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VI. PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN THE ECONOMY

As regards the participation of women and men in the economy, itis a fact that
men earn more than women, men occupy more management positions and a greater proportion

of key skills jobs in Engineering and Information & Communication technology.

Males dominate many industries because of their education and gender. Women
are not qualified for many jobs due to their lack of education. Women compete for jobs and
get less wages due to unskilled labour force. While women pushed out ofjobs by technology,

many go to the unorganized sector to earn money.

It is a known fact that there is a wide difference in the participation of women
and men in the economy. It is proved that about 23.78% of women in rural areas and 13.61%
of women in urban areas were in the work force as compared to 54.47% of men in rural and

52.68% of men in urban areas during 2001 in the Union Territory of Pondicherry.

In 1991, about 6.80% of women in the work forcefmain workers) were at the
educational level of graduates and above as compared to 8.40% of men. A major 57.10% of

women in the work force(main workers) were illiterate as compared to 20.60% of men.

Major industry group wise distribution of employment indicates that the
concentration of female employment is more in the group of Community, Social and Personal
services contributing about 24%, followed by Hotel and Restaurant(23%), Manufacturing” %)

and Retail trade(18%) during 1998.

In the organised sector, out of the total employees, about 18.93% were women
in 2002 as compared to 15.08% in 2001. The proportion of women employees was higher in
the public sector(19.11%) as compared to that in the private sectoral 8.32%) in 2002. It is
observed that the share of women in total employment was only 20.51% in non-agricultural
establishments. This clearly indicates the gender based differences of choice and opportunities
in various occupations and wide difference in the participation of women and men in the

economy.
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Women usually spend a higher proportion of their income they earn, on food
and basic needs i.e. for purchase of goods and services that promote nutrition, health and
general well-being of their families. Hence, increasing women’s income can have a greater
positive impact on these outcomes. The effect of women's income also has a benefit on
women's own dietary intake. Hence there is a need to enhance the knowledge and income of

women.

The average daily wages of women in Agricultural activities was Rs.37.16 as
compared to Rs.92.38 for men during 2000-01. The differences prevalent in the average daily

wages of women and men is also an evident for gender discrimination.

The involvement of women in micro, small and medium sized enterprises
continues to rise and almost everywhere more women are working outside the household,
where the right to a safe and healthy workplace and freedom from sexual harassment should
be seen as basic human rights. The rate ofwomen migrant workers including domestic workers
are at an increasing trend, contribute to the economy of the sending country through their
remittances and also to the economy of the receiving country through their participation in the

labour force.

As perthe prevailing nature of political system, women face severe handicaps.
Neither they are located visibly as a group nor they are structurally brought together like a

class. Thus women’s movements have low political influence.
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1. WORK PARTICIPATION RATE 1991 AND 2001

Male Female
Region
1991 Rank 2001 Rank 1991 Rank 2001 Rank
Pondicherry 50.94 3 53.80 1 16.27 1 18.25 1
Karaikal 51.15 2 52.85 2 13.02 3 14.93 2
Mahe 39.34 4 44 .81 4 7.18 4 8.13 4
Yanam 51.75 1 52.48 3 15.10 2 10.09 3

Source Directorate of Census Operations, Pondicherry.

2. LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE

Rural Urban
Year
Male Female Total Male , Female Total
1993-94 521 282 411 554 190 367
1999-2000 587 294 443 574 181 368

Source National Sample Survey Organisation.
50th Round (July 93-June 94) and 55th round (July 1999-June 2000 ).

