cuddalore. II 
appear~ that in Lhe XV Ilf century the musli m~ had an entrenchment at ·c rimam­

bankum ·, In 1712 the place came under a sudden at! ad. by the Engli~h . a 

description of \.\. hieh is left by Captain Roach.25 

More than ha lf of the populatio n in the village belong to the scheduled 
castes. Lands are ir rigated by tanks a nd well~. Impo rtant crops grown in 
this village arc padd y, sugar-cane, r<~gi , planta in and casuarina. Rice milling, 
manufacture of earthenware, pottery and sundry hardwarcs a rc the indu::.trics 
which provide employment to tho c o ther than agricultu rists. 

Kilur C. Vill iyanur 
(Kizhur) A. 135. 15 lla. 

p . 638 ( 197 1) 

Though a small vil lage a bout 2 1 km. from Pondichcrry (via la ngalam), 
it rose to prominence in 1954 when elected representatives of the fo rmer 

French establishments met here on 18 October a nd voted in favour of merger 

with the Indian Union fi nally clinching the issue of freedom for F rench Lndia . 
A memoria l was ·unveiled on 16 August 1972 to commemorate the historic 
event. T he nea rest ra ilway station is Villiyanur at a d istance o r 11 .27 km. 
Villagers celebrate the a nnual festiva l in Sri Muthumaria mman a nd Vinayaga r 
temple . 
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l t is a reven ue vi llage with its jurisdiction extending to Sivarantagam. 
The villager:. are mostly engaged in agriculture for which both no" irrigation 
and lift irrigation are adopted. Principal crop!. grown in this village are paddy. 
sugar-cane, ragi. tapioca and ground- nut. 

Korkkadu C. cttappakkam 
(Korkadu) A. 346.44 Ha. 

f'. 1,339 (1971) 

The \ JIIage lie~ at a di~tan.ce of 15 km. from Pondicherr.> (\ia. 
Villiyanur). This i-; a re,enue 'illagc ''here Vanniar!> and Reddiars arc predomi­
nant. Its name seems to sugge~t that it mu~L ha' e been some kino of a 
fon~:-.l in by-gone days. In fact an XI ccntur} inscription at TiruvaUarai 
refers to a 'illage by name Kokattur. lt i:-. abo li kel) that this n.une had changeu 
into Korl~auu. 

C. Ariyankuppam 
(Korkumedu) A. 30.01 Ha. 

P. 204 (1971) 

Although thb i-, a small village situated at a distance of 11 .5 km. 
from Pondicherry. it a[) umc:. ~ome importance on accounl of the five-day 
annual festival in St. Anne's church held in July. I t is attended by several 
hundred people. Thi~ village form~ part of the Tavalakuppam revenue village. 

Kottucllchcri C. Kotluchcheri 
( Kottucherry) A. 586.90 Ha. 

p . 2,991 ( 1971) 

Thi:-. village lie., at ~~ di,tan.ce of 5.7 km. from Karaikal and is the 
headquarters of Kottuchcheri Commune Pan.chayat. Thi~ i~ a revenue vi llage 
with jurisdicrion extending to the fishing 'illage ol" Akkampettai. 

'early two-third of the work ing force in the village are engaged iu 
agricul ture. Sri Kodees\\aramuuayar temple i~ the principal place of \\Orship 
enjoyirtg an ample income. A statue, a broken ku!lwrilak!.u and some other 
vessels used for temple \\Orship were unearthed from Perumalkoil maidan in thi~ 

village on 28 March 1972. 

The Kottuchcheri macuary with a population of 386 i::. si tuated close 
to the sea-coast "here the people are mo tly engaged in lhhing. 
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C. Ba hur 

(Krislutavaram) A. 23.68 Ha. 

p . 485 ( 1971) 

This vil lage lies at :.t distance o f 13.5 km. from Poncl icherry anu l'orm!\ 
part of the Uchchimeclu revenue village. lt assumes ~orne importance on 
account of Sri Pattabiramaswamy temple. T he one-day artru thimvizlw held 
in the month of January every year attracts several thousand people fro 111 a ll 
~u rrou nding vi llages. During this festival the image~ of several Jcitic~ arc 
brought here in procession for the ceremonial holy immcr~ion in tite river. 
The festival is marked by a !'air. It has been idcn tilied a:- a pre-hi,Lnric.:l 
a rchaeologica I site. 

C. Bahur 

( 1\.ud iyiruppupa laya m) A. R5.7:l Ha . 

p . 603 ( 1971) 

Thi~ village i:; situated at tL di~tnncc of 18 km. from PondichcrT) and 
forms part or Seliyamedu re\'enue village. The one-day theertfllll'UI'i rc~t i va l 

held in Sri Mutha lamman temple i~ a major attraction. People from ~urround ­

in.g villages gather in thousa nds during the festi val, which is acwmpanicd by a 
fair. Mo re than 86 per cent. of the popu la tion in the village belong to the ~chcdulcd 

castes. Al though the vi llage is referred to as Kudi-irruppupalayam wilh !-.Omc 

refinement, the local people call it a)> Kuruvippalayam or Kurippalayam. 

C. Mannadipatlu 

(Kuma ra pa Iayam) A. 84.41 Ha . 

p. 482 (197 1) 

This village which fo rms pa11 of Tettambakkam revenue vi llage, lies at 
a di,ta nce of 20 km. from Pondicherry. Although a ~mall vi llage in Lerm · 
of population, its fame rests chiefl y on the popu larity of Sri Mariamman temple. 
The one-day Masi Magam festival celebrated here, usua lly on the banks or 
Sankarapa ra ni ri ver. during February- March every year, attract smatl)' thousands 
of people fro m a ll surrounding villages. T he occasion is a lso ma rked by a 
fair. This is among t he few villages in the Territory where there are no 
scheduled caste members at all. 



1542 (PLAC6S OF lNTCRBST) 

Kmtichampattu C. Mannadipattu 
(Kunitcharupet) A. 408.52 Ha. 

P . 2.174 (1971) 

Situated at a uistance of 26 km. from Pondicherry, this is a revenue 
village with jurisdiction extending to Kondareddipalayam as well. This is one 
of the several villages the name ending of which ha mistaken!~· changed from 
pallu to per. 

The 18-day long annual festival celebrated in Sri Drowpathiamman 
temple during March-April is marked by a fair. The festival attracts ~eve ral 
hundred devotees. 

C. Nedungadu 
( Kurumbagaram) A. 135.54 Ha. 

p. 514 (1971 ) 

This village lies at a distance of I1.215 km. from Karaikal. As a reve11Ue 
village, its jurisdiction extends to Nallattur, Kosatheru. Melpadugai. Adaikala­
puram, Narikurumbai, Vadakattalai, Agarakurumbagaram. Mattalangudy and 
Panchatcharapuram. It is described as a pensioners' paradise. 

The people in the village are mostly engaged in agricu lture. More 
than 57 per cent. of the population are harijan~. Both wet a11d dry crop'> 
are grown in the area. Paddy and pulses arc the principal crops cultivated. 
Nandalar ~erves aJ. the source of irrigation. Sri Lakshminarayanaperumal 
temple is the principal centre of worship where Vaikunta Ekadcsi is celebrated 
with some measure of festivity. 

Many of the Christians tn this village are 1111derstood to be the 
progenies of a few families wh ich migrated to rthi village from Pagasalai 
in Nannilam Taluk. Pulavar Muthusamypillai, the first biographer of 
Veeramamunivar and Head Native Master at the College or Fort St. George 
in the early years of the XIX century may be de cribed as the most illustriou<; 
c;on of this village.26 The church in the village was built in the year 1854. 

Koruvinattam C. Bahur 
(K uruvinatham) A. 263.02 Ha. 

P. 1,290 (1971) 

This vi llage i!, at a Jistance of 27.75 km. from Pondicherry. As a 
revenue village, its j urisdiction extends to Soriyankuppam as well. According 
to inscriptional evidence, this village is understood to have been known as 
Kuruvimedu in the olden days.27 Anandarangapillai however refers to the 
place as Kuruvinatham and it continues to be known as such.28 This is 
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one of the four villages, the population of which has registered a sharp decline 
from 1,810 in 1961 to 1,290 in 197l. Agriculture is the main occupation o r 
the villagers and the important crops grown in this village include paddy, 
sugar-cane, cumbu and ragi. Ta nks a nd wells are the main sources of irrigation. 

The temples or Sri Drowpathiamman, Sri Vinayagar, Sri Pidari, Sri 

Ayyanar and Sri Mariamman arc the chief landmarks of this o therwise quiet 
vi llage. A large number or people gather to celebrate the an nual fc~tival in 
the Drowpathiamman temple. 

Madagadippattu C. Mannadipattu 
( Madagadipct ) A. 196.23 Ha. 

P. 1,135 (1971) 

Thi~ village, identified as a pre-hi toric am! archaeological :-itc. i~ situatcJ 
a t a distance of 24 km. from Pondicherry. lt is a revenue village with jurisdic­
tion extending to Madagadippattupalaiyam, Nallur and Nallur Kuchchippa la iyam . 
Kundankuzhi appears to be the earliel>t name of Madagadippattu according 
to inscnpt1ons. Kundankuzhi means a deep a nd beautiful water storage. T he 
name Madagadippattu is said to have come into vogue o nly after tbc peri od 
of Yikrama Cholan. As in the case of many village names. the suffix palru 

or patlu has ultimately changed into ' pet'. 

The village is famous for its Eswara n. temple origina lly btult entirely 
fro m stones during the period of R ajaraja-1 in the X I century. It is now 
a historica l monument under the care of the Archaeological Survey or [ndia. 

The da maged structure of the temple is understood to have been rebuil t some 
years ago. Ln the process, the stones were displaced, rendering decipherment 

of the temple inscriptio ns very d ifficult. Some of the srone slabs bearing 
inscriptions a re said to be found in some private gardens o r U!;ed in some 
wells. One of the diVarabalaka statues of this temple is installed within the 
General Hospita l ca mpus in Pondicherry. The statues of Vioayaka. Durga, 
Brahma a nd Lingotbhava a re now in the French Lnstitute at Pondicherry. 

The village. identified as a Rural G rowth Centre and a market centre. 
is famo us for its cattle shandy, Bes ides cattle, handloom cloth, vegetables. 
groceries. dry fish and toys a re some of the items purchased a nd sold here. 
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Madukkarai C. Nettappakkam 

( A. 305.84 Ha. 
" 

P. 3.1 19 (1971) 

This village is situated at a distance of 28.5 km. from Pondicherry town 
It appears to have acq uired this na me because. so metime irr the past, it is said 
to have been close to a madu (a tank). a nd Madukkarai li terally means the 

banks of a madu the traces of which are said to be found even now. 

This village i<; famous for its Sri Marakkaleesw:uar temple. although the 
fe~1ival ~ there do not attract much crowd. But the six-day an.nual festival held 
at Sr i Dro'' pathiamman temple and Koothandava r temple during May-June 
attracts several thousands. A fair i:- held side by side en cater to the festival crowd. 
This is a developed vi llage a nd ha<; been identified as a potential market place. 

Mahe : 

Malle lo\\ n '' hich lie!> at a dbtance of 6A4 km. o uth-east of Tellicherry. 
i" the headquarters of the region. The original Malayalam name of Mahe 
is said to be ·MayyaL.hi ' which means the 'black ri ver mouth'. It was also 
1-. Jwwn as ·Maihi' in an abridged form. But it was the French Commodore 

Pardaillan 'A ho changed it into Mahe to perpetuate the memory o f Mahe 
de Ln Rourdonnai'i. Mahe was once a place of considerable trade but lost 
it!. importance after its !>UCcessive fall inw Bri . ish ha nds. In 1782 iL'> rortif'ica­
!ions were not only razed to the ground but the town was also almost entirely burn t· 

The region, compri:.-ing an area of 9 ~q. km. , had a popu lation of 

23, I 34 according to the 197 1 census. The town alone has a population or 
X.972. Situated amidst a picturesque setting on a ~mal l hill, at the mouth 
or the river by the sa me name, it lies <;urrounded on al l th ree sides by Kerala. 
So me of the ch ief bu ild ings in Mahe a rc 'iituated along the rivcl' bank. 
The coastal road from Kozhikode to Tellicherry and Canna nore passes 

through the town. Covered by a dense mass of coconut palms, the area i<~ 

1\0ted for the fertility of ils '>Oi l an.d the salubrity of its climate. 

