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- Roystonea regia Kth. Palmae (Eng. The Cuban Royal Palm); 

- Sapindus p. Sapindaccac; 

-Saraca indica L. Caesalpiniaceae (Tel. Asokamu) (Eng. Asoka tree); 

- Spathodea campanu/ata Beauv. Bignoniaceae; (Eng. Fountain tree); 

- Tabebuia pellfaphylla Hemsl. Bignoniaccac: 

- Tecoma sp. Bignoniaceae: 

- Wrightia tinctoria R. Br. Apocynaceae (Tel. Tella pala). 

While Casuarina equiset(folia (Tel. Chavukku) is extremely rare in Yanam, 
the cashew-nut trees (Anacardium occidentale L.) and Barringtonia actuangula Gaertn. 
which are very common in Karaikal, are totally absent in Yanam region. 

Conclusion 

Each region of Pondicherry territory has i1s own singular floristic aspect. 
For example, the flora of the Miocene sandstones of Pondicherry is unknown in 
other regions; the vegetation types of the ·occidental floral domain' that we find 
in Mahe are not met with in the other regions situated on t h.e Eastern Coast; 
Karaikal is extremely rich in h.ygrophytes; in Yanam one finds many h.alopl1ytes 
covering vast areas. Thus the flora of these four regions complement each other. 

VI. Fauna 

The fauna of Pondicl1erry, Karaikal and Yanam may be taken as 
essentially the same as that of the nearby districts of Tamil Nadu or Andhra 
Pradesh, the regions presenting practically the same physical, climatic and biotic 
features of the surrounding areas. The fauna of Mahe is more or less t11e same as 
that of lhe adjoining Malabar tract of Kerala. There are no major forests in Ute 
region, which at best contains only scarce, secondary, disturbed scrub jungle besides 
open trees and agricultural fields. The sea-board of the territory also does not 
exhibit any special feature. As such the fauna is limited and not spectacular so 
far as the larger species of wild life are concerned. By and large the fauna can be 
characterised as typical of the drier areas of Peninsular Indian plains. 
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Mammals : 

There arc about 54 ~pccies of mammals found in the area. Of the order 
lnsectivora or in~ect eating small mammals, the commonest is the House 
Shrew (Suncus murinus niger). Two other species of House Shrews (Suncus 
s10liczkanus a nd Suncus dayi) may a lso be found occasionally. South fndia n 
Hedgehog, Paraecflinus micropus nudiventris may be rarely met with, while the 
Southern Tree Sh rew Anatlwna ellioti elfioti may no longer be found here. Among 
Chiroptera or bats, both the frugivorous and insectivorous species arc common. 
The frugivorous bats which do a certain amount of damage to orchards and fruit 
cu ltiva tions belong to the famil y Pteropidae a nd a re of three species: Pteropus 
giganteus gigallfeus commonly known as Flying Fox. the short-nosed Fruit Bat 
Cynopterus sphinx sphinx and the Leschenault's Fruit Bat Rouse/Ius leschenaulti 
leschenau!Ji. About twenty species of insectivorous bats belonging to five families 
are known to exist here. These include tluec 'ipecies of Tomb bats (Taphozous 
longimanus longimanus, T. melanopogon melanopogon and T. Saccolaimus crnsstts): 
two species of False Vampires (Megadenna spasma hors.fieldi and M. lyra lyra); 
two species of Horseshoe Bat (Rhinolophus rouxi rouxi and R. /uctus bedclomei); 
the Leaf-nosed Bat ( Hipposideros speoris speoris); the Free-tailed Bat (Tadarida 
plica/a plicata); three species of Pi pis lrelle Bats (Pipistrel/us coromandra 
coroma11dra, P. minus minus a nd P. ceylonicus); two species of Yellow Bat 
(Scotophilus temmincki ll'rougluoni and S. lleathi lzeathi); the Long winged Bat 
(Miniopterus australis pisillus): and the Hairy winged Bat tHarpioceplwlus harpid 
madrassius). 