3. UNEMPLOYMENT RATE BY SEX

Rural Urban
Year
Male Female Total Male Female Total
1993-94 35 0 25 57 126 73
1999-2000 47 26 40 35 69 44

Source: National Sample Survey Organisation,

50th Round (July 93-June 94) and 55th round (July 1999-June 2000 ).
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4. WORKERS AND NON-WORKERS TO TOTAL POPULATION BY
RESIDENCE AND SEX

Total

1991

33.08

50.55

15.24

38.34

53.38

22.85

30.12

48.96

10.99

2001 *

35.13

53.28

17.00

39.20

54.47

23.78

33.08

52.68

13.61

Percentage to Total Population

Workers
Main Marginal
1991 2001 * 1991 2001 *
32.41 32.54 0.67 2.59
50.11 50.52 0.44 2.76
14.34 14.57 0.90 2.43
37.29 34.80 1.05 4.40
52.93 50.29 0.45 4.18
21.17 19.16 1.68 4.62
29.67 31.40 0.45 1.68
48.52 50.63 0.44 2.05
10.52 12.28 0.47 1.33

. Directorate of Census operations, Pondicherry

Total Persons/
Rural/ Males/
Urban Females
Total Persons
Males
Females
Rural  Persons
Males
Females
Urban Persons
Males
Females
Source
Total Sex
Rural/Urban
1 2
P
RURAL M
F
P
URBAN M
F
P
TOTAL M
F

Non - Workers

1991

66.92

49.45

84.76

61.66

46.62

77.15

69.88

51.04

89.01

2001 *

64.87

46.72

83.00

60.80

45.53

76.22

66.92

47.32

86.39

* Provisional

5. DISTRIBUTION ( IN PERCENT) OF MAIN WORKERS BY

No.of main
workers illiterate
3 4

108,434 43.00
78,117 30.90
30,317 74.10
153,366 18.40
126,383 14.20
26,983 38.10
261,800 28.60
204,500 20.60
57,300 57.10

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL, 1991

PERCENTAGE OF MAIN WORKERS WHO ARE

Below

Primary

5

8.90
9.60
7.00
7,80
7.90
7.20
8.20
8.60

7.10

Source : Directorate of Census Operations, Pondicherry.

P - Persons

M - Male

T heion | Mode bue | MEZC
middle graduate
6 7 8
18.90 12.20 14.60
22.40 15.60 18.60
9.90 3.60 4.50
19.50 15.50 26.80
21.00 17.30 28.00
12.60 7.30 21.40
19.20 14.10 21.80
21.50 16.60 24.40
11.20 5.40 12.50

F - Female

Graduate
and above

9

2.40

3.00

0.90

12.00

11.70

13.40

8.00

8.40

6.80
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6. PERSONS USUALLY WORKING IN AGRICULTURAL AND NON-AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY-1998

SI.No

1)

Source :

Rural

Type of Enterprise
yP P Number

(2) 3) 4)

Percentage

Agricultural activity other than Crop Production and Plantations

a) Total Enterprises 3287 75.53
b) Own Account Enterprises 2786 80 94
c) Establishment 501 55.05
d) Persons usually working in Eiterprises
Total Workers 4967 64.56
Hired Workers 938 42.01
Female 162 77.88
Children 10 17.54
Non Agricultural Activity
a) Total Enterprises 10099 26.26
b) Own Account Enterprises 5291 27.23
c) Establishment 4808 25.27
d) Persons usually working in E iterprises
Total Workers 44384 25.49
Hired Workers 34874 25.89
Female 8037 28.17
Children 409 29.70

Agricultural and Non-agricultural activities other than Crop Production and

Plantations (1 + 1I)

a) Total Enterprises 13386 31.27

b) Own Account Enterprises 8077 35.32

c) Establishment 5309 26.63
d) Persons usually working in al Enterprises

Total Workers 49351 27.14

Hired Workers 35812 26.16

Female 8199 28.53

Children 419 29.36

(In Nos.)
Urban Total
Number Percentage Number Percentage
©) (6) ) (8)
1065 24.47 4352 100.00
656 19.06 3442 100.00
409 44 .95 910 100.00
2727 35.44 7694 100.00
1295 57.99 2233 100.00
46 22.12 208 100,00
47 82.46 57 100.00
28356 73.74 38455 100.00
14137 72.77 19428 100.00
14219 74.73 19027 100.00
129748 74.51 174132 100.00
99814 74.11 134688 100.00
20498 71.83 28535 100.00
961 70.30 1370 100.00
29421 68.73 42807 100.00
14793 64.68 22870 100.00
14628 73.37 19937 100.00
132475 72.86 181826 100.00
101109 73.84 136921 100.00
20544 71.47 28743 100.00
1008 70.64 1427 100.00

Report of Fourth Economic Census(1998), Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Pondicherry.



7. DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS OTHER THAN CULTIVATORS AND AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS

Workers
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1 1971 Census 471,707 78.041 7,212 265 2,525 22,718 4,457 15,592 3,575 21,697
2. 1981 Census 604,471 102,892 8,937 48 4,014 28,838 6,562 20,884 5,923 27,686
3. 1991 Census 807,785 166,638 7,214 333 2,126 39,122 11,108 38,341 8,493 59,901

Source : Directorate of Census Operations, Pondicherry.
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DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS OTHER THAN
CULTIVATORS AND AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS-1991

Livestock, forestry, fishing, hunting & allied
Mining and quarrying

Manf., processing, servicing

Construction

Trade and Commerce

Transport & Communication

Other services

DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS -1991

m 333

m Livestock, forestry, fishing,
hunting & allied

m Mining and quarrying

0O Manf., processing, servicing

@MConstruction

I3 Trade and Commerce

B Transport & Communication

5: Other services

a Cultivators

m Agricultural Labourers



8. DISTRIBUTION OF WORKERS BY CATEGORIES
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1. 1971 Census 471,707 141.025 16,709 46,275 7,212 265 2,525 22.718 4,457 15,592 3,575 21,697
2. 1981 Census 604,471 173,247 15,841 54,514 8,937 48 4,014 28,838 6,562 20,884 5,923 27,686
3. 1991 Census 807,785 261,800 17,959 . 77,203 7,214 333 2,126 39,122 11,108 38,341 8,493 59,901

Source: Directorate of Census Operations, Pondicherry.
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9. WOMEN EMPLOYMENT BY MAJOR ACTIVITY GROUP-1998

Sl Major Activity Group/
No. important Industry group
(1) (2)

1. Manufacturing

2. Retail Trade

3. Restaurants and Hotels

4 Community, Social and

" Personal Services

Source:

Statistics, Pondicherry.

Total
Employment

(3)

48704

33614

7593

63304

Female

4)

10204

5897

1749

15140

10.TEXTILE MILLS - LABOUR EMPLOYED BY SEX

Year / Month

1990

1991

1992

1993

1994-95

1995-96

1996-97

1997 - 98

1998 - 99

1999-2000

2000 - 2001

Source : Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Pondicherry.

Monthly Average

%

97.93

97.87

97.65

98.00

89.47

94.66

94.68

94.68

95.16

95.54

94.77

Men

persons

3

8240

7962

6835

8465

9540

8486

8385

7743

7081

7044

6554

%

Percentage
of Female
(5)
21%
18%
23%
24%

Report of the Fourth Economic Census(1998), Directorate of Economics and

Women Total
persons
5 6

2.04 172 8414.04
2.10 171 8135.1
2.32 162 6999 32
1.98 171 8637.98
10.44 1112 10662.44
5.28 473 8964.28
5.26 466 8856.26
5.26 430 8178.26
4.84 360 7441
4.46 329 7373
5.23 362 6916



WOMEN EMPLOYMENT IN ORGANISED SECTOR



11. FEMALE EMPLOYMENT IN NON-AGRICULTURAL ESTABLISHMENT BY MAJOR ACTIVITY GROUP

{In numbers)

Rural Urban Combined
I\SIIo.. Major activity group Employee Hired Workers Employee Hired Workers Employee Hired Workers
Total Female Total Female Total Female Total Female Total Female Total Female
@ @ ) @ (©) (©) @) ®) ©) (10) (11) (12 (13 (14
1 Mining and quarrying 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2. Manufacturing 21364 4739 20733 4668 24909 4974 23243 4849 46273 9713 43976 9517
3 Electricity Gas and Water 484 12 480 12 901 44 897 44 1385 56 1377 56 .
4. Construction 356 37 317 35 2540 402 2212 390 2896 439 2529 425
5. Wholesale Trade - 232 28 217 27 1397 145 1184 143 1629 173 1401 170
6. Retail Trade 3050 312 2384 269 17923 2309 13868 2132 20973 2621 16252 2401
7. Restaurants and Hotels 679 114 458 76 4624 614 3966 558 5303 728 4424 634
8. Transport 445 9 395 8 2802 75 2514 67 3247 84 2909 75
9. Storage and Warehousing 23 1 22 1 123 7 100 6 146 8 122 7
10. Communications 170 15 162 14 1189 227 1108 223 1359 242 1270 237