The Roman Catholic church, ~aid to have been bu il t first by the French 
111 1736, assumed its present shape in 1855 , than ks to lhc devotion of ~omc 

French m~arines. It i~ now an important landmark in the town. The 10-day 
St. Theresa's fes tival celebrated duri ng October attracts a large number of 
people of difreren.t castes and communities. A fair also takes shape in the 
course of the 10- day festival. The statue of St. Theresa of Avi la i ~ kept exposed 
on the occasion for public veneration. 
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Manaveli C. A riyankuppam 

(Manavely) A. I 15.70 Ha. 


P. 3.274 (1971) 

~ 	 As many a four villages in Pondicherry region a re kn.O\\ n by the name 
::::::::::::: 	 .vl.anaveli, viz. one in Ariyankuppam Commune Panchayat, two others near 

Kodattur and Kal itinakuppam in Mannadipattu Commune Panchayat and yet 
a nother ncar Odiyambattu in Villiyanur Commune Pam:hayaL. The village dealt 
with here is the one in Ariyankuppam Commune Pnnchayat. This village lies 
at a distance of 7.8 km. (via Ariyankuppam) south of Pondicherry. A s 
a revenue village, it<> jurisdiction extends to Manavcli. Nonanguppam. Odavely 
and Chinna Virampattinam. 

Sri Mariam man temple, Sri OrO\\ pathiamman temple and Sri Pandurangar 
temple are the principal centres of worship in the village. The lire-walking 
festival in Sri Drowpathiamman temple and the annual festival in Sri Mariamman 
temple attract a large number of devotees. 

C. Villiyanur 

(Mangalam) A. 250.00 Ha. 


P. 1.074 ( 1971) 

This village is situated at a di~tancc of 13.5 km. from Pondicherry and 
about 15.6 km. from Villiyanur rai lway station. A:. a revenue vi llage its jurisdic­
tion extends to Vadamangalam which, as it<> name suggesb, lieo; on the north. The 
vi llages of Kil Sattamangalum and Mel Sattamongal::un are 110t rar away rrom here. 

An inscription in the Gangai Varagha Fswarar temple in Tirukkanji 
ascribed to the period o f Kulothunga-1 refers to one Cholakonar who is 
described as Puddhamangal::tmudayar.29 It i~ likely that this Puddhamanga lam 
is the old name of Mongalam. The close proximity of severa l villages under 
the <.:ammon name or Mangalam seems to sugge:.t that it must have been 
once a famous Buddhist centre. Interestingly, thi-; ic; o ne of the 'Pols identified 
as a prehi toricjar<.:haeological ite. 

Mannadipattu C. Mannadipattu 

(Mann.adipet) A. 76.36 1-Ja. 


P. 1,422 ( 1971) 

Thi<> vi llage is si tuated at a & ;ta ncc of 25 km. from Pond icherry. Air hough 
t he commune i~ named arter this village, it is not its headquarters. As a 
revenue village. it:-. jurisdiction extends t.o Monbranpet. Sombattu and Tirukkanur. 
The village of Monbra n pel may have been named after the Montbrun fami ly. 
About 500 people attend the annual festival celebrated in the Sri DrO\\ patb i­
amman. temple at Mannatlipau u. 
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Mudaliyarpettai 
( Mudaliarpet) 

As per the census of 1971 the best part of Mudaliyarpettai Commu~ 
came to be treated for the first time as ao urban area. With a populatiot 
of 42,933, it forms part of the Pondicherry urban agglomeration embracing 
besides Mudaliyarpettai the residential settlements of Kalarpet, Karamani­
kkuppam, Kirapalaiyam Kommapakkam, Kusappalaiyam, Murungappakkam. 

Nainarmantapam. Nellitoppu, Orlayanpet, Ottampalayam, Pillaitottam, Pudu­
palaiyampet, Sakkilipalayam, Savannapet. Subrayapillai chatiram, Thengathittu 
and Veeraragha\ amudalithottam 

Mudaliyarpettai, situated at a distance o f three km. south of Pondicherry 
o n the Pondicherry-Cuddalore road, is the industrial hub of Pondicherry \\ he1e 
three textile mills and several small scale industrial units a re located. 

Kirapalaiyam "a~ once very clo!>e to the estuary of the now blocked 
Pondicherry river. It now lies north of Thengathittu and covers the two 
localities of Vamba-Kirapalaiyam a nd Olandai-Kirapalaiyam. While the former 
ties within the limits of Pondicherry urban area, the latter falb under the 
Mudaliyarpettai Commune. It ha been suggested that the word 'Oiandai' is 

the corruption of 'Hollandais' as the Dutch are believed to have settleu in 
the area befo re the arrival of the French. This explanation is however not 
acceptable. An inscription in Tiruvandnrkovil refers to a place called Uzhandai 
and it is quite likely that it refers to this Uzhandai. There is no proper 
explanation for the name Kirapalaiyam. It is likely thar the vi llage must have 
developed into a 'palayam' or a settlement of mercenary soldiers c;ubsequently. 

Thengathittu, about 4 .8 km. from Pondicherry, lies c lose to the sea 
coast surro unded on a ll sides by Uppar (Uppanar) formed hy the backwaters 
of the Bay of Bengal merging with Ariyankuppam river. Thengathittu literally 
means a coconut island.30 

Kusappalaiyam lies at a distance of two km. '"est of Po nd icherry flanked 
by Nellitoppu on the south and Pudusaram on the north. Understandably. 
the village must have been named after the predominant community in the 

village, namely Kosavar or Kuyavar (potters) from which the name 'Kosa­
palayam' or the more preferred 'Kuyavarpalayam' must have been derived. 
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It is certain that the settlement is more than two centuries old, as 
Anandaraugapillai quite often refers to the village in his diary. Tt was Fran<;ois 
Martin who invited the potters to Pondicherry and encouraged them to carry 
o n their traditional craft of toy-making, etc. with a view to exporting the 
product!. to France and other countries. The potters have not always 
been prosperous and naturally quite a number of them have since 
migrated to outside places. The number of people engaged in the traditional 
craft has dwindled considerably of late. Though similar toys arc made in 
places like Murungappakkarn, Ariyankuppam, etc. tho~c of Kusapalaiyam have 
a distinct character. They make a wide variety of toys depicting the costumes, 
the cultural arts and the deities of South Iodin. 

Murungappakkam is situated at a distance of 5 km. south of Pondicherry 
town on the northern bank of Ariyankuppam river. It is noteworthy that 
Silapathigaram refers to a Maruvurpakkam near the ancient Pumpuhar. 
According to one !.cholar, Murungappakkam is the corruption of Marungai­
pakkam.3t ft is however interesting to note that a fragmentary inscription 
found on the no rth basement of the newly constructed Vinayagar temple inside 
the prakara, refers to Uzhandai and Murungaipakkam. rn Murungappakkam 
the six-day annual festival celebrated in Sri Drowpathiamman temple, sometime 
during April- June. a ttracts several thousands of people. The festival is a lso 
marked by a fair. Kommapakkam is refeiTed to as such and as Commaya­
pakkam by Anandarangapillai. The five-day Scdal festival celebrated in Sri 
Sengazhuneeramman temple at Kommapakkam during June attract~; many 
hundred devotee~. 

Orlayanpct lies on the Pondicherry- Villupuram road, about two km. 
west of Pondicherry town. The name of this locality i!> probably linked to 
Orleans of France. As Anandarangapillai refers to the place in his diary, its 
existence since his days is confi rmed. Nellitoppu literally mean-; a gooseberry 
garden. It is located just three km. west of Pondicherry town a longside the 
Pondicherry- Villupuram road. The foundation for Our Lady of Assumption 
church in the locality was laid on 18 January 1841. 

Pillaitotta m lies a t a distance of about 8 km. west of Pondicherry along 
Tindivanarn road. The name 'Pillai' refers to Thiruvengadampillai , the uncle 
of the Diarist. Understandably, the Anandarangapillai fami ly must have had a 
garden in the locality. 
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Ottampalayam i, a small locality with few amenities and of little 

importance. But its origin must have been as a palayam of mercenary soldiers 

belonging to the Otten community. Puduppalaiyampet and Sakki lipalayam are 

adjacent localit ies not so developed, although it is provided witlt ~uch amenities 

as road , electricity and protected drinking water. Karama nik kuppam is 

re latively more develo ped with amenities like rond. electrici ty and protected 

d rin king water. Kalarpet. Nainarmantapam, Savannapet and Subrayapillai 

chatiram arc backward chunks "i th few public amenities. 

The name Vccraraghavamudalithottam i, ~elf-explana tory, <h it sho uld 

have acquired the name by the very fact that Vel.!raraghavamudal i mu~t have had 

a ga rden in the locality. It is also a backward area inhabited mostly by the 

poor and \\ ith very few public amenities. 

A majo rity of the work ing force 111 Orlayanpet, Karamanikku ppam. 

Kirapa laiyam. Murunga ppakl-.am. Nellitoppu and a <>izeablc population of 

Kommapakkam and Naina rmantapam arc mi ll workers. Ko mma pakkam, K usap­

palaiyam. Murung~tppakkam , Mudaliyarpcuai. ellitoppu and Pillaitottam have 

been idcnti llcu as ma rke t places. 

Muttirapalaiyam C. 07hukarai 

(Muthirapalayam) A. 85.00 Ha. 
P. 1,822 ( 197 I) 

Muttirapalaiyam which forms parr o f the Tauanchavaui revenue vi llage 

lies 5.5 km. west o f Ponuicherry. It ic; li ke ly that the o ri ginal inhabitant~ 

of this village belonged to the M utra.tcha o r M uttirajulu o r M utta rasan caste­
of the Telugu country. They were employed by the Vijayanagar king'> to defend 

the frontiers o f their do minio n, anu were ho no ured wi th the title of palayakars. 

The members or this caste are known as Muthiriyar o r Pa laiyakkaran in the 

Tamil country. 32 Ananda ra ngapi llai a lso refers to the place ao; M uthirapalayam.3.3 

There ic; an inte resting sto ry behind Ayikulam a tank in the \illagc- named 

after a devadmi called Ayi. According to this ta le. when Kri hnadcvaraya. the 

Vijayanaga r rule r wa on a tour a round South Lndia in the company o f his 

minister Appaji. the entourage mudc a ha lt at Villiya nur. Once while pas ing 

through the village, it ~eems the king sa w a dazzling ma n.-; io n c; preading a 

capti vating aro ma a ll around. Dcvaraya. and his Minister taking it to be a 

temple. offered 1heir obeisance. When to ld that it w tb the residence 

of a danseuse named Ayi. the king in a lit o f anger ordered the man~ion to 
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be razed to the ground and directed that a well and a tank be dug on the 
very same spot thereby causing profound grief and deep anguish to thi~ lady 

accomplished in the arts. She sought the king"s indulgence by offering to dig the 

well and the tank herself ~tnd did accordingly. The Ayi tank is thu believed 
to have been dug l>Ometime in the early part of the XV I century. 

The It - day annual fc5tival celebrated in Sri Scngathuneer Mariomrnan 
temple during June July attract-> several thousand people from all nearby 

villages. The festival i accompanied by a fair. The village. '' ith as many as 
22 public service institutions, has been identilied as a Rural GrO\\·th Cenlre with 
considerable social and economic activities.34 Situated as it is in the middle 
of seven ribbon villages, it serves as a shopping centre for the rura l folkc;. 

C. Tirunallar 
(Nallambal) A. 95.83 Ha. 

P. 1,369 (1971) 

This 'illage lie-; at a distance of 12.3 km. from Karaikal on the Peralam 
road, and forms part of the a llazhandur re\'enue village. Sri Tantonrccswarar 

temple ascribed to the Chola period i-; an important landmark in the village. 
The outer wall!. of the temple carry many io.;cription:. "hidt tlo not appear 
to have been published so far. There arc ~Jic;o a few exquisitely carved 
granite !>latucs in the temple. 

Agriculture i-; the main occupation of the villagers. Both wet and dry 
crops are rai ed in thi:. village. Paddy i" tht' main \\Ct crop. Plantain and 
pulses arc the chief dry crop<;. Noolar !>ervcs as the main ~ourcc of irrigation. 