Coming to the order of Primates to which a pes, monkeys a nd ,man himself 
belong, commonest is the Bonnet monkey Macaca radiata radiata the common 
pale or red faced squat monkey. The Grey Langur Presbytis entellus anchises. the 
black faced slimmer monkey originally found in some areas probably no longer 
range in these areas. Th.e slender Loris (Loris tardigradus lydekkerianus) is said 
to be almost non-existent in Pondicherry region now. The curious creature Scaly 
Anteater or Pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) is rarely met with. 

Among the Carnivora. the la rger cats like Tiger and Leopard are non­
existent here. Of the lesser cats Rusty spotted Cat (Felis rubiginosa rub;ginosa), the 
Leopard Cat (Felis bengalensis bengalensis) and the jungle Cat (Felis clwus 
kelaarri) were found here but except for the scarce occurrence of the latter, others 
are very rare now. Jackals (Canis aureus naria) and foxes ( Vulpes hengalensis) 
are nowadays not so common. The Civet Cats and mongooses are represented 
by the common Palm Civet (Paradoxurus hermaphroditus hermaphrorlitus) rather 
rare. the sma ll rndian Civet (Vil'erricula indica indica), the Grey Mongoose 
(Herp"stes smithi smithi edwardvi) and occasionally Ruddy Mongoose (flerpeSIC'S 
smitl1i smithi). 
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No large wild herbivores such as dcers, antelopes etc., occur as the area 
is devoid of any large forests. 

Of the rodents (Rodentia) and their allies, hares and rabbits (Lagomorpha) 
there are many species. Blacknaped Hare Lepus nigricollis nigricollis could be 
found in some areas. The common three striped Palm Squirrel (Funambulus 
polmarum palmarum) is the commonest squirrel of our compounds and gardens. 
The Flying Squirrel Petourista petaurista philippeusis is extremely rare now. 
Porcupine ( 1/ystrix indica indica) although rarely met with some years ago are 
no more found to exist in Pondicherry region. The murid group of rodents that 
include gerbiltes, rats and mice includes several kinds, a menace to cultivation. 
The Gerbilla Rat (Tatera indica cu1•ieri). Mole Rat (Bandicota hengalensis ok). 
Large Bandicoot (Bandicota indica indica), Metad (Millardia meltada), Bush Rat 
(Gohmda ellioti ellioti), the Field Mouse (Mus booduga) arc all destructive to 
agriculture and planta~ons. The species found living in and around houses are 
the common House Rat ( Rallus rolf us ralfus and R. norl'egicus) and the House 
Mouse (Mus musculus castaneous). Other species of rats and mice which might be 
occasionally found in the area include Blanford's Rat (Rattus hlanfordi ), Fawn 
coloured Mouse (Mus cen•icolor phillipsi), Brown Spiny Mouse (Mus platythrh: 
romnadensis) and the Tree mouse ( Vandeleuria oleracea nilagrica). 

ln Mahc among the insectivora or insect eating small mammals the common 
House Shrew Suncus murinus ( Linoaeus) and occasionally, Day's Shrew, Swrcus 
dayi (Dobson) could be met with. Bats are of several kinds. There are three 
species of fruit eating bats 1•iz.. the Egyptian fruit bat Rousellus /eschenau/ti 
(Desmarest), the common Flying Foxa Pteropus giganteus giganteus (Briinnich) 
and the short-nosed fruit bat, Cynopterous sphinx (Vahl). Others are mainly the 
smaller sized insectivorous bats. Species found in the area are: the lesser Rat­
tailed bat Rhinopoma hardwickei Gray, the Tomb bat Taphozous longimonus 
Hardwickei, the Black-bearded Tomb bat T. melcmopogon Temminck, the Malay 
False Vampire Megadermo sposmo (Linnaeus) and the [ndian False Vampire 
M. lyra Geoffroy; three species of Horseshoe bats: Rhinolophus rouxi rouxi 
Temm!nck, R. gracilis Anderson and R.luctus beddomei Anderson; two or three 
species of Leaf-nosed ba ls: Hipposideros speoris Schneider. fl. lankodil•a Kelaart 
and probably fl. bicolor fulvus (Gray), the free-tailed bat Todarido tragal a (Dobson); 
three species of Pipistrelle : Pipistrellus coramondro (Gray), P. minus minus 
(Wroughton) and P. ceylonicus indicus (~Dobson): two species of Yellow bats, 
Scotophilus ltmvnincki wroughtoni Thorns and S. heat hi (Horsfield); the long winged 
bat Minopterus schreibersi fuliginosus (Hodgson) and the beautiful pairlled bat 
Kerivou/a picta picto (Pallas). 
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Of th~ monkeys, the ~lacaques a rl! represented by the Bonnet Monkey 

Macaca radiata radiata ( GeoiTroy) and Langurs by Presbytis etllellus dussumieri 

(Geoffroy). 