I i |
11, Financial, Insurance, Real 1081 250 943 248 6382 885 5664 854 7463 1135 6607 1102
Estate & Business Service

Community, Social and

12. .
Personal Services

9311 2709 8763 2679 47552 11433 45058 11232 56863 14142 53821 13911

13. Other (unspecified) activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
14. Non - Agricultural Activities 37195 8226 34874 8037 110342 21115 99814 20498 147537 29341 134688 28535

Source : Report of the Fourth Economic Census(1998}, Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Pondicherry.
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,\?(I)'. Year
1 2

1 1991
2 1992
3 1993
4 1994
5 1995
6 1996
7 1997
8 1998
9 1999
10 2000
11 2001
12 2002

12. WOMEN EMPLOYMENT IN ORGANISED SECTOR

Women

6,999

6,571

6,686

6,600

6,581

7,890

6,689

6,478

6,091

6,970

4,921

7,907

Public Sector

Total
Employment

42,118

41,593

40,437

40,198

42,593

43,879

40,437

38,591

37,681

36,551

32,195

41,382

Percentage of
women

16.62

15.80

16.53

16.42

15.45

17.98

16.54

16.79

16.16

19.07

15.28

19.11

Source Employment Exchange, Pondicherry.

Private Sector

Women

1,255

1,489

1,455

1,489

1,483

1,684

1,462

1,465

1,907

585

1,023

2,267

Total
Employment

9,732

9,195

11,922

10,195

11,819

12,081

11,922

10,112

10,731

5,546

7,223

12,373

Percentage of
Women

12.90

16.19

12.20

14.61

12.55

13.94

12.26

14.49

17.77

10.55

14.16

18.32

Women

8,254

8,060

8.141

8,089

8,064

9,574

8,151

7,943

7,996

7,555

5,944

10,174

Total p
Employment =8

=
o

51,850

50,788

52,359

50,393

54,412

55,960

52,359

48,703

48,412

42,097

39,418

53,755

Percentage of
Women

=
[

15.92

15.87

15.55

16.05

14.82

17.10

15.57

16.31

16.52

17.95

15.08

18.93



13. AVERAGE

Type of Labour

Ploughmen

Sowers and

Transplanters

Weeders

Reapers and
Harvesters

Herdsmen

Other Agricultural
Labourers

Skilled Labourers

Cobblers

DAILY WAGES PAID TO AGRICULTURAL AND SKILLED LABOURERS 1990-1991 to 2000-2001

(In Rupees)
1990-91 1991-92 1992-93 1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01
@ @ 3 H) ®) ) ) ®) ©) (10) 1D (12
Men 42.07 50.78 62.48 71.37 79.74 88.41 101.90 118.76 130.29 128.08 149.55
Men 23.82 23.80 34.58 - - - 54.38 62.19 72.92 80.00 80.00
Women 14.07 16.85 19.93 22.00 25.05 28.03 31.68 34.28 35.56 38.18 38.58
Men - - - - - - - - - - -
Women 12.55 14.78 17.56 18.91 21.89 24.91 28.18 29.55 31.34 32.62 35.55
Men 21.48 26.85 32.93 34.69 41.59 47.68 47.89 54.84 54.03 63.21 65.61
Women 20.37 22.27 25.90 25.89 31.19 34.85 3843 35.08 46.38 46.17 44.07
Men - - - - - - - - - - -
Children 5.82 6.59 7.09 - - - - - - -
Men 22.90 25.48 34.74 38.21 43.57 50.88 56.75 62.02 69.34 69.69 74.37
Women 10.00 12.92 14.71 18.17 22 58 25.00 28.54 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.45
Carpenter 43.09 45.02 51.27 57.35 65.54 74.63 81.21 90.06 105.64 109.64 118.96
Blacksmith 27.94 31.16 34.61 3911 40.71 48.69 55,61 59.88 63.73 64.27 71.87
- - - - - 32.97 35.13 39.59 - - -

Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Pondicherry.
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14. EMPLOYMENT IN CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND STATE GOVERNMENT

Central Government State Government
SI. Year as on
No. 31st March
Female Total Female % Female Total Female %

1 1991 871 4247 20.51 5473 26346 20.77
2 1992 875 4174 20.96 5686 26816 21.20
3 1993 899 4061 22.14 5681 27242 20.85
4 1994 862 4327 19.92 5632 27420 20.54
5 1995 1022 4741 21.56 5899 26737 22.06
6 1996 896 4664 19.21 5946 27526 21.60
7 1997 900 4704 19.13 NA 27477 -

8 1998 NA 4152 - NA 25673 -

9 1999 NA 5432 - NA 26089 -
10 2000 NA 5494 - NA 27577 -
11 2001 NA 5293 - NA 26014 -

Source : Directorate of Economics and Statisitcs, Pondicherry.



15. SHARE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES UNDER POVERTY ALLEVIATION PROGRAMME IN RURAL AREAS

Total No. of families

I\Sk‘).. Year assisted under Self Totat No. Oég&g%fﬂ?ﬁ;?ﬁﬂider Wage Percentage Share of Women
Emp. Prog.
IRDP TRYSEM NREP RLEGP JRY JGSY EAS IRDP TRYSEM NREP RLEGP JRY JGSY EAS
1 85-86 3142 154 2.38 0.75 - - - 12 51 20 15 - - -
2 86-87 5675 265 2.49 122 - - - 15 64 22 18 # - -
3 87-88 4829 307 2.98 2.22 - - - 34 45 29 23 - - -
4 88-89 3034 401 2.43 231 - - - 33 52 30 26 - - -
5 89-90 2089 318 - - 8.08 - - 41 58 - il 19 - -
6 90-91 2078 422 - - 4.89 - - 53 96 - - 24 - -
7 91-92 1343 383 - - 5.20 - - 58 61 - - 27 - -
8 92-93 1296 189 - - .381 - - 50 40 - - 35 - -
9 9394 1457 410 - - 4.40 - - 69 37 - - 41 - -
10 94-95 1221 356 - - 5.40 - - 59 55 - - 49 - -
n 94-96 1563 625 - - 3.10 - - 58 56 - - 52 - -
12 96-97 1293 8 - - 2.90 - - 55 100 - - 67 - -
13 97-98 1107 138 - - 0.63 - 0.14 64 52 - - 30 - -
14 98-99 1317 131 - - 0.02 - 0.38 64 68 - - - - -
15 99-2000 - - - 0.10 0.03 0.29 - - - - 38

Note: JGSY and EAS are being implemented from 97-98 and 99-2000 respectively.

Source: District Rural Development Agency, Pondicherry.
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16. Size Class-wise Number and Area of Operational Holdings
Agricultural Census - 1995 - 96

(Area in Hectares)