Ncdungadu C. edungadu 

( ) 1\. 178.20 I Ia. 
P. 1.736(1971) 

Situated at a di,tancc of 10.3 J...m. from I araikal tO\\ n. it i.., the head­
quarters of 1cdungatlu Commune Panchayat. As a revenue village, its jurisdic 

tion extends to Kccthannavasal, l'vlelanna vasa l. Nedungadu, Agara Mankudi, 
Paruttikkudi, Kil Ponbetti and Mel Ponbetti. The most scn:.alionallind of bronze 

images in the Territory \\as reported from this village in 1948. They included 
the images of Pillayar. ~lanieka-..asagar. Thirugnanasambandar. Skandan, Uma. 
Jnanasakti (a pair), Sivakamasundari, dancing Siva (Anandatandavnm) besides a. 
trident, n conche. a pair of sa ndals, a copper tripod and n plate. 35 



1550 (PLACES OF INTERESTJ 

The Siva (Sri Tantonrce warar) temple in the vi llage was declared as a 
protected monument in 1971. The walls of the Siva temple carry importa11t 
inscriptions. The Thiruvadhirai festival of Sri Tantonrccswaraswamy temple a nd 
the annual festival at Sri Mariamman temple attract a large number of devotees. 

A cotton textile mi ll was established here recently. Members of the 
asari community in the vi llage are mostly engaged in blacksmithy and carpentry, 

whi le parhars work as goldsmiths. This is one of the fast developing vi llages 
in the region. 

Ncttappakkam 	 C. 1 ettappakkam 
A 210.52 Ha. ( " ) 
P. 1,251 (1971) 

Situated at a distance of about 29.5 km. south-east of Pomlicherry, it 
serves as the headquarter of ettappakkam Commune Panchayat. Vi ll upuram 
is the nearest tO\\ n from here. As a revenue village its jurisdiction extends to 
Metturheruvu, Pudupattu and SembaJapet. 

Inscriptions at T hiru manikkuzhi, Tirukkanji, Thiruvendipuram, Thirthana­
gari and Tirubhuvanai refer to this village as Nettaipakkam. We are certain of 
jts e"<istencc since the days or Rajadhiraja-1. During the days of Kulothunga-1 
it was known as Poopalasundaranallur, named afte r one Poopalasundaram, 
otherwise known as C holakkonar. The ract that Boopalasundaram was a great 
warrior is attested by Vikrama Cholan Ula (lines 143- 146) which de. cribcs him 
as the conqueror or the Gangas, Marathas, Kalingag, Kongars and Kudakas. 
He was again responsible for carrying out repai r~ 1n the lake ncar 

Tirubhuvanai.36 

Here is an a ncient Siva temple, ortcn ascribed to lhc IV or V century A.D. 
which is unlikely. Although it is not known when and by whom this 
temple was built, acco rding to a legend Saint Agas1hiar is -;aid to have performed 
pooja here. Ten ortgs (pathigams) sung by a devotee in praise o r thi · 
temple are available. The I 0- day Sl/r(l$(/l/lhnrnm restival celebrated in Sri 

Rama lingeswarar temple during October-November is the most important of 
a ll festivals celebrated in this villa.ge.37 Sri Ycnkatesa Peruma.l temple is 
a nother important place of worship in the vi llage. Agriculture and weaving 

are the two main o.:cupation:> of the p:::oplc in this village. Lands are 
mostly irrigated by tan k~ and wells. This is one of the highly developed 
vi llages in the Territory. Local people prefer Villupuram for Pondicherry to 

purchase their requirements. 
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The village attained fame in 1953 when a number of leading politicians 
left Pondicherry and formeu a Liberation Government here to fight for the 

freedom of French fmlian establishments. 

Nira' i C. Niravi 

(Neravy) A. 373.92 Ha. 
P. 3.778 (1971) 

This village. situated at a distance of 5.3 km. from Karaikal town, is 
the headquarters of Niravi Commune Panchayat. 

The village is noted for its temple of Sri Jambunathaswamy claimed to be 

about 300 years old. The thiruratllirai (December- January) and tllirukkartllikai 
festivals (November- December) are celebrated m this temple. Several 
hundred people take part in the tllinn•at!urai festival. A fair is held on the 
occasion when articles of worship a re kept on sale. Vaikunta Ekadesi is 
celebrated during December- January in the Kariamanickaperumal temple. This 
village is believed to be the birth place of the fam ous Adhimadura kavi who 
adorned the court o f Thirumalairayan, the 1-.ing who ru led from Tirumalarajan­

pattinam. lt \\as the pride of this poet which wnc; subdued by poet 
Kalamegham. The "illage as~urncd some importance after the Oil and Natural 
Gas Commission carried out test drill~ to locate poso:ible deposits of petroleum 
here. 

Members of the Muslim community are engaged in mat weaving, Vanniar 
tn basket-making and A ari in blacksmithy and carpentry. 

O diyambattu C. Villiyanur 
(Odiampet) A. 234.01 

p . 997 ( 1971) 

This is a revenue village :.ituatcd at a di!.tancc or 8.5 km. from 
Pondicherry with jurisdiction extending to A rurnattapurarn, Karaiyamputtur, 

Manavcli, Periapet. Tattanchavad i and Valluvanpet. The vil lage is referred to 
as Uclayampattu in Villaipuranam (~tanLa 125) although Anandaran.gapillai 

refer to it as Odiampattu.38 lt is more likely that the village may have 
derived its name from 'Odiam' tree "hich is very common here. lt is clear 
that the suffix pattu has changed into 'per. The village io: otherwise famous 
for its Kasi Viswanathar temple, "here the 10-day brahmothsaram during 

February-March is marked by great festivity. A fair is a lso held at the place. 
An estimated crowd of 60.000 attend the celebrations. 
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Oduturai Mel Oduturai Kif Odutumi 
(Oduthurai) C. iravi C. iravi 

A. 208.39 Ha. A. 96.40 Ha. 
P. 794 (197 1) 	 P. I ,077 ( 197 1) 

This is one of the t\\ in villages in Karaikal region, one known as 

Ki l Oduturai and the other as Mel Oduturai, together fo rming a revenue 
village. 

Villagers nrc mo~tly engaged in agricultural acti\ itics. Both \\Ct and dry 

crops arc grown here. Lands in the area arc irrigated by the Ouuthurayan 
channel. The annual festival celebrated in Sri Kaliamman temple and the 
naming rest ivai of Chikl Jesus in St. Antony'" Church arc of some imporwnce. 

O.thukarai : 

Based on the criteria adopted for the 1971 CClhUS, ~CH!ral or the villages 
which formed part of the Ozhukarai Commune were grouped under the 
Ozhukarai urban area for the lir:.t time to form part or the Pondicherry 
Urbatl Agglomeration. With a total population of 26.080 the Ozhul-.arai urban 
area covers the old settlements of Dcla~upet. [llupillaicha,·adi, Karu,adikkuppam. 
La~pcttai, l'vluthulingapet, avalkulam, Pillaicha\<u.li (Kuppampet), Pakka­

mudiyanpet. Peduuchettipctlai, Puduppettai, Pudusaram.':' Saint Paulpct, 
Samipillaithottc~m. Sanarapcl, Tattanchavadi* and the new colonies or Bharathi 

Nag.tr, Dhanwant:trin.agar, Gandhinagar, Jecva Colony, Sankar Nagar. 
Tagorc Nagar and Vivekananda agar. The urban complex doc" not incluue 
07hukarai proper. 

Dcla~pct ~hould more appropriarely be called Delarchcpcl. Karuvadi­
kuppam is relcrred to a l'>o as Karukudi!..uppam by Anandarangapillai in his 
Diar) .39 Although this settlement is more than two centuries old, it ~till 

remains a back\\:uu area with lc" public amenities. Lhpettai which lies at a 
d istance of about 4.2 km. from Pondicherry, i" one of the many pellai.\ 
which sprang up arounJ PonJicherry after the nrrival or the French. This 
settlement is undcr::.tood to have been named after Captain Law. an Irishman "ho 
was in the sen icc of the l'rench bet\\CCn 17-+S and 1755. fhc localtty rose 

* 	There arc two dillcrent place~ known unuer the -;amc name of Saram 
and Tattanch:l\adi. The other Saram i-; in ~ludaliyarpettai Commune 

.tnd Tattanchavadi in Villiyanur Commune. 
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to prom inence after merger, "il h the location of Tagore Arts College, Motilal 

Nehru Po lytechnic, the Junior Technical School, St. Jo eph de Cluny High 

School and also the governmen t servants hou ing colony. lt has a lso developed 

into a mar~ct place. 

Pakkamudiyanpct might ha'e developed around I 675 as according to 

S.P. Sen, ··at the t ime of _his departure from the Coromandel coast, de Ia 

Haye had given io (Frnnc;ois) Martin, money ror the subsistence o f rour lndian 

captains for their gallant and loyal service at St. Tho rne. In order to util ise 

this money to the best auvantagc. Ma1tin farmed a village named 

Pacwnot!iampC'I from Shcr Kha n within half-an-hour's reach from Po ndichcrry."-40 
Anandarangapillai refers to the place as Pakkamudayanpattu.·H The temples 

of Mariamman and Ganapathi arc the two landmarks in the area. 

Settlement-; adj<H:ent to la rge Lowns ore commo nly "-no" n as Sa ram in 

the Tamil cou ntry. It is possible that the vi llage Saram rnu~t have acquired 

the name because of it!> pro:-..imity to Pondichcrry to\\ n. That the village 
is more than tv\ o centuries old is certain :l'-. A nandarangapi llai himself refers 

to it in his Diary.·U It lies o nly 1.5 km. west or Pondicherry on the road 

to Tindivanam. Pudusaram forms part or Saram which lies divided into 

Pazhayn-,aram and Pudu. a ram. Pud usaram area i~ of late r growth. While 

PaLhayasaram i~ de~ignatcd G!> rural for purpose-. or <.:C rl ~ U l>, Putfu~aram form-; 

part of the Q;hukarai urban complex. Pudu~aram ta~es pride in the fact 

that Mahaviu\\ an Periasamypi liai , a Tamil ~cholar and the author or 

Putltul'llild,alamlwgalll. 1vas born in this village. 

Tattandmvadi ro~e to prominence with the establi~hmcnt o f the 

Industria l E'>tate io 1963. The three-day Annual fes tival celebrated in the 

Sri Ayyanar temple here attract-; hundred-; of devotees. 

The Dhanwantarinagar area was unlil \Cry recently known as Gorimedu 

and less frequently a-; Red 1-1 ills because of its nltitudc and the ferruginous 

soil. The area ri.,es to a height of about 14 metres above sea-level rendering 

the climate le:-.s humid and more salubrious. The establishment of the 
T.B. Sanatori um , the J IPtvl ER Hospital together with its residential co mplex. 

t he Police Ih1u~ing Colony, the Public llealth Labora tory, the Government 

Tourist I lo me and the adjacent Indira Nagar have ali added to the impona nce 
o f the place. A rcw chun.:hcs anu temples, lodges, ban~s, hotels and a pol ice statio n 
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There arc three inscriptions o f Rajanarayana Sambuvarayan ( 1339­

1363 A.D.) in the Villiyanur temple "hich refer to this place as Kulothungachola­

nallur. That this place was the scat of powerful and influential political 

chieftains during the Chola days is also '>Upportcd by several inscriptions. 

Later imcriptions refer to this place as 07hukarai. It may therefore 

be ru.sumed that Ozhukkai-Vadakarai mu::.L have come to be known 

as Ozhu karai in course of time. 

The French adventurer La F<trelle who \\US 111 Pondicherry between 1725 

and 1735 refers to a temple ~ituated at n uistance of I! "Iicues' (about 6 knq 

from Ponuicherry. I Jc has left us a de~cription of a :.pectacufar procession 

from the Siva temple 111 Pondicherry (Kitha Kovil) to the principal temple 

(Mel kovil) at Othukarai. As many as twenty to thirty thou ...and people 

participated in the procc,.,ion. There arc no traces today of the 07hukarai 

Mcfkovif refcrreu to by de fa Farellc. According to J ouveau Dubreuil, 

the to,-.n of 0Lhukarai once upon a time extended up to the present Jay 

Pondichcrry which \\US only its -;uburb. The temples of S1 i Mariamman, 

Sri Cllayamman and Sri Meenakshi Sundarc-;\\arar arc importnnt places 0f worship 

for Ilindu., at present. 

The lands here arc very fertile and both '' l;t and dry crops arc gro\\ n 

here. Usteri serves as flow irrigation and \\ells arc uscu for lift irrigation 

Important crops rai-.ed rn this vi llage are paddy, ground-nut, pfaintain and 

sugar-cane. This \ illagc has alc;;o been identified a-; a market place. 

C. T.R. Pattinam 

(Padudarkollai) A. 16.8 lla. 