Among the Carnivora. many species arc comm.only met "ith in the 

adjoining Malabar tract and it ic; pos!>iblc that some of these may be occas1onally 

found in Mahc. The~e include the Jackal Canis aureus naria (Wroughton). the 

Fox Vulpes bengflalensis (Shaw), the Common Otter Lutra lutra nair. (F. Cuvicq , 

the small Indian Civet Vil•erricula il1lhca indica (Desmaresl), the Palm Civet or 

Toddy Cat Paradoxuxus IJermaphraditus hermaphroditus (Pc~IIa~). Grey Mongoose 

Herpestes edu:ard.~i edwardsi (Geofl'roy). the Jungle Cat Felis clwus kelaarti 

(Pocock) and very rarely the Fishing Cal Felis l'il'errina (Bennett) . 

The common South India n Blacknaped hare Lepu.l nigricollis nigrico/lis 

(F. Cuvicr) is occasionally found . Rodentc; are mostly the house and field species found 

generally in Soutl\ern Jndia, like the Squirrel Funambulus pa/mamm palmamm 

(Linoaeus) and various species of rats and mice. The porcupine llystrix indica 

indica (Kerr) might sometimes visit from adjoining areas. A spiny Dormouse Plata 

canthemys lasiurus (Blyth) is often found in the Mal<tba r and Mysore forest areas 

which might perhaps be sti ll found here also. The species of rats and mice 

occurring in the region are: Lo ng tailed Tree Mouse Vandeleuria o/emcea nilagirica 

(Jerdon), the soft-furred Field Rat Millardia meltada me/tada (Gray). the House 

lbt Rattus rallus mj:·sccns (Gr.l}), the Non>.•> R.tL .'?. IWITegic:us (Berkenhout) 

which is alien but introduced here as elsewhere abo, the House Mouse Mus 

musculus castaneous, Water Mouse Mus bouduga booduga (Gray), the little Field 

Mouse Mus cel'l'icolor phillipsi (Wroughton) the Fawn coloured Mouse, the 

.Brown spiny Mouse 1\fus p/atythrix p/atythrix (Bennett). the Bush rat Golunda ellioti 

!Gray). two types of bandicoots, the Jesser Bmulico/ll benghalensis kof.. (Gray) 

and the larger Bandicota indica indica (Bechstein) a nd finally the Gerbil Tatera 

indica hardll'ickei (Gray). 

Marine mammals reported from Malabar coast and near Mahe are the 

black fin lcss Porpoise Neomeris plwcaenoides (Cuvicr). the Dolphin Delphinus 

dussemieri (Blanford) and Plumbeous Dolphin Sotalia plumbea (Cuvier). The 

Dugong (sea-cow) and Otter are also sighted near the shore. 



82 (GENERAL) 

TABLE- I 

Mammals 

Scientific and common English names Pondi- Karai- Mahe Yanam 
cherry kat 

Anathana ellioti Waterhouse - Madras Tree-Shrew 

Stmcus muriiiiiS Linnacus House-Shrew 

R011rcttus leschenaulti Desmarest-Fulvous Fruit Bat 

Pteropus giga11teus Briinnich-Indian Flying Fox 

C;nopterus sphinx Vnhi- Short-nosed Fruit Bal. . 

