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The next year procuremen t amounted to 21,000 tonnes. besides 10 per cent from 
the Pondicherry mandi. During 1970- 71 , only 9,830 tonncs of rice was 
procured. /\n additional quantity of 500 lonncs of rice was imported to meet 
the Territory' overall requirements. Supplementary procurement at the rate 
of 20 per cent was also efTcctcJ in the Pondicherry mandi on the marketable 

surplus brought by the ryols anJ merchants ror sale. Procurement was given 
up in April 1971 on account of the satisractory food po~ition. However 

as a result of the emergency, following the Pakistani aggression, procurement 

was reintroduced on 26 November 1971. To boost procurement, 20 per cent 
of the open market paddy arrivals in Pondicherry mandi were also collected 
from the dealers. Fourteen check posts in Pondicherry region and seven in 

Karaikal were established to prevent illicit movement of food grains from the 
Territory. 

The Food Corporation of India has cveral godowns to store its food 
grains and fertilizers. Most of it'> stock.s are stored in godowns taken on rent. 
Four gollowns arc of 1,500 metric tonncs capacity each, two of 1,100 metric 

tonnes capacity. one or 400 metric tonncs and another of 225 metric tonnes. All 
these eight godowns are locateJ close to the porl. A nother godown of 1,500 metric 
tonnes capacity is located in Nellitoppu. The godown at Tiruvandarkovil of 
2,800 metric tonnes capaci ty belongs to the Food Corporation of fndia. Apart 
from these, one godown of 5,000 metric tonnes capacity is under construction 
within the ca mpus of the Pondichcrry Railway station . The Corporation·s 
branch in Karaikal has one gollown at its llisposal. 

XIII. Weights and Measures 

The question of standardising weights and measures used by the public 
in the Territory received attention even before merger because of Pondicherry's 
special relation with France, the chief exponent of the metric system. It may 
be recalled that the metric system was introduced in France soon after the 
Revolution in 1789, and was declared compulsory since 1840. The then 

Pondicherry Administration also decided to follow suit and appointed a com­
mission by an order dated 30 March 1840 to study the problem and to exa­
mine the relation between the metric system and the local systems of weights 
and measures and suggest ways and means for the final replacement of the 

local weights and measures with metric equivalents. 
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After considerable deliberation. the conuni-;sion suggested that the prevail­
ing morakkals be rounded on· into litres. On the basis of the recommendation 
of the commission, the order of 12 September 1842 was issued making 
compulsory the usc of litrcs in Karaikul region. The public were requ ired to 
usc the following capacity measures in Pondicherry and Karaikal regtons : 

Pondichcrry : 

Bare marccal I 0 mcasu res 10 litrcs 

Bare marccal 6 measures 6 li tres 

Bare marecal 4 measures = 4 litrcs 

Bare marecal 3 me.tsurc;; 3 lit res 

Bare reHapaJy 2 measures 2 li t res 

Bare paJy measure litre 

Bare arcpady 1/2 mcasu rc 500 mi.ll ilitrcs 

Bare kappady 1/4 measure 250 mill il itres 

Bare arecalpady Jj g measure 125 mi ll ilitres 

Arcmagani 1/ 16 measure 62.5 mi ll ilitres 

Kalmagani . 1/32 mea... ure = 31.25 milli litrcs 

Karaika/: 

Bare marccal 4 measures 4 litrcs 

Bare rettapady 2 measures 2 litres 

13are chinnapady measure I litre 

Bare calpady 1,2 measure 500 mill ilit rcs 

Bare arccalpady 1/4 measure ::... 250 mill ilitres 

Bare visampady 1/8 measure = 125 mill ilit rcs 

Bare arevisampady 1' 16 measure 62.5 mi ll ilitres 

Bare ealvisampady I 32 measure - 31.25 mi ll ilitres 

Tn transactions involving weighing operations. ratfwls and k undus 

equivalen t to 1/2 kg. and 25 kg. respecti,ely were used. All the va rious 
Bureau:\ under Lhe former French Administration were directed to follow the 
metric \)'Stem in all their dea ling~. ln course 0!' time la nd su rvey records 
and cada<;tral maps were al~o maintained in metric unih. Measuremen's of 
length and area were expressed in terms of metric hectares, are~ and centiares 
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Even medica l pre~criptions were indicated in metric units. Ch ild ren in a ll 
prima ry and secondary schools were taught to usc the metric system of 
measurements. 