P . 20R ( 1971) 

Forming part o f the T.R . Pattinam ComnlllllC, it i'> a very ~mall "illage 

situated at a distance of 8.5 km. from Karaikal. It forms pnrl of the 

Mefaiyur revenue 'iflage. Its importance lies in the fact rhat it 1s the 

only enclave "hich lies detached from Karaikal region. surrounded on all 

side:. by Tamil 'ladu territory. 
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Pandacholanallur C. etlappakl-.:lln 
( Pantlasotha nu r) A. :! 14.36 Ha. 

P. 1.608 {1971) 

Thi" village is situated at a tli-.tance of 26.5 J..m. south-,,e~t of 
Pontlicherry. According to inscription-, in the l\1alligarjune,\\arar temple here, the 
village must have been known as Thirumuda vanpalli during the days of 
Kulothunga-1 (XI century). named after Thirumudavan. probably a chieftain 
in "hose honour the pa/li was built. The name of this pa/li may have been 
ascribed to the village in due course. Since X II century the village i-. said 
to have been called Pandithacholanallur. after Rajaraja-1£ who \\as otherwise 
known ao; Rajapandithao, erullite a<> he was both in Tamil an.d SansJ..rit.44 
The name Panllithacholanallur may have changed into Pandaso;hanur. 

The temple& of Sri Mallikarjunaswamy and Sri ~~ uthumariamman are 
the two important centres of worship in the "illage. The 12-tlay bralunoth.mi'Um 
celebrated every year during July-September in Sri Muthumariamman temple 
is an important fe~tival in this village. 

Lands are irrigated by both tlo" anti life irrigation. Padd). sugar-cane, 
ground-nut, ragi and cumbu arc some of the important crop gro" n in this 
vi llage. Nellikkuppam is the nearest town from thi~ \illage which i~ linked 
by a bus route. 

The first set of 150 lov' co~l house~ for hurij,ln' wa-. built 111. this 
vil lage recently. 

Pillaiy:trkuJ>t>am C. Villiyanur 
( ) A. 260.54 Ha. 

p. 1.362 ( 1971) 

Thi-. village is situated at a di-,tance of 17.00 J..m. from Pontlicherry 
on the bank of SanJ..araparani ri,cr. Thi-. i-. not to be confused "ith the 
Pillaiyarkuppam in Bahur Commune Pancha}al although both the 'illages 
have been identified as pre-hisloric, archacolog.ic:tl site. The PillaiyarJ..uppam 
in Villiyanur Commune is well kno" n for its temple' anll fe,livals. The 18-day 
annual festival held during April-May in Sri Koothanda\ar temple io; the most 
famous . Devotees throng in thomands to \\ itnc-.., the celebration-.. to "hich 
the festiva l fair adds colour and gaiety. 
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Pillaiyarkuppam C. Bah ur 

( ,. ) A. 45.26 Ha. 
P . 811 (1971) 

Situated at a distance of 17.25 1-m. (via Cuddalore road) from Pon.dicherry, 
this is one of the place~ identified as a pre-historic and archaeological site 
by Prof. J. Dubreuil. A'i a re,enue village, its jurisd iction extend'> to Ka ndanpet 
Narambai and Vallmnrpel. 

Paddy i ~; the principal wet crop grown here, while casuarin.a. ragi a nd 
tapioca arc some of the dry crops. Ta nl-.s and wells are the main sources of 
irrigation. Coir industry provide. part-time work to some of the villagers. The 
artisans mostly worl-.ing \\ith their hand' use coconut frbrc to mal--e coir, 
ropec;. etc. '' hich lind a goou market both 111 villages and town~;. 

Ponbctti Mel Ponhetti Kif Ponbelti 
(Ponbethy) c. Nedungadu c. Ned ungad u 

A. 67.07 Ha. A. 93.30 lfa. 
P. 450 P. 277 

Ponbetti is a t\\in village. vi/. Mei-Ponbelli and Kil Ponbetti both l)ing 
clo~e to attar. The name Ponbetti is said to be the corruption of Ponbattri. 
It has also been suggested that Ponpattrikavalan Buddhamitran. the author of 
Veeracho7hiam is a native of this village.45 Thic; name indicates that he 
must have been a Buddhist by religion. lntcrc)tingly even the old Siva temple 
in the village is built in the shape of n Buddha \ihara. 

Pondicherry : 
( )

" 
'The Periplus of the Erythracan Sea· written in the I century A.D. and 

the Geography of Ptolemy (I[ ccntur)) mention 'Potlukc' as a port town on 
the Coromandel Coast.-Hi The identification or a Roman tradin!! centre in the 
im mediate \icinity of Pond icherry adds \\eight to the equaf ion of Poduke 
with Pondichcrry. Although this equation ha-; been suggc-,ted by more than 
one writer. the equation of Podul-.e \\ ith 'Putluvai', the name by \\ hich the 
town was kno\\ n in the dnys of Kambar and Ottal-.oothar. scem'i to be more 
probable. Th~ ru ino; of thb port town \\ere identified at Arikamedu near 
Kakkaya ntoppu on the southern banks of river Ariyankuppnm. The general 
ind ications given for 'Poduke' by the Periplus and Ptolemy are inferred 
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to be con,i-tent \\ ith the po:.ition of Arika medu. The fi ndings of Arikamedu 
have therefore confinneJ that the ~ite surrounding Pondicherry must have been 
in occupation from the first century B.C. o r rhc beginning of the fir:.t 
century A. D. -H 

According to one traJition. the mwn was o nce upon .1 time a n abode 0f 

scholars well ver-;cJ ia the ve.las an.i hence came t) b~ knnwn a ... VeJapuri . 
Tile in-;cription-; of the denh)lished VeJapurecswarar temrli.! ~uggc~t that the 
town mu<>t have been kno,,n as Vedapuri. the reigning dei ty of the to"n 
being the ·1swarar' of Vedapuri. The numerous Chola coin~ of the cle,entil 
and adjacent centurie~ (.\.D.) found in the area go to indi..:atc that the town 
must have con tinued to nourish even during the Chota period. lnt crc:-.tingly, 
during the days of Ottakoothar a nd Ka rnbar in the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries. Puducheri is said to have been known in its shortened form as 
•Puthuvai'. Thi-. tO\\ n. ac<.:ording to -.ome scholar-,, belonged to Thirmennai­
nallur C hadayappa t\ ludaliar. the benefactor of Kamlxtn the grcat.-'8 ·Puthuvai. 
mu"t ha\e then formed part of the country ca lled Tirumunaippadi in adunadu. 
its cupital being Tiruvennainallur. 

Carty in the ~ixteenth century. the Portugue'e had a facwry here which 
they mu.;;t have established after 'lagappatinam (in 1521) a nd before San Thome 
(in 15:!4) a:. evident from ·Da r\~ia', a book ~"r Ge•.1graphy publi~hcd by 
J. Barros in the year 1553.-'9 A map or Pierre Berthelot ( 1635) fi,h 
' Polcse re' as a Da nish trading port on the Coromam.lel Coa~t ind icating that 
the Dani<;h <.:on tact "hich began in 16 16 continued in spite of the Dutch 
ha\ing been a liO\\'Cd into the town.SO In 1639. Francis Da), an English 
explorer from i\ Jad ras vi~itcd ·rullicherri' t\\ice and -.tayed in the Dani"h 
lodge.St In 1648, the Council of ivladras called t he rown ' Pull ichcrry'. 
Hobson-.lob•;on cites an English reference tt) the place in 1680 under the 

spell ing ' Puddichenf. 

T he !! indus are understoou to have ca lled the to\\ n ·Pulhuvai· or 
'Puthucccri' "hilc i\ lusalmans called it ·Pulcheri'.52 A.; if to conllrm this, Bhimscn 
in his memoires (169-t 95) entit lcu 'Tarif..h-i-Dilkasha' . \Hites that they 
'·touf..cd at Phulcery po rt from oubidc. It is a strong fort or rhe French a nd the 
Dutch live here. They ha'c many gun' arti llery material in fine weapons.''53 

The Porrugue'c ·Puduchcira' became the Danish ·rofe ·ere' and the Dutch 
Pollochirc·. b ut it was the French merchants of St. !\Jalo who ~cem to hwc 
m ixed up 1he ·u' for ·n· a nd tran-.formed ·Poud icheri' into 'P ondicheri '. 
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Pondicherr) "a~ built neat!) and compactly as an ordered ''hole and in 
puNwnce of a definite plan. 54 A~ it cxi~b to-day. it is a blend of the 
Occident and the Orient a nu a moue! of t\ledieval Europc.tn to" n planning. 
It is oval shapeu "ith par;1llel ::.trcet-. cutting each o ther ut righ t angle-. :.~nd 

an esplanauc about three km. in lengt h ~kirting the t0\1 n. A visitor to the 
to\\rl ca nnot but feel that he i-; eeing a lillie piece of Fra nce set uown in India. 

The XVTII century Palaic; du Gou,•erneur, no" chril!Lened Raj Niva!l, 

the o ld T ribuna I no" housing the Legislative Assembl). the ('ercle de 
Pondichc·ry, the General Ho~pita l. the Maternity Hospita l, lhe Ashram Dining Hall 
and the Ur1ited Commercial Bank are !>O lined up on three sides to form the 
Place du Gouvernement \\ ith a monument as the point o f a ttraction ri<>ing at the 
centre o f a well laiu garden. Some c\quisitely carved monolithic pillars 
adorn the Place. The'>e pillars. ascribed to the XV Il ccnlur). were brought 
from Gi ngee ro Pond icherr) after the capture of its fort in 175 1. As the 
pillarll were found lyi ng. scattered in a state of neglect ~ i nce 176 1, they were 

ordered to be buried in 1836. They were then dug out and erected at d ifrerent 
points to add to t he bea ut) of P lace de Napoleon Ill '' hich was i naugunrt~.:d 

in 1866'-'. The P lace 11as ~ubsequently renamed Place de Ri-J)ublique. Tlw 
Hotel de Ville (Town Hall). the War l\1emorial, the 4.:!5 metre tall Gandhi 
statue facing the spra,\ling Gandhi rnaida n, the 27-mctre tall lighthouse. the 
Sea-View Restaurant and the Pond ichcrry Di'>tillery arc notable points o f 
attraction along the 1500-metre long promenade (Cour~ Chabro l) edging the 
coast. The e11 P ier and the beach opposi te to it arc popul:.~r resorts. The 
railway-sta tion. the bu:-.-:-.taml. the Kamban Kalai Arangam. the Botanical Garden, 

and the Ja11ahar Bal Blun.tn a rc the other important landmarks ol' the to\\n. 

T he Institut Fran~ais and the Ecole Fran\ aio;e d'Extrcmc-Oricnt arc 
edifices of lea rning and research ''here ~tudic::. a rc ca rried o ut in lndnlogy, 
Archaeology. Lexicograph). Palyrw logy. Pedology and Cartogruphy. 

The statue of Jeanne d'Arc opposit~.: to l'Eglisc de Notre Dame de 

Angcs, that o l' the goddes· of t ruvcl in front ol' the railway-station, 
that of Selvaraj u Chelliar in a pri1atc park on the beach road. the statues of 
Bharathidasan and 1\nnadura i a rc grateful memento<; to a meaningful past. The 
roads and street... named after historic pcr-;onages of Pondichcrry recall to 
mind fading mcmorie~ of )Cster ycu r-.. 

* The granite pillars in~ide the Grand Bazaar were a lso from Gingee. 
The three figures in one of the pillars are sa id to be that or Muthu­
krishnappa a if.. and his t\\ o " i' e~. 
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Rue .lawa ha rla l ehru and rue Mahatma Gandhi a re the fashio na ble 

shopping quarters of Pondicherry. The Grand Bazar, the Petit Bazar, the 

Bazar Saint Laurent serve as market centres of the town.. l\ l uttiyalupcttai is 

a lso a ma rket centre o f repute that :.erves the locality. 

There arc very few streets in the town not :-.ancrific<.l by the prcci n.cts 

of a temple, a church or a mosque. There arc in fact mo re than 32 temples 

be~itle:, several churches and mosques in the tO\\ 11. or the ·c. the Ma nakula 

Vinayagar temple (rue d'Orlcans), Muthumariamman temple (l'vluth um:tria mman 

koil Street ,) Drowpathiamman te;nplc (close to We-,t Boulevard), Kamatchi­

a mman temple (rue Bharathi), Vantuarajaperumal temple an<.l Sri Vedapuree:-­

warar temple (rue Mahatma Gandhi ) arc very famou s. Some fe. tival or 

other i-. celebrated a ll through t he year in these temples ~preaJing a fc~tivc 

mood a ll around . The celebration a re marked by colo urful processions, musica l 

performa nces, upa11yasolll.1' and the Jisplay of fire-works. 