Individual Holdings Joint Holdings
Sl No Size Class Number Area operated Number Area operated
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female  Total Male Female Total
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14
1 Below 0.50 13998 4484 18482 3473 959 4432 908 142 1050 195 31 226
2 t10.50-1.00 5060 1263 6323 3738 885 4623 255 36 291 175 24 199
Marginal (1+2) 19058 5747 24805 7211 1844 9055 1163 178 1341 370 55 425
3 1.00-2.00 3425 751 4176 5082 1079 6161 138 14 152 191 17 208
Small (3) 3425 751 4176 5082 1079 6161 138 14 152 191 17 208
4 2.00-3.00 1193 217 1410 2973 521 3494 41 4 45 97 1 108
5 3.00-4.00 553 105 658 1951 356 2307 22 2 24 74 7 81
Semi medium (4+5) 1746 322 2068 4924 877 5801 63 '6 69 171 18 189
6 4.00 -5.00 306 a4 350 1377 200 1577 7 1 8 32 5 37
7 5.00-7.50 298 48 346 1869 304 2173 12 - 12 80 - 80
8 7.50 -10.00 107 13 120 919 112 1031 4 - 4 36 - 36
Medium (6+7+8) 711 105 816 4165 616 4781 23 1 24 148 5 153
9 10.00 -20.00 78 2 80 1082 32 1114 - - - - --
10 20.00 & above 15 - 15 413 - 413 - - - - - -
Large (9+10) 93 2 95 1495 32 1527 - - - - - -
All Sizes 25033 6927 31960 22877 4448 27325 1387 199 1586 880 95 975

Source 1Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Pondicherry.
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17. NUMBER OF WORKING

FACTORIES AND EMPLOYMENT IN WORKING FACTORIES DURING 2000

Average daily number of workers employed

Total No Total no of
Industry Group of working mandays worked Adults Adolescent Children
factories during the year
Men Women Men Women Boys Girts
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Government and Local Fund Factories:
Mifr. of food products (15) 7 76453 198 78 - - -
Manufacture of cotton textiles (17) n 1675412 780 440 - - -
Manufacture of Paper and Paper Products (21) 3 55726 125 62 - -
Publ_lshlng, Printing and Reproduction of recorded 4 83626 246 85
media (22)
Manufacture coke, Refined Petrolium Products and 3 1200 4 ) i
nuclear fuel (23)
Manufacture of Chemical e Chemical Products (24) 5 24025 51 24 . : -

Total (a) , 33 1916442 1404 639 0 0 0
Other Factories
Mir. of food products and Beverages(15) 214 1015618 3088 343 . - -
Manufacture of cotton textiles (17) 83 788537 1502 303 . - -
Manufacture of wearing apparel (18) 16 4800 5 3 - - -
Tanning and Dressing of leather (19) 58 1927808 2242 544 - - -
Manufacture of wood and wood products (20) 7 2432 8 - - - -
Manufacture of Paper and Paper Products (21) 82 231413 393 142 - - -
Publishing, Printing and Reproduction of recorded 5 181541 123 61 i i i

media (22)

Estimated
average daily

employment

n

131

270

22

25

31

65

544

3366

1876

451

24

542

418
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13

14

15

16

17

20

21

22

23

Manufacture coke. Refined Petrolium Products and
nuclear fuel (23)

Manufacture of Chemical & Chemical Products (24)

Manufacture of Rubber & Plastic Products (25)

Manufacture of other non-metallic & Mineral Products
(26)
Manufacture of Basic Metals (27)

Manufacture of fabricated metal products except
machinery & equipments (28)

Manufacture of machinery and equipment n.e.c (29)

Manufacture of office accounting and computing
machinery (30)

Manufacture of electrical machinery & apparatus (31)

Manufacture of Radio, Television and communication
equipment & apparatus (32)

Manufacture of medical, precision and optical
instruments, watches (33)

Manufacture of motor vehicles, trailers and semi
trailers (34)

Manufacture of other transport equipment (35)
Manufacture of Furniture, manufacturin n.e.c. (36)
Repair of Motor vehicles etc. (50)
Computer and related activities (72)

Total (B)

Grand Total (A + B)

16

371

166

86

100

61

63

31

105

12

53

60

16

42

21

11

1719

1752

28200

3921384

1706178

1806649

426329

126341

100854

185453

398988

30906

382031

376406

46822

241714

14456

35754

13980614

15897056

Source ; Office of the Chief Inspector of Factories and Boilers, Pondicherry.

39

6202

2774

881

879

192

158

195

1322

73

339

442

74

246

35

307

21519

22923

1318

711

293

138

63

77

141

394

29

136

131

19

110

13

7

5059

5748

157

4779

3319

725

1871

658

546

373

1170

200

330

682

190

212

228

86

22241

22785
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