Some measure of coni rol o n the weights ami measures used in the 
territory came to be excrcisetl only after the deliberation of Conscil G6neral 
of 4 October 1913 given effect to by the arrete o f 10 April 1916.53 For 

carrying ou t the purposes of this order, the who le territory was divided into 
seven 'areas', each area being placed under the charge of a 'Controlcur de 
Contributions' or Revenue Delegate who had with them standard weights 
anti measures, besides weighing and measuring instruments. The standard 
weights and measures in the custody of the above said o fficial s were required 
to be verified and Stamped once every three years by a Commission 

appointed by the Governor. 

The periodical verification o f weights and measures used by the trading 
community was carried out once in twelve months. Fees chargeable for such 

verificatio n ranged from four annas to o ne a nd a half rupees. Wherever the 

transport of weigh ts anu measures posed some difficulty, the verificatio n was 
carried o ut o n the spot itself. The Revenue Officials were empowered to carry 
o ut surprise checks at all reasonable times and to seize all time-barred weights 
and measures and weighing o r measuring instruments which did no t carry the 
annual verilication stamps. Those who did not comply with the orders were 
fi ned. 

Some o f the important units of weights and measures which were in 
use in Pondichcrry and Karaikal regions before merger are given below: 

Weights : Kg. G. M g. 

Kundu 

Maund (French) 

Thooku 

Veesai 

Rat hal 

Thola 

Varaganctla i 

25 
12 

0 
0 

860 
500 
453 
II 

41 
662 
540 

K und umani 0 0 11 1.(1 
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Capacity measures (Solids) : 

8 mahani pady 

4 pady mara kkal 

12 marakkal k.a lam 

Capacity measures (Liquids) : 

seer - 500 mi. 

Area measures : 

manai 2,400 sq. ft. 

24 manai Kani 

484 manai Sq. mile 

Measurement of time : 

60 vinadics = na.£higai (24 minutes) 

3l nazhigai muhurtham 

2 muhurtha m jama m 

8 j amam day 

The measure used for salt was di fTercnt . One salt nwrakkal wa!. equi­
valent to three ordinary pndys. Liquids li ke mil k a nd curd, etc. were also 
measured in terms of pady. In measuring oils, the preva lent unit wns semb11 

and its fractions equiva lent to pady. 

In transactio ns involving the sale or toddy, Roora (4.1) and Kalta i (1. 1) 

were used as measures. Darn/una was the unit of measurement for country 
liquor. fn liquor sl1ops, the Brit ish measure of ounce wa also used. Petroleum 
products were measured in terms of gallons. In texti le transactions, yard and 
mu=lwm were the main units of measurement in use. Tn measuring a rea, metric 
units like ' hectares' and 'arcs· were used in Government records while in 
local practice ktdli, ma and 1w/i were used. 

In Mahe 1he following weights were u~ed for '' eighing suga r. vc!!elables 
and grains. 
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16 dram ounce 21 rupees weight 
locally known as palani 

4 ounces pal am 10 rupee weight 

4 palams ra thal (pound) 40 rupee weight 

32 rathal (pound) tulam 

3! tulam shata thookam 11 2 rathals (pound) 

20 shata thooka m ton 2240 pounds 

The following were the weights used for weighing gold : 

I veesham nenmani thookam (weight of a paddy grain) 

4 veesham kunnikuru 

2 kunni kuru manchadi 

4 ma n.chad i pana m = 16 veesham 

:!0 panam I pavan (weight of one sovereign) 


30 pana m I rupee weight 


The fo llowing were the measurements of length used by carpenters : 

8 thovara viral 


12 viral chaan 


24 vi ra l kol usua lly used by carpenters 


4 chaan muzha m 


4 muzham maar 


1.000 maar maLhika 

The following units were used fo r meao;uring cloth : 

12 inches = feet 


3 feet ya rd (vara) 


The following units were used for measuring wood : 

Cubic measurement cubic kol 

of wood 


I kandy J3 cubic feet I cubic kol 
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The following units were used for measuring grains : 


2 azhak uthake 


2 u.d1ake ury 


2 ury = nazhy 


4 nazhy edaogazhy 


I 0 cdangazhy para 


8 para = chak (one bag) 


The units used for liquids were as follows : 