Hasi moga111 is celebrated o n the ~ea~hore ncar I urichchikuppam \\ith 

a g rea.t deal of fanfare, probably :.ince the beginning o f this century. Deities 

from as many a~ th irty-eight temples as far as l'vl a ilam (32.20 km.) Decvan ur 

(54.54 km .) a nd G ingcc (69.23 km.) participate in the celebration . The pious 

a nd \\CII-to-do people of Po ndicherry encou raged the celebration by munificent 

donations to meet the expenses for bring ing the dcitie~ and for making other 

arra ngemenrs. On 111asi 111agam day the ursm•mnoorthil's or the festival images 

a rc broug ht in proccs~ion to Po ndic herry a nd from there taken around 

the town In a clock-wise d irectio n to the accompaniment o r 

nadhaswaram mu. ic. On arrival, the Saivite a nd Vai~hnavitc deities arc 
arranged ncar the sca~horc. The I"IJolam (trident) of Sai,.ite deities and the 

clwkram of Vai~hnavitc Jcitics a rc removed and dipped with the usual cere­

monic-. in the \ea and then the images are im,tallcu in a row in the nearby 

temporary pandals. The idols a re arrange<.! accon.Jing to con\'cntion, in a 

determined order from north to :-.ou L:l, a ll o f them racing ea... l. A large 

number of de' otccs take b.nh in the ~ca after performing a sanf..alpm11 before bath 

us:.isteJ by pricstl> \\hO as:,emble ther~ for the rurposc. Three or the thirty­

eight deities. viL. of l'vl:lilam, Gingcc and Dccvanur ...tay o n for two or three 

more days in the mwtdafUIIIt of Mailam de1·asrhanom situated in !\ l ission Street, 

the VeJapurce...warar Varadaraja Peruma l Vidyalayam o r Calve Rajagopalasami 

Bungalow in West Bo ulc\.trd respectively. n ubramaniar temple of Mailam 

a nd Sri Poyyada Vinayagar tempi~ of Deevanur are givc11 an annua l grant 

of Rs. 225 each to enable their participatio n in the nwsi magam fe tival. 
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The ten-day annu.1l fe;.ti\.t( in Muthumariamman temple is celebrarcJ 

i n the Tamil month 0f thai (January- February). llere roo, the I 0 predominant 
communities o f the town, viz. Vannar, Scnaithalaivar, a iJ u , Vysia, Vellalas, 
Vanniar, Sengunthar, Vaniar, Ariyn Vysias and Brahmins COitJuct the fest iva l 
respecri\ely on each day according to a longstanding agreement. The procession 
on each night i;; marked by mu~ic and display of fire-works. The I 0-dny 
annual Brahmotllta l'(l/11 of Manaku la Vinayakar Temple is celebrated since 1957. 
According to a common agreement, each day's expenditure is met by a parti­
cu lar community in the town.SS A 22-day festival i celebrated in Drowpath i­

amman temple in the month of acli (July-August). This fes t ival. associated 
with the fire-walk ing ceremony. is \'Cry ramous and attracts a la rge crowd. 
On the eightecmh day the Goddc~s is taken to Vellavari, a place two kilo­
metre:. north or P0ndicherry tO\\ n \\here the famo us fire-\\ a I king CCI emony 

takes place. Th~1sc '' ho vow to take part in the ordea l observe 40 days 
fast and ''ear ">affron coloured clothes a 11d afler a purificatory bath, walk 
t hrough the fire to the a. to n ishment o r the <; peclal0rs.56 

The a nnua l kinni radltotlmmuu or Kamatchiamman temple is c.;lcbralcd 
in the Tamil month llf cllittirai (April-May). The word kinni means a metallic 
hollow c.Ji-;c. During the fc rival the ch~Hiot (rarham) 1n which the deity is 

installed ror the ceremoni1.1 procession i'i decorated \\ ith numcrou'i :-.uch well polished 
discs \\ hich gli tter beautifully in moonlight. The restival. marked by proces­
sions o f the Goddess in diflerent l'(t/umas to the accompani ment of nad haswarnm 
mu-;ic anJ di'iplay of fire-works, i~ so nameJ because of this special decoration. 

The Varadarajapcrumal temple is a simple, modest and impressive 
structure. It ha~ a pri?eJ posses~ion of a ntique jewellery. Srimath Andavan 
has sung the glory of thi.; shrine in hi~ Mangala Sassanam. 

Among:.t the churches. the Egli e de Not re-Dame de I ' Jmmacul~c Concep­
tion in rue des M issions E lnmgeres, I'Egli c de Notre Dame des Anges in rue 
Duma.; a nd Egli:-.e t.lc acre-Coeur de J c ·us in South Boulevard are the mo;.t 
note'tvorthy. each representing a d il1ercnt style of architecture viz., I ndo-Saraccnic, 

Roman anli G othic. Of them l"Eglisc de Notre Dame de rtmmaculcc Conception 

was fi r~t built in 1692 and took tts present shape in 1791 after it~ destruction 
in 1761. It is noted for its Saraccnic featu res. The ch urch of Notre L>nme 
des Ange~ built bct\\Ccn 1851 .tnJ 1855 is noteworthy for its mn!>onry ornamentation 
carrieJ out with the fi ne$l tlnmam mixed with the white or eggs which almost 
gives to the walls the etTect of" hire marble. The church in Kurichchik uppam was 
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built in lhe year 1843. The Sacred Hearl Church. consecrated o nly a t the beginning 

of thi century, tand s o ut a~ a !>pecimen of gothic ~plc ndou r. The Mained glass 

panels that adorn the doors and \\ indow., add beaut~ to the interior of the church . 

In the ca tem wing of the t O\\ n. cspcciall~ in rue Capucin'5 (no'" rue 
Romain Rolland) arc little mansions and cottages protected b) columned 

portals. The Ouvricrs des Soeur!. de St. Joseph de Cluny. io; a beautiful 

XVIII century structure which ma.y probabl) ha'e c'caped the de~truction o f 

1761. Severa l public as well as private buildings. like Ecole de Ia rue des 
M issions Etrangeres (now V.O.C. High School) and Colli·gc CahL- carr) the 

impress of continenta l architecture. As a l>pecimen ol' Indo- t- rench architecture 
one m.ly cite the mansion of Anandarangapillai in rue Rangapillai built 

sometime in 1733 and that of Kattoukara AppaHI Pillai in rue J~:l\\aharlal 

Nehru both of which have been declared a-; historical monumen ts. 

The po lice band used to play at the ~pcciall) buil t b~uH.Istalld "ithin 
the nnmicipal nursery garden. owadays it pla)s Western and Indian mu~ica l 

compositions every Saturday at the pentagonal pla tform at the centre o f 

the Gandhi maidun. The town is otherwi~c famous for ib eating places \\hich 

serve French as well as Victname e food. The root' garden rc,taur.lnh and 

bars are an added a ttractio n. 

Verily as the tourist brochures proclaim, "for those in quc~l or a relaxed 

leisurel y holiday whi le simultaneously imbibing of India's great '-pir itual and 

cultural heritage. there is no better place than Pondichcrr~ ... 

Poraiyur C'. Villiyanur 

,. ) 1\. 82.J+ Ha. 
p . 769 ( 197 1) 

This vil lage lie at a dil>tancc or ahout 5 km. from Pontlichcrr~ town 

a nd about 2.5 km. fro m Vill iyanur nti l"ay station. An in cription in the 

Villiyan ur temple a cribed to the period of Sadasivade\ara~ar refer, to a 

place called Pirayoo r. The Villaipur~1m1m "hich belong~ h ) :1 much later 

period a lso refer~ to the place as Pirayoor. The \\Ord 'Pira) · mean, the 

ere cnt and the suffix ·oor' refer~ to the place. It ma) therefore be ~afely 

assumed that the name ' Pirayoor· rna) ha'c changed into ·Poraiyu r'. The 

village ha:-. tiS\Ullled SOme importance \\ ith the e'tabJi..,hment or '-0111C i ndu~trial 

units in the VICHl lty. Harijans co nstitute more than 67 per cent. of the 
population of this village. 
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Puttalmdi C. edungadu 
(Puthakudy) A. 181.15 1-la. 

p. 192 ( 197 1 ) 

This vi llage is ~ituatcd at a dbtancc of about 7 km. from Karaikal 
The name of the \ illage ~uggests its possible early association wi th Buddhbm. 
Intere~rmgly a granite ~tatue of Buudha wa'> unearthed in the vi llage ~omc 

)ear-; ago. Puthamangalam and Agaraputha"udi are the names of two other 
village;. in the region. ,\ s a revenue vi llage its jurisdiction extends to 
Agarapunakudi, \'adamattam and \lei Kottuchcheri. The population of the village 
which ,.,tood at 224 in 1961 Jcdined to 192 by 1971, although the reason 
for the decline i, not known. 

Ramanathapuram C. Villiyanur 
A. 325.52 Ha. 
p. 1.077 ( 1971) 

Thi.., '" a rc,enue \illagc "hich lie:- at a di-.ta nce of about 15 1-.m 
from Pondicherry. Villager:- arc mo..,tly engaged in agricultural and all ied 
activi ties. Ragi. mmbu. ground-nut, gingell y and cotton arc the important dry 
crops gro" n in the area. Paddy and ,.,ugar-cane arc the wet crops. l rrigation 
is carrieu on "ith the help or tank'> and wetb. The Primary llea ltb Centre 
in the 'illagc \\a:. tran...rcrrcd to the contro l o f .II PM ER in 1965 for running 
a Rural Health Centre. 

The 'illagc has been idcnrificu a~ a prch i~tori <.: and archaeological site 
by Pror. J. Dubreuil. 

Reddiya rpalaiyam C. 0Lhukarai 
(Rcddiarpalayam) A. 140.00 Ha. 

p. 2.046 ( 1971) 

This 'illagc lies at a ui~tancc or -t5 km. \\'e:-.t of Pondichcrry. A~ a 
revenue village. it~ juri)diction extend~ to Ellupillaichavadi .. Karamanikkuppam, 
Kavundanpalaiyam, Kondupct, Kundupalayam, Pavat.hakaranchavady and 
Poomiampet. Acct>rding to one tradition it grew up a~ a palayam of Rcddiars 
who haJ migrateu from the Telugu country after their conversion to chri<>lianity. 
Anandarangapillai call.; it as Tambircddipalayam, "hich mu-.t have later changed 
into Rcddiyarpalaiyam.57 



1564 (PLACES OF J'\TeRfST) 

There arc three churches and a convent in this vill~1ge. One of the 

three churches is more than 200 years old. This is evident from an event 

recorded in the Diary of Anandarangapillai under the date of 30 ovember 1745. 

According to this report. the Christian dubash Kanakaraya Mudaliar installed 

some images in the church built by him and celebrateJ the occ:~o:ion . He 

invited Brahmins, Vellalars, Komuttis, Chetties. Gold::.mith~. Wea,,ers. Oilmongers 

and people of o ther castes besides Europeans and Chric;tians and entertained 

them to a feast at O,:hukarai. All the a rrangements were made in strict 

conformity with the religious scruple:. of each cal>te and the people "ho attended 

it received every attcntion.58 The large number of rentiers and retired 

officials in t he vi llage has earned for it the name of Pensioner,; Paradise. 

Some fo llow agricultural avocations. Quite a few of them are engaged io 

industrial and manufacturing ventures. This is one of the fa~t developing 

vi llages in the region with its population h~l\ ing increa,ed from 1.181 in 1961 

to 2,046 by 197 1. 

Sattamangalam Mel Sattamangalam Kif Sattamaur:alam 

( Kizhasathama ngalam) c. Villiyanur c. Villiyanur 

Mclac;athamangalam) A. 48.96 Ha. A. 157.61 Ha. 

P. 282 (197 1) P. I,023 ( 197 1) 

This is one of the twin villages in Pondicherry region. The) are known 

as Kil Sattamangalam a r\d Mel Sattamangalam and lie separateJ by a di:.tance 

of a few hundred metres. Mel Sattamangalam lies at a di t:mce of 16.25 km . 

and Kil Sattama ngalam at a distance of 15.25 "m. from Pondichcrry. These 

two vi llages together constitute a revenue village. The \\Ord 'Snthan· is associated 

with Buddhism, a nd it is likely that the \illages, l)ing not far from 

Ariyank uppam has had some lin"s with Buddhism tn the early 

centuries of this era. An inscription in Tirubuvanai temple a-;cribeJ to the 

period of Rajadhiraja- 1 (1051 1\.0.) refers to the deity of the village temple 

ao; Sathamangala Mahadcvar. It j, possible that b~ the X I cenlur) the influence 

of Budd hism had declined a nd Saivism had established itself. Thi:. \ illage 

has a lso been identified as a prchi~toric/archaeological site. 
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Sedarappattu C. Villiyanur 
(Sedara pet) A. 461.36 Ha. 