Tapho::ous melanopogon Tcmminok- Biaok-bcarded 
Tomb Bat 

Tapflfl=mts saccolaimlls Tcmminck-Pouch-bcaring 
Bat 

Mcgaderma spasma Linnacus Malay Paise Vampire 

Megaderma ll'ra Geoffroy Indian False Vampire 

Rhilllnpftus ro11xi Tcmminck llorse-shoe Bat 

1/ipposidem\· spcori.~ Schneider -Schneider's Leaf-
nosed Bat 

Jlippo.l'ideros (11h·us Gray Indian Bicoloured Leaf­
nn~cd Bat 

Tadaritla plimta Buchanan Wrinkled-lipped Bat 

Pipistrellus commandra Gray - India n Pipistrcllc 

Pipistrcl/11s mimus Wroughton Indian Pygmy 
Pip1strdlc 

Pipi.wre/111s Cl' l'ltmicus Kelaan Kclaa rti's Pipist rdlc 

Scotophi!us lwhli Leach Lesser Yell ow Ba L 

Scotop!ti/us lu•athi I lorsficld-Grcater Yellow B:tt 
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Scientific and common English names Pondi- Karai- Mahe Yanam 
cherry kat 

Kerivoula picta Pallas- Painted Blt + + + + 
Macaca radiara Geoffroy- Bonnet Monkey + + + 
Presby! is en tel/us Dufresne - Langur + + + + 
Canis aw·eus Linnaeus­ Asiati0 Jackal + + + + 
Vulpes bengalensis Shaw-Bengal Fox + + + + 
Melursus ursinus Shaw- Sloth Bear + 
Lutra lutra Linnacus- Common Otter + + 

Lutra perspicillata Geoffroy-Smooth-coated [ndian Otter. + 
Viverra megaspi/a Blyth- Large-spolted Civet .. + 
Paradnxurus hermaphroditus Pallas- Common Palm Civet. + + + 
Paradoxurus jerdoni Blanford-Jerdon's Palm Civet + + + + 
Herpestes edwardsi Geoffroy­ lndian Grey Mongoose + + + + 

Felis chaus Guldenstacdt- Jun,gle Cat + 

Felis rubiginosa Geoffroy- Rusty-spotted Cat + + + 
Sus scrofa Linnaeus- Wild Boar + 
Tragulus meminna Erxleben-Mouse Deer + + + + 

Axis axis Erxlcben-Spottcd Deer + + + + 

Cerl'us unicolor Kcrr- Sambar + + + + 
Tetracerus quadricornis Blainville-Four-horned Antelope. + + + + 
Gazella gaze/la Pal las-Mountain Gazelle + + 
Lepus nigricollis Cuvicr-lndian Hare + + + + 
Ftmambulus pa/marum Linnaeus-lndian Palm Squirrel. + I· + + 
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Scientific and common English names Pondi- Karai- Mahe Yanam 
cherry kat 

Funambulus tristatus Waterhouse-Jungle Striped Squirrel. + + + 
Frmambulus sublineatus Waterhouse- Dusky Striped 

Squirrel + 
Fimambulus /ayardi Blyth ­ Layard·s Striped Squirrel + 
Rallifa indica Erxleben- Tndian Giant Squirrel + + + + 
Millardia meltada Gray­ Soft-furred Field Rat + + + 
Rattus blanfordi Thomas-Blanford's Rat + + + 
Rattus rat/us Linnaeus- House Rat + + + + 
Afus musculus Linnaeus-House Mouse + + + + 
1l1us booduga Gray- Lillie fndian Field Mouse + + + 
A/us cen •icolor Hodgson­ Fawn-coloured Mouse + + + 

Afus platytlrrix Bennett-Indian Brown Spiny Mouse + + + 
Bandicota bengalensis Gray-Lesser Bandicoot Rat + + + + 
Bandicota indica Bcchstein-Large Bandicoot Rat + + + + 

Birds: 

Several species of resident or loca lly migratory birds arc found in the area. 
ln winter months this bird fauna is considerably enriched by the arrival of several · 
more species of migratory birds from the north. Barring a few exceptions, most 
of the birds found in other parts of the plains of peninsular [ndia occur here also. 

A number of aquatic or waterfront species of birds can be found in and 
around the various irrigation tanks, ponds and canals or water courses. 