2 azhak uzhake 

4 uzhake nazhy 

4 nazhy etlangat.hy 

5 nazhy = kutti 

16 J..u tti -:: pat!am 

1 8~ kulti kandi 

The units or measurement or grain<> anti liquids prevalent in Yanam 
region were as under : 

kuncham 4 seers 

seru 1/4 or kuncham 

lava = 1/8 of kuncham 

!.Ola 1/ 16 or kuncharn 

ara sola = 1/32 or kuncham 

gidda 1/64 or kuncham 

ara gidda = 1/ 128 or kuncham 
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The unit:; for mea!.u ring groccnes were as follows: 

manu<.! R visa 

visa 120 thola~ 

pad a lam = 60 thobs 

embul am = 30 tholac; 

pampu 15 thola~ 

ara pampu ::: 7! tholas 

patika pampu = 2 3: thola~ 

Land was measured as follows : 

pulty 8 acres 

aka ram acre 

kuncham = 1/ 10 acre 

seru = 1/4 kuncham 

tavn = 1/S kuncham 

sola = 1/ 1 (, kunch 1m 

ara sola 1/32 or kuncham 

gidda -, I 64 or kunch:.lm 

ara gidda = lj i2S of kuncham 

The unit of length in usc was the yard. 

After 11/l!rger : As there ''as always commercia l intercourse specia lly 
111 regard to food-!.tufls and other cs~cn!tal commodities between Pondi.:: hcrry 
and the adjoin ing States, attempts to standardi'~: \\Cilohls and measures in this 
Territory did not a lways prO\'e suc<:cssf'ul. and <:0nditions ''ere becoming worse· 
Weights and met1sures based on the metric "Ystem, thl! British sy~tem and those 
of local origin were in usc side by side. Even the locnl system of measures 
and weights varied from region to region. Such slate or aflain; prompted 
the anliso::ial elemcnt,s among traders to resnrt to fraud and m·Jipractices. 

The Madras Standards of Weights and ~leasures Act 1956 was c"tentled 
to this territory with effect from 13 August 1958. As a lirl>t step the metric 
units of' weights were brlHight into force in the territory "ith etlc~t from 



724 (BANKING, TRADE AND COMMERCE J 

1 October 1958 with a tolerance period of two year tluring which the o ld 

system of weights was a llowed to continue. On the advice of the Standing 
Metric Committee, all administrative institutions in the territory were advised to 

adopt the metric system of weigh ts. With effect from I October 1960 the 
use of metric weights became compulsory. 

The metric capacity measures were introduced throughout the territory 

with effect from I April 196 1 with n period of to lerance of one year 
and its usage became compulso ry with ell'cct from I April 1962. The 

Madras Weights and Measures (Enforcement) Act, 1958 a nti the rules made 
thereunder were extended to this territory with effect from 7 September J961. 
After the introduction of the above Act, Inspectors were appointed to enforce 
the provisions of the a id Act a nd Rules. Wholesa le rice and paddy merchants 
were then required to transact sale only by metric weights. The metric 

measures of length were introduced from Apri l 1962 with a period of tolerance 
of six months. The provisions of the Act relating to units of mass came 

into force with effect from I January 1962. 

Timber however continued to be sold in non-standard units ac; suppliers 

from o ther States had not switched over to the metric system no r ra tional ised 
the sizes of timber. The textile industry which had adopted the 1netric system 
reverted back to the English system wi th effect from I February 1966 as this 
system continued t.o be prevalent a ll over the world especially in countries 
to which our textiles were exported. The m.etric system wus enforceJ in the 

timber trade from I October 1967. The enforcement of capacity measures 
in the petroleum trade was completed by 31 March 1963 a nd the use of 

a rea mea-;ures for land was then brought into force wi th cOcct from I October 

1965. 

The Pondicherry Weights and Measures (Enfo rcement) Rule were brought 
intJ force with effect from 10 August 1968 replacing the Madras Weights a nd 

Mea ures Rules till then in force. All these steps, in turn, increased the 
dema nd for metric weigh ts. In the circumsta nces, some ol the local foundaries 
were encouraged to resort to the ma nufacture o f the weight and measures. 

However scarcity of raw materials stood in the way and little progress was 
achieved. In the meanwhile the approved dealers in Pondicherry approached 
the manufacturers in Agra to supply the immediate requirements of the Territory. 