P. 1,757 (197 1) 

This vi llage lies at a distance of 16 krn. from Pondicherry. Anandaranga­
pillai also calls it Sctharapattu.59 fn 1969 the village wa chosen for develop­
ment as a model village to commemorate the Birth Centcnar) of Mahatma 
Gartdhi. There arc eight temples in this village. The festival celebrated in 
Sri Scnga7haniamman temple i!> of some importance. 

Cultivators and agricultural labourer~ constitute the major \\Orking 
force 1n this village. Tmportant crop:. grO\\ n include paddy, sugar-cane. cumbu. 
gingelly. tapioca and ca~uarina. Land'\ arc irrigated both by tanks and welb. 

Scliyamcdu C. Bahur 
(Seliamedu) A. 256.93 Ha. 

P. 1.-t::l (I !J71) 

rhis 'illag.c lie~ at a di~tance of 18.5 km. from Pondicherry. The 
populat1on ha\ing increal!ed from 827 in 1961 to 1.423 in 197 1 it emerges 
a~ one of the.: fa!-.1 gro\\ ing village:, in the region. There are in a ll e1ght 
temples here. The annual festivals celebrated in the temple~ of Sri 
M urhalamman. Sri Mariam man and Selva Vinayagar attract a large number of 
devotees. Tile village is otherwise fam ou!> a~ the birth place of Poet 
Rangasami Naidu, popularly known as Vanidasan. 

Paddy. ~ugar-cane, banana. ragi and ground- nut arc the important crop~ 

grown in this vi llage. Irrigation is carried on wi th the help of tanks and 
\\Cib. The vi llage has a lso been identified a~ a market place. 

As a revenue village its jurisdiction extends to Adingapct. Kudiyiruppu­
palayam, Pudunagaram and Sarcasimedupet. 

cllippattu C. Mannadipattu 
(Sellipet) A. 273.93 Ha. 

P. 1.344 ( 1971) 

This village is situated at a distance of about 17 km. from Pondichcrry. 

The temples of Sri Drowpathiamman, Sri Renukai Mariamman and 
Sri Subramaniar arc the three important places of worship in the vi llage. A 
large number of devotees gather at the 13-dny annual festiva l celebrated in the 
Renukai Mariamman temple in April. 
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Agriculture i the main occupation or the villagers. Both wet and dry 

crops are raised in this village. Irrigation is carried out mai11ly by bore 

wel ls cnergjsed by electric-motors. There arc a lso a couple of establishments 
engaged in black<,mithy a nd goldsm ithy. 

Serumal'ilang;li C. Tirunallar 

A. 184.91 1-Ia. 
P. 655 (1971) 

Situated at a uiStai\Ce o r 9.65 km. from Karaikal . this vi llage 

fonm part of the Sorakkudi revenue village. Sri Kailasanathar temple is the 

most imponant landmark here. The mnsi magam fe c;tival celebra ted in 

Sri Kanniamman temple is or local interest. There is a Ha rijan Boys' H ostel 
in the village. 

Settur C. Tirunallar 

(AgarasethurY' A. 202.79 Ha. 
(Pan.daravadai Scthur) P. 942 (197 1) 

This is a twin village compn-.:mg Agara SeUur and Pandaravadai Scttur. 

They lie at a uistance of about 10.9 km. a nd 11.39 km . respectively from 

Kar::tikal on the Karaikal- Peralam road passing through Tirunallar. They 

t0gether form a revenue village with jurisdiction extendin g to Kumarakudi , 

Sathankudy and Tenbidagai. Sri Prathapasimmeswarnr temple which may be 

ascr ibed to the XIII or X IV century is a notable landmark of Agara Settur 

vi llage. There arc Chola inscriptions 111 Sri Prathapa~immeswarar temple 

which is now a protected monu ment under the care o f the Archaeological 

Survey of India. 

Paddy is the wet c rop a nd pubes. gingelly a11d casuarina a rc t he main 

dry crops raised in this vil lage. 'lular provides irrigation ror la nds in 

this village. 

* Several villages in Karaikal region carry the prefix •Agara' to its name, 

like Agara Kasakk ud i, Agara Kurumbagaram, Agara Mankudi , Agara 

Neivachcheri, Agara Puttakudi. 
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Sombattu C. Mannadipattu 
(Sornpet) A. 114.66 1:-l a. 

P. 667 (1971) 

This is a small village situated at a di~tance of 24.50 km. from 
Por1dicherry (via Sorappattu) and forms part of the Mannadipattu revenue 
village. It is otherwise known for the festivals celebrated in Sri Rcnuga­
paranjothiamman temple. Among the many festivals celebrated here. the I0-day 
annual festival held during July-August attracts scvcra I hundred devotee~. The 
occa~ion is also marked by a fair where articles or worship. plantains, coco­
nuts, toys and edibles are traded. 

Sorakkudi C. Tiruna llar 
(Sorakudy) A. 248.51 Ha. 

P. 1,11 3 (1971) 

It is ~itualed at a di tancc or 7.8 km. from Karaikal. A!-. a revenue 
vil lage its juri diction extends to Seruma"ilangai as well. Sri Somanathaswamy 
tempi..: and Sri Lakshminarayanaperumal temple a re two import<tnt lnndmarks 

of the village. The discovery of two bronze idols of antique value i.e. Sri 

Thiripurantaka of about 60 em. height and Thiripurac;undari of about 45 ern. 
height from Periathope near thi village on 30 May 197 1 seem to confirm it$ 
antiquity. The idols are now in the Pond icherry Museum. 

Agriculture is the main occupation of the people in the village. Padd y 

is the chief crop grown here. ular is the main sou rce of irrigation. 
Blacksmithy and carpentry are the crafts practised in the village. 

One reculiar feature i that there has been a decline in the population 

or this village, i.e. from 1.191 in 1961 to 1,113 in 1971 probably due to 
emigration of agricultural workers and the educated to urban areas. 

Soriyankuppam C. Bahur 
(Soriankuppam) A. 2 10.24 H:1.. 

P. 1,613 (197 1) 

Situated at a distance of 23.5 km. from Pondicherry, this vi llage form~ part 
of the Kuruvioattam revenue village. 1t is otherwise well known for its Sri 
Sedal Sengazhuneeramman temple. The I0-day Sedal festival celebrated 
during May-June attracts several thousand people from all surrounding 
villages. 
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The Tiruppapuliyur railway station is o nly at a d istance of five km . 

from here. 

Suramangalam C. Nettappakl-.am 

(Sooramangalam) A. 121.54 Ha. 
p. l ,468 ( 1971) 

Tltis village is <>ituated at a dic;tancc of 26.75 km. from Pondicherry 

(via Kariyamanikkam) a nd forms part of Kariyamanikkam revenue village. 

According to an inscription ascribed to the tenth regnal year of 

Sadayavarman Sundara Pandya-H (A. D. 1286) found in the Thch a nayagaperumal 

temple at Thiruvendipuram. lands were o lfered to a temple in the name 

of 27 high officials. One of the officials who had -;igned it was known as 

SoorapakkiLhavan. This may be the s ho rtened form of Soorapakkam ki7havan. 

It has been suggested that Soorapakkam could be the present village of 
Suramangalam.60 If this is correct, the vi llage must be at least <;even centuries old. 

It has abo been identified as a potential market place. 

S uttukanni C. Mannadipattu 

(Suthukeny) A. 394.82 Ha. 
P. 1,096 ( 1971) 

T his vi llage which lies at a distance of 23 km. from Pondicherry rose to 

prominence in 1950 with the discovery o f megalithic burial sites by J. M. and 

G. Casal. the French archaeologists.61 The findings of Casal have shO\\ n 

that it is a prehistoric site of great importance. Thi is now one of the 

fa t developing vi llages in the Territory as its population ha<; more than 

doubled in a decade i.e. from 884 in 1961 to I,906 in 197 1. Agriculture i:. 

the main occupation of the villagers. Paddy is the wet crop while ragi, cumbu 
and ground-nut are the dry crops grown in this vi llage. Irrigation is carried 

out both by tanks and wells. 

The annual fe tival celebrated tn Sri Drowpathiamman temple attracts 

a la rge number of devotees. T he Tnspection Bunga low in this vi llage situated 

close to the banks o f Gi ngee river ncar the an icut formerly served as a 

popular week-end resort. 
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Talatteruvu C. Karaikal 
(Thalatheru) A. 339. 53 Ha. 

P . 1,539 (1971) 

This vi llage lies at a distance of 4.6 km . north of Karaikal town. A'i a 
revenue village, its juri~diction extends to Kil injimedu also. Almost 45 per cent. of 

the population in this vi llage belong to the scheduled castes and about 70 per 
cent. of the working force are engaged in agriculture. Both wet a r1d dry crops 
are grown here. Paddy is the maio wet crop and pulses arc the dry crops 
raised in this area where canal irrigation is available. 

Sri Sivaloganathaswaruy temple the centre of worship where the 
celebration of the annual festival and masi magam evokes some popular 
interest. 

Tavalakuppam C. Ariyankuppam 
(Thavalakupparn) A. 80.10 Ha. 

p. 805 ( 1971 ) 

Thi~ village lies at a distance of 9.5 krn. from Pondicherry. Ananda­
rangapillai refers to the place as Tavalakuppam and tellr, us that there was a 
choultry here. 62 ll has been suggested that the village may have derived 
its name from the word 'Thavalum' standing for white lily, for which the 
area is even rlOW famous. As a revenue village its j urisdiction extends to 
Andipalaiyam, Edaiyarpalaiyam, Kasanthittu, Korkurncdu and Thanampalayam. 

It has also been itlenrified as a marker centre. 

Te1magudi C. Tirunallar 
(Thennartk udy) A. 195.15 Ha. 

P. 576 

I t is -.i LUalcd at a distance of 6.5 km. west of Karaikul on the Peralam 

road. As a revenue village its jurisdiction extend~ to Mathur. Kottapady 
and Muppattankudi. This is yet another village in Tinrnallar Commune where 

the population had declined from 666 in 1961 to 576 in 1971 probably 
due to emigrati on of farm labour. 

Almost lhrec-fourths o f the villagers arc cngagctl in agriculture. Both 
wet a nd dry crops arc grown here. lrrigalil)nal fad lities a re provided by 

cana ls ema nating from Nular. Some villagers arc engaged in the handiM 
craft of pottery-making. 
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C. Ariyankuppam 
(Thimmanaikkenpalayam) A. 380.21 Ha. 

P . 1,710 (1971) 

The village lies south-west of Pondicherry town at a distance of 14.5 km. 
A<:. a revenue village its jurisdiction extends to Theduvanatham. A XVl century 
Telugu inscription in Tiruvandarkovil , ascribed to the period of Narasingaraya, 
refers to one Thimma Nayakan, a n agent of Annamarasa who was a minister 
of Salu va Narasingarayan. It is possible that this village derives its name 
from this Thimma Nayakan. Anandarangapillai however refer'> to the place both 
as Thimmappanaikkanpalayam and Thimmiappanayakenpalayam.63 A 
majority of the population belong~ to the schedu led ca<;tes. 

The Thimmanayakenpal.tyam-Abht \~l.<tpakkam lake which lies north of 
the village is the principal source of irn~tion. lt i fed by the surplus 
waters of Bahur lake which lie~ ~outh-west at a distance of 5.63 km. The 
Malattar flows on the western side of the village. 

The temples of Sri Muthumariamman and Sri Vinayagar a re the two 
important place of worship. The 10 day annual festival celebrated in Sri 
Muthumariamman temple sometime during July-Augu~t attracts hundred-. of 
devotees. The festival is marked by a fair where toys. fruits, etc. arc brought 
in for sale. 

Tirukkanur 
(Thirukkanur) 

C. Mannadipattu 
A. 195.32 l la. 
P . 1,707 ( 1971) 

This village lie~ at a distance of 16 km. from Pondicherry. It is 
famous for the 9-day annual festival held at Sri Muthumariamman temple during 
July-Augu:.t. Several hundred people gather to celebrare the occasion which 
is a lso marked by a festival f~tir . 

ll has also been i<.lcntiftcd as a Rural G rowth Centre and a market centre. 