Little Grebe or Dabchick (Podiceps rufico/lis) is a drab colou red squat , 
tailless little water bird with silky white under parts, found in pairs or parties near 
water. The Spolbill or Grey Duck (Anas poecilorhyncha) is the size of domestic 
duck with brown scaly feather paltern, yellow tipped bill wilh lwo orange red 
spots at its base. Of the teals, only Cotton Teal ( Nellapus coromande/ianus) the 
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smallest of the wild ducks largely white is present. Another duck like bird sometimes 
found is the Nakta or Comb Duck ( Sarkidivrnis melanotos) black glossy blue 
and green above and white below with a swollen knob at the base of the bill. 
Flamingo (Phoenicopterus roseus) is familiarly met with. Not so common is the 
Chestnut Bittern (Ixobryclzus cimzamomeus), a bird largely chestnut in colour as the 
name indicates. Another bittern is the Little Green Bittern ( Butorides s triatus) 
resembling paddy birds in general effect as bitterns do. Night Heron (Nycticorax 
nycticorax) ashy grey above witb. black back and white below, is nocturnal in 
habits. Paddy Bird ( Ardeo/a grayii) an earthly brown bird at rest is quite common. 
Two egrets, the Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) the common white bini seen around 
eattles, and the Little Egret (Egret/a garzetta) similar but differentiated by the black 
bill, are present. Another common water front bird is Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea) 
a stork li ke bird with white, long, curved neck. Four species of storks are 
common: Open billed stork (Auastomus oscitans) greyish white, with black wings, 
Painted stork (ibis /eucocephalus) with :1 heavy yellow bill and face and rose 
pink on shoulders and wings, the Black necked Stork (Xenorhynclws asiaticus) 
with enormous black bill, head and neck and pied black and white wings and the 
White necked stork (Ciconia episcopus) a black stork with white neck and 
abdomen. Both Black Ibis and White Ibis (Pseudibis papillosa and Tlzreskiomis 
me/anoceplrala) with long, down curved bills are pr~sent. The Spoon Bill (Piata/ea 
leucorodia) can be easily identified by the large Oat, black and ydlow spoon shaped 
bill. Darter (Anhinga rufa) known also as snake-bird for its snake like neck and 
narrow head is met with rarely. Little Cormorant (Pizalacrocorax niger) is another 
similar bbck duck like bird. Spotted billed or Grey p~lican m:1y be occasion.tlly 
found. Lapwings, plover like birds of partridgr; size with fleshy watlles in front of 
eyes arc represented by Yellow-wattled Lapwing (Vane/Ius malabaricus) and Red 
wattled Lapwing (Vane/Ius indic:us). Commonest of the plovers is tl1c Little Ringed 
Plover (Charadrius dubius) sundy brown above :md white below witl"t a complete 
white neck band. Near water courses one may find the River Tern (Sterna 
aurantia) coloured grey and white yellow bill a11d forked tail with a jet black cap 
on the head and nape in the summer. On the !;ea board, the Brownheaded Gull 
(Larus brwmiceplzalus) is quite common: so is the Blackhcaded Gull (Larus 
ridibundus). Painted snipe (Rostratula benglzalensis), met,tllic green with bu(f and 
black streaks above and brown and white below with long tip-cured bill may be 
occasionally seen in paddy fields. An Avocet with upturned be,tk w~s found near 
Thcngathittu r~cntly. Jacanas witl1 spidery elongated toes arc of two types, the 
Pheasant- tailed Jacana (/fydroplzasianus clzirurgus) and BronLcwinged Jacana 
(Metopidius indicus); both are very rare nowadays. The family of Rails and Coots 
is represented by the Coot (Fulica atra), a slaty black duck. like bird with white 
bill and forehead, the Purple Moorhen (Porplzyrio porphyria), a purplish blue hen 
like bird with red bill and forehead, the Indian Moorhen (Gallinula clzloropus) 
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slaty grey a nd brown with white under-tai l red fo rehead and base of bill , a nd the 
white breasted Waterhen (Amauromis pllot:llicurus). The purple Moorhen is said to 
be very rare. 