Tirumalarajan patt inam C. T.R. Pattinam 
(Thirumalarayanpaltinam) A. 121.08 Ha . 

p . 7.461 ( 1971) 

Situated a t n distance of 5.4 km. from Karaikal, this village is the 
head quarters of Tirumalarajanpattinam Commune Panchaynt. This forms part of 
the Melayur revenue village. It lies south of Karaikal a long the Nagappattinam 
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main road. The nearest railway ~tation 1s Karaikal. The vi llage is otherwi e 
called T. R. Pattinam for the sake of brevity. Anandarangapillai refers 
to il as Thirumalairayanpatinam.64 The French t:a lled it 'Grand' Aldec'­

meaning a big vi llage. Appropriately it is the largest village in the Territory 
at present. The village is said to have been named after Thirumalrayan who 
was the representative of the Vijayanagar ruler in Tamil adu. He is said 
to have built the new town of Thirumalarayanpattinam anti reigned from 
here. Even Tirumalarajanar is said to have been dug by this ruler. Hi-; 
in:.criptions are found at Thiruvanaikkaval. Thanjavur, Papanasam and 
Pattichuram. Poet Kalamegham added lu~tre to his fame by serving a his 
court poet. This position was held before by Atlhimadura K;l\ irayer.65 

According to a legend, the king is reported lO h;ne built lOS temples 
and an equal number of tanks or ponds in thi:. place.66 The village is even 
now famous for it:. numerous temple:. and \\ell:.. although their number i!-. 
small. The .Jaclayupurecswarar temple is said Lo be the oldc:.l in the village. 
The legend connected with the temple say~ that Ravana after abducting Sita 
pa~scd through Lhi-; village and that Jadayu, the legendary bird of the purana.\' 

fought Ravana a t lhi., place while ~peeding to Lanka with abducted Sita. 
Jadayu having been killed in the encounter. not onl) attained mof..sha. bu t 
also had a darslwn of Siva here. Among the festivals held in thi~ temple masi 
magt1111 i.., the most i 111 porta n Lan.d is attended by several thou~and devotees. It is 
celebrated for three days in the motlth of 11/CISi (February- March). Sc~.:nes from 
the Ramayana arc re-enacted with the help of wooden images Juring thi.., 
fc~tival. 

The temples of Sri Abiramiamman. Sri Ragunathapcrumal, Sri Venkatc a 
perumal. Sri Vizhi Varadarajaperumal and Sri Kamai-.'>hiamman arc the other 
impo1tant places of worship in the village. The one-day masi magam fc~ti val 

celebrated every alternate year in Ragunathaperumal temple and every yea r 
in Sri Varadarajapcrumal temple attracts -.cvcral thou~and devotees. A fair 
il> also held on the occasion. The one-day Vijaya Da~ami festiva l in Sri 
Venl-.atesaperumal temple and Sri JadayupureCS\HLrar temple held during 
September-October. attracb a fc,, thou,and people and in both the places 
it is accompanied by a fair. 

This is one of the ''ell developed villages 111 the Territory. 
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Tiruvandarkovil C. Mannadipattu 
(Th iruvaudarkoi I) A. 250.88 Ha. 

P . I ,461 ( 197 I ) 

This \ illage is situated about 21 km. we:-t of Pondicherry. As a revenue 
\-illage its jurbdiction extend. to Kottapurinattam as well. There are grountl!. 
to believe that arou nd VII century A.D. this place must have been known as 
ThiruvaduJ...ur U\ Saint Th.irugnanasambandar visited the place and sang a 
patlli!!,GIII in prais~ of the reigning deity of the temple. Although there are 
no traces today of either Vadukur or the temple of VaduJ...anadhar sung 
by the Saint, a spot now known as Lingathumedu is suppo~eu to have 
been the former location or thi~ temple. 

Although the in~criptiom (16 in a II) in tile temple hen: pertain to the 
period from the X to the XVI century A.D. none of them refers to the place a:. 
Vadukur. They refer to three Shi\a temple::. within the limit~ of Thirubuvana­
mathevi Caturvedimangalam viz, Thiruvarainakkan koil, Tlmunakeswaramudayar 
koil and Arulagara lswaramudayar J...oil. However there nre traces of onl) one 
temple today \it. Thirm·arainakkan J...oil. which in due cour~e came to be 

J...nown as Thiruvandarkoil. Thi~ i:- evident from a later inscription ascribed 
to the period of Saluva arasinga Maharayar. This inscription refer, to the 
reigning deit) a~ Thiruvandar and the temple may hnve been known as 
TiruvandarJ...oil. It is pos~ible that the name or the temple carne ro be 
applied to the village in course of time. Anandarangapillai also refers to the 
place as ThiruvandarkoiJ.67 

The said temple is an important protected monument under the care 
of the Archaeological Survey of India. 1 t is otherwise noted for its remark­
able stone culptures. 

On the southern wa ll of the karul"arai is found the image of Dakshina­
murthy, on the \\est that of Lingotbhavar, on the north that of Brahmadevar. 
On the south of the artlwmandapam is found the image of Pitchadanar and 
on the north Durga. beside. that of Ganeshar. Arthanari, ldaparudar, etc. 
At the entrance of the artf!amandapam arc found two images of 
dwarapalakas.68 
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Tirubhuvanai C. Mannadipattu 
(Thirubuvanai) A. 325.30 Ha. 

P . 2,358 ( 1971) 

This il> the biggest village tn the commune. and serves as the 

headquarterl> of the Mannadipa ttu Commune Panchayat. It lies on 
the Pondicherry- Villupuram road at a distance of about 23.5 km. west of 

Pondicherry. As a revenue vi llage its ju risd iction extends to Tirubhuvanaipalayam. 

Ouralmedu and Lingathumedu, both in the vicinity of this v illage, have 
been iden tified as prehi,toric and archaeological '>itc~. Since the day~ of 
Parantaka- 1 this place was known as Tirubhuvanamadevi Caturvedimangabm. 

fnscriptionc; of Kopperunjinga refer to this place ~~c; Thirubhuvanamadcvi. 

Even this abrid ged name \\H\ further shortened into Tirubhuvanai in 

later days. 

Thero was a l'l·dyastcma in Tirubhuvanai a" in Bahur. According to an 
inscription, there were as many as 12 teachers and 190 tudents in this institu­

tion. The students enjoyed scho lars hips in the form of paddy. the to tal 
requirement of which came to 9,525 ka/ams per annum. In order to meet 
these requirements, lands measuring 72 velis were given as eranr. The 
yield from these lands amounted to 12,000 ka/ams which were used for 
the maintenance of the college. The lake nea r thic; village wal> kno\\-n as 

Kokkizhanadi per-eri . 

The vi llage is noted for its Varadaraja Perumal temple ascribed to the 
Chola period. lt 1. one of the four protected monuments in Pondicherry 
region. The al/ru thiru1•izha, Garutla Sevai and Vaikunta Ekadesi are the 
major festivals celebrated in this temple. A statue of Aranganathar unearthed 
a few years ago near Tirubhu vanai wall installed in a newly built mandapam. 

An image of Lord Vinayaga, said to belong to the early Chola period 
is now found installed in the Mariamman temple. This image is said to 

belong to the old Siva temple of Tirubhuvanai. The bronte images of 
Nataraja, Sivagamasundari and Uma Maheswarar together with a conch bearin g 
an i11Scription belonging to the Chola period. were found in the vicinity of 
this village in 1974. They are nO\\- in the Pondicherry Museum. One of 
the dwarapalakas now in the General Hospital is ~aid to have been 
brought from this place. 

This is one of the few villages in the region claiming a stalapurana. The 

sta/apurana written in prose on palm leaves is said to remain unpublished. 
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Tirukkanji C. Villiyanur 
(Thirukanchi) A. 352.94 Ha. 

P. 1, 166 (1971) 

This village lies at a distance of 13 km. from Pondicherry. T he temple 
in Tirukkanji is dedicated to Sri Gangai Varagha Eswarar and Kamakshi , his 
consort. The XII century Siva temple in the village wa · a lmost '>wept away 
by the river, in spite of the efforts taken co preserve it. The lingam is 
understood to have been removed from the old sanctuary and i n~talled in 
a new temple built south of the old one.69 There is said to be a 
sta/apurana fo r the village. 

Because of its lo<.:ation o n the bank of Varaha River, it i. called 
Gangai Varaha Eswarar temple. The 11 - day bralmwrsal'am at Kanjinathnr 
temple celebrated during February-March every year, a ttracts ma ny thousand"· 
The fair held at the same time serves as a n added attraction . The Censu · 
o f India 1961 puts the number of those who attend the festival at 50,000. 
The village has been identi fied as a prehistoric and archaeological site by 
Prof. J. Dubreuil. Agriculture is the main occupation of the villagers. Both 
tanks and wells arc used for irrigation. Important crop-; gro'' n in this area 
include paddy, sugar-cane, tapioca, ra.gi and ground-nut. 

Tiruvettakudi C. Konuchcheri 
(Thiruvettakudy) A. 453.8 1 Ha. 

P. 1.564 (1971) 

This village, situated at a di '>tance of 9.9 km. north of Karaibl, may 
be reached by taking a turn to the east on the Karaik a l- Tarangambadi road 
north of Kottuchcheri. As a revenue village its jurisdiction extends to 
Kalikuppam. Mandabathur and Mannartkoi l. 

Sri Thirumeniazhagarswamy temple with its 45 feet tall gopuram i~ 

the most important landma rk of the village. The pre iding deity of the 
cast facing temple is Lord Siva, known here as Sunda reS\\ arar and his 
consort Soundarya-nayagi. T n the left o f the prakoram i~ the -.hrinc 
of Lord Ganesa and to the right are the shrines o r Chandikeswarar. Durgai , 
Ayyanar. Soorya and Chand ra. A ' the centre of the prakaram is the maha­
mandapam, from when· one may h;•ve a view o f the san:·tu/11 sannoru"l of the Lord 
in the form of a Lingam. Behind the sanclwll sanctorum may be seen the shrines 
of Lord Subramaniar, Punnaivana-nathar and Mahalakshmi. The glory of the 
pre iding deities of the temple has been sung by <;uch great Saivite Saint!> as 
Thirugnanasambandar and Thirunavukkarasar. According to a legend, 
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Arjuna is said to have performed his pnoja here to obtain the pasupat/w asthram . 
1t could not be ascertained whether the unpublished Tiruvettakudi purana m. 
still in palm leaves, is the sta!apurana of this village. The mmi magam 
fc ·rival celebrated in the temple attracts thousands of devotees from far and near. 

The inhabitants of this vi llage arc mostly engaged in agricultural activitic~. 

Canal irrigation i'> avai lable for the !anus. Paudy i ~ the wet crop and ground­
nut and pul~es are the ury crop~ grown here. Paddy is the main item of 
trade in thi' 'illage. 

T irunallar C. Tirunallar 
(Thirunallar) A. 340.33 ll a. 

P. 2,695 ( 1971) 

Thi s village which i' the headquarter' of Tirunallar Comm une Panchayal 
i ~ siw ated at a di!>lance of about 5 km. \\C~t of Karaikal town on the 
Peralam- Karail...al road. Thic; is one of the fc" vi llages in the Territory "hich 
can lay claim to a puhli'ihed ~talapurm/(1. However it i~ of interest to 
nore that a granite ,mtue of Buddha wa~ di~covered from a s ite belong­
ing to Darbaranyeswara r temple in 1966. The place i' othcr-;wi c famou:. 
because of the Darbaranyeswarar temple situated there. Although Darburanyam i' 
said to be the original name of thi vi llage, there i~ no evidence to support 
the cla im . According to a legend the place was originally a forest of darblw 
grass and it i~ told that the Linga even no" carries imprcs ions lcl"t 
by the darblw weeds wi th which it wa1> once founu wrapped. There arc a few Chol.t 
inscriptions on rhe northern wall of the mandapam in front of the shrine. 
According to another legend, the great king Nala of puranic fame got 
himself rid of the :1t!1iction of Saturn or Sance~warar, after worshipping. 
the Lord con.secrated in this temple. Snint Thirugnanasambandar sang ::1 

path([!a/ll in praise of the deity here. The 11100/GI'(f/" or Darbaranyeswarar 
is said to be a Swayambhu lingam. The Lord i~ al!>o known a~ Adhimoorthi 
or Nallar:.H. The one-piece emerald idol of the deity here is claimed to 
be the large t or it.-; kind in the country, whi le the image of Thiagar here i-. 
believed to be the out..:ome of divine handiwork. 

The temple has separate stmctwn sanctonm1 for Sri Darbaranycswarar. 
Thyagaraja wamy, Vinayakar, Subrama•tyar, Mahalah hmi and ataraja in the 
first prakaram and for PraJtambigai and Sanceswarar in the second prakurum. 
The sanctum of Ambal a nd of Nataraja face south. In addition. granite 
image~ of Bhairavar, Surya, Durgai, DaJ..shinamurthi , C'handikeswarar and 
the 63 Saivitc saints are also installed in the temple at appropriate place~ 

There are five lhirthams associated with the temple, namely Brahmo- thirlhnm and 
Vani thirtham ort th.e east and south, Anna thirrham and A~asthiar 

thinham on the north and Nala thirtham on the north-west of the temple. 
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The Sani Peyarclli festival is celebrated o n a grand '\calc once every 
two and a half years, as according to astrology, Sanecswaran moves from 
one sign (house) to the next in the Zodiac once in two and a half years 
and the day of his transit is observed as a festival in Tirunallar. Thi:. 
festival attracts everal thousand devotees from all over the country. Sri 
Oarbaranye warasamy temple runs a tourist home for the convenience of 
vi-;iting pilgrims. An orphanage is also run under the auspices of the temple. 

A fair is held during the festival here where all kinds of utensils are 
brought for sale, and the merchants of nearby places open vessel . hops 
at least a few days prior to the festival. 70 

Tondamanattam C. Villiyanur 

(Thondamanatham) A. 457.32 Ha. 
P. 1,664 (1971) 

This village lies at a distance of 1.5 km. from Pondicherry. An inscrip­
tion in Tirubhuvanai temple ascribed to the period of Vikramachola refers to a 
Thondaiman whose accomplishments as a warrior are referred to in several 
other inscriptions. It is likely that this village (natham) may have been named 
after this Thondaiman. rt i definitely more than two centuries old a!> 
Ana11darangapillai refers to the place in his Diary. 71 Both flow and lift 

irrigation sources are utilised for watering the fields. Jmportant crops grown in this 
a rea are paddy, ground-nut, tapioca, sugar-cane and ragi. Some villagers 
operate kilns for the preparation of lime which find s a ready market in 

and around Pondicherry. 

Tuttipattu C. Villiyanur 

(Tuthipet) A. 276.34 Ha. 
P. 410 (1971) 

This is a small village about 19 km. west of Pondicherry and can 

be reached via. Suttukanni. As 'pet' appears to be the corruption of 
' pattu ', 'Tuttipattu' seems to be the more correct name of the vi llage. 

There are three temples and a church in this village. Festivals celebrated 
in the church and temples attract a large number of devotees. Lands are 
irrigated both by tanks and wells. Important crops grown in lhis village 
a re paddy. 1•aragu, cumbu and cholam. This is a very backward village. 
There is a model farm in the vi llage set up by 'Volontarial'-a social 
service organi~;ation, with a view to training farmers on modern farm 

techniques. 
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Uruvaiyar C. Villiyanur 

( , ) A. 184.35 Ha. 
P. 1,535 ( 197 1) 

Uruvaiyar, located on the southern bank of Sankarapara ni river (or 
Gingee river), lies at a distance of 12.5 km. south-west of Pondicherry 
town. An inscription in the Tirubhuvanai temple, ascribed to the period of 

Rajadhiraja-[ refers to this village as Uruvaru o r Uruvathur. The deity of 
the village temple is called Uruvathur Mahadevar. 

Sri Drowpathiarnma n temple and Sri Sengazhuneer Mariamman temple 
arc the two important places or worship in this village. The annual festivals 
celebrated in these temples, especially the I0-day festival in Drowpat hiamman 
temple during March- April. a ttract a large number of devotee~. 

This village is famous for its stapat!tis who a re e;-..perts 111 making 
bron7e icons. The brorlLe images cast in an a ll oy of copper and brass arc 
in good demand an.u Uruvaiyar is the o nly place in Pondicherry where 
this handicraft is practi ed. This village has also been identifieu as a pre­
historic site. 

Agricultural labourers constitute the highest percentage of the working 
force in this v illage. Tanks and wells are the main ources of irrigation. 
Important crops grown in th is village arc paddy. ragi, ground-nut and 
tapioca. 

Usteri C. Villiyanur 

(Oussudu) A. 281.79 Ha. 
P. 213 (197 1) 

The importance of this village may be attributed to the lake which 

is known as Ustcri. As a revenue village its jurisdiction extends to Po raiyur 
and Sendanattam. According to an inscription 111 Chandramoulec3wa rar 
temple at Tiruvakkarai, a signed to the period of Kopperunjinga. ht.: 
is said to have built Juice. and a canal to bring water to a la!-e 
And the lake seems to be none other than Usteri. In those days, the 
lake is understood to have been known as ' Pariyan-eri' and ·ot.hukarai-cri ' 72 

While the Karnatakarajakkal saritham refered to t he place as Oosuthcri, 
Anandarangapi llai called it differently as Soosarettiri, Oosutteri , Pughasoodu-cri 
and Ushteri. 73 



1578 [PLACBS OF lNTCResiJ 

Situated at a distance of II km. west of Pondicherry, it has the 
reputa tion or a summer resott. Week-end visitors to the lake used to stay 
in the Inspection Bungalow at Pathuk kannu. This has also been described as 
on~ of the promising picnic pots in Pondicherry. The lake site with a 
winding water frontage is endowed with scenic beauty adding colour atld 
charm to the entire backdrop of the lake. A scheme f 0r the beautification 
of the lake area wa~ prepared by the Town and Cou ntry Platltting Office 
some years ago. 

Vanjiyur Kif Vanjiyur M'el Vanjiyur 
(Keezhavanjoor) C. r.R. Pattinam C. T.R. Pattinam 
( M ela vanjoor) A. 300.0 1 Ha. A. 100.00 Ha. 

P. 350 (1971) P. 283 (1971) 

Thi~ village con~ish of two distinct settlcmenh knO\\ n a Kil Vanjiyur and 
Mel Vanjiyur. The two settlement~ together comtitute a revenue vi llage. 

The Nagnre rail\\ay station i.:; at a di-;tance of only 1.6 krn. from here. 
The Saint or Nagorc. known as Nagore Andavar i~ suid to have pcr­
l'ormcd for forty days the last meditation called Kalvath in a subterranean 
chamber covered by wooden planks. 74 

The Rangayyasam i madam is also situated in this vi llage. 

Varacbchakudi C. Kottuchcheri 
(Varichikud}) A. 434.27 Ha. 

P. 2, 192 ( 1971) 

Situated ::tt a di~tance of 7.9 km. north-cast of Karaikal, th is is one 
of the well developed vil lage:> in Karaikal region. Varachchakudi- North a nd 
Varachchakudi South form two revenue villages. While jurisdiction of Varachcha­
kudi- South cover:-. Raya mpaluiyam. KooLhkuditha Agrahuram and Pulianthope. 
that of north covers Varachchakudi a nd Konnakavaly. 

The Sri Varaclarajaperumal temple which is said to be about one 
hundred and 11fty years old is an important landmark or thi:. village. The 
images of Sri Varadarajaperumal together with his consorts Sridevi and 
Bhoodevi arc held in great veneration. Vaikunda Ekaclesi and Masi magam 

a re marked by festivities. Agriculture is the main occupati on of che villagers. 
Paddy is the main wet crop and ground- nut and pulses are the dry crops raised 
in the village. Nandalar and Nattar are the main sources of irrigation., 
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Villiyanur C. Villiyanur 
(Villianur) A. 238.13 Ha. 

P. 3,217 (1971) 

Vi lliyanu r. lying to th~ we~t of Pom1it.:herry on the Po ndicherry-
Villupuram main road a t a distance of 9.5 km., is the headquarters of 
Villiyanur Commune Panchayat. Sri Gok.ilambal Tiruk:.tmcswarar temple is 
very fam ous a nd fro m the architectural point of view, the fmest in 
Po nclicherry. The t~m ple campu!> compri::.e~ an area of 1.44 Ha. The t\\'o 
gopuram.1· o n the cast and south, rc-.pcctivcly o f 21.35 m. and 27.45 m· 
height, arc lofty structu res of excellent craftman::.hip. The ...o uthcrn gopuram 

is of eight c;torie. placed in such an alignment that a ~taircase of 83 steps 
lead::. to the top. passing through a ll the seven stones. A little over two 
centuries ago th is gopuram :-.erved a~ an observatio n post for the French who 
kept a watch 0\er the movement o f enemy soldiers acros~ the highwayc; 
leading to Pondichcrr~. The sculptures arc specimen:- of high. a rtic;tic sk ill , 
c hiselled on granit~ sla b · said to have been brought from G ingee hi1h. 
a bout 50 km . north-west of Po ndichcrry. The holy tank o f the temple ha~ 

a n attractive neera::himaudapam a t the centre. Tht.: moo/ai'GJ' in the smtcttml 

sanctomm is a Sll'u)'arnbu Ungam formed lJf ea rth. Hence it is annointed 
only with punugu oil; granite images of ~cvcral other deities such as 

Dakshinamurthi, Vishnu, Balaganapathi are however. availctblc, not to speak 
of bronze utsavars of Somaskandar, Gokilambal and many others. 

This is o ne of the very few places which can claim a stalapur(II/C/ 

known as Villa ipuranam, composed by Yecraraghava kavi. lr consist~ of 
495 poems artd was first published in 1940 through the initiative of 
U. V. Sarninatha Iycr. The purana refers to the place as Kamisarn, Vi Iva­
pun and v:lvamanagaram. 

The ~talapurana refers to a Saiva kall•i madam 011 the Odiyambattu 
road and Egambara Swami madum in San.nadi I'C'C'tlti. Beside:> these. there 
were mull:. for other communities a~ well. 

The I 0-day annual festival (brahmothsm·am) or this temple held Ill 

May-June attracts many hundreds of Jcvotecs. The commencement or 
this festival is so timed that the ninth day fall c; o n the fu ll-moon, day when 
the ru ling sta r is Vaisakam. The temple car ri~ing to a height of 
15.25 m. is copiously decorated a nd pu lled o ut of its usual position. The 
launching of the car itself used to be a ceremonious affair with the Governor 
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pulling the rope attached to the car along with the other devotees. This 
practice il. followed even now. Since the French days, the temple has also 
been the proud recipient of a grant from the government for holding 
the festival. The fair held on the occasion adds colour to the festivity. 

The church of Notre Dame de Lourdes. consecrated in the year 1877, 
1:. another important landmark in the village. 75 One special feature of 

lhb church is that there is a tank in front where a theppa tflirul'l·:::ha is held. 

The village is otherwise famous for its batik ;;arecs a nd lungis made 
by its local craftsmen who have survived the onslaught of three ce11turies. 

The location of a Block Development Office in the village bas 
created better opportunities for its development. This is now a well developed 
village and has been ide11tified as a Rural Growth Centre and a market centre. 

Virampnttinam Periya Virampallinum Chimw Virampattinam 
(Sinnavirampattinam) C. Ariyankuppam C. Ariyankuppam 
(Periavirampattinam) A. 105. 46 Ha. A. 65.5 1 Ha. 

P. 2.688 (1971) P. 346 ( 1971) 

This is an easily accessible coastal village lying ;;outh of Pondicherry 
at a distance of about 8.25 km. 76 Chinna Virampattinam is situated about 
one km. south of Virampattinam, otherwise called Periya Virampattinam. ft 
has been suggested that. Virampattinam must have been known in short as 
!Veerai' which expression occurs in stanza 106 of Agancmooru. Tt has also 
been sugges ted that Veerai Velianar, the a uthor of poem number 320 in 
Pura11anooru a nd Veerai Velian Thithanar, author of poem number 188 in 
Agananooru must have hai led from this Veerai during the Sangam period. 77 

The famous eightee11th century Sengazhuneeramman temple dedicated to 
Mariamman i located in this village. The bralunothsal'am and M uthu­
pallaku fe:.tival celebrated ror II days during the month:. of J wy-August 

attracts thousand<; of devotee . A fair is held at the time when brisk 
trade is carried on in articles of wor hip, fruits, vegetables, toys, earthen 
vessels, sweetmeat, dry fi h, etc. 

The Pattinavars form the majority of the village population who find 
their calling itl sea-fishing. As there are neither tanks nor wells to 
irrigate rhe land and as agriculturists have to depend entirely on rains for 
their cultivation, only a few are engaged in agriculture and they raise 
only dry crop. such as cumbu, tltinai and vegetables. The rest of the working 
force is employed in trade and commerce, and other services. 