Birds of open trees with scrub jungle o r meadows and ploughed fields 
are numerous. Bustart Quail (Turnix suscitator) Buiton Quail (Turnix tanki) are 
common in grass land. True Quails a lso found in similar habi tats include Jungle 
Bush Quail (Perdicula Asiatica), Rain Quail (Coturnix coromandelica) a nd the 
common Grey Quail (Cotumix coturnix). The pheasa nts found include Grey and 
Painted Pa rtridges (Frcmcolinus pondicerianus and F. pictus) and Pea fowl (Paro 
crista/us). Sandgrouses are represented by the Common Indian Sandgrouse 
(Pterocles exusrus). The species of pigeons and doves usually met with are the Little 
Brown Dove (Streptopelia senega/ensis). Ring Dove (Streptope/ia decaocto). 
Spotted Dove (Streptopelia chinensis), Red Turtle-Dove (Streptopelia tranquebarica), 
Emerald Dove (Cha/cophaps indica), Blue Rock Pigeon (Columba Iivia) and the 
Green Pigeon (Treron phoenicoptera). Emerald dove and green pigeon a re very 
ra re. 

Birds of prey commonly found in the area are vultures like the White Scavenger 
Vulture (Neophron percnopterus) mostly dirty white in colour, Whitebacked Vulture 
(Gyps benf!a/emis) with white on the back, the King Vulture (Torgos calvus) with 
scarlet hl!ad a nd neck; the kites no tably the common Pariah Kite (Milvus migrans), 
the Bra hminy Kite (Haliastur indus) body rusty red with head, neck and breast 
white, the Shikra (Accipiter badius) a slim ashy blue grey bird with rusty brown 
cross barred white below, eagles like Short-toed Eagle (Circaetus gallicus) thick 
set. with white under parts barred with brown and vertical bustle like feathers on 
face, a nd the commonest of c ur eagles. the Tawny Eagle (Aquila rapax) with 
flat head and thickly feathered legs; falcons like Red headed Merlin (Falco 
chicquern) a bluish grey falcon with chestnut head and black barred white abdomen, 
owls like the Barn Owl (Tyto alba) with a facial disc surrounded by a ruff of stilT 
hairs, the Great Horned Owl (Bubo bubo) with 'ear tufts' o r 'horns' and fully 
feathered legs, the Colla red Scops Owl (O tus bakkamoena) a motlled grey brown, 
'horned' owlet, tmder parts barred with blackish and brown, a nd the fami li ar 
Spotted Owlet (Athene brama) with spotted body, large round head a nd staring 
yellow eyes. Another common bird of the night is the Nightjar (Caprimulgus 
asiaticus). 

Parrots found in the area include the large Indian Parakeet (Psitracula 
eupatria) with a ma roon patch on the shoulder, the Roscringed Parakeet 
(Psittacula Krameri) smaller a nd lacking the maroon pa tch. a nd the Blossom 
headed Parakeet (Psittacu/a cyanocepha/a), still smaller with bluish red head. 
The las t is no t so common as the other two. 
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Among cuckoos, the K oel (Endynamys scolopacea) and the Crow-Pheasa nt 
(Centropus sinensis) the familiar crow like bird with chestnut wings and long black 
tail are commonest. T he Hawk-Cuckoo or Brainfever Bird (Cuculus varius) can 
be spotted by its screaming call rising in crescendo a nd ending abruptly, heard 
intermittently throughout the day. 

Of the swifts, birds with bow like wings and no ted for their speed, the 
Alpine Swift (Apus melba) is quite common. The Palm Swift (Cypsiums parvus) 
associated with palmyra palm is found where these trees arc present. 

There is a rich variety, too many for individual mention, of small birds of 
the open plains, most of which are found in. other similar drier areas of South 
rndia. These include, to mention the better known among · them, kingfishers like 
Whitebreasted Kingfisher (/Jalcyon smyrnensis), Common Kingfisher (Alcedo allhis) 
and Pied Kingfisher (Ceryle rudis); Common Green Bea-eater (Merops orienta/is); 
Roller or Blue Jay (Coracias henglwlensis) the Common Hoopoe 
(Upupa epops); the Crimsonbreasted Barb-;:t or Coppersmith (Mega/aima 
haemacepfla!a); woodpeckers like Goldenbacked Woodpecker (Dinopium 
bengltalense) and the Ycllowfronted Pied Woodpecker (Dendrncopos 
mahrattensis). Of the perching birds (Passeriformes) there a re a great many 
variety: Indian Pitta (Pitta bracflyura) a pudy stub tai led green and fu lvous 
bird with crimson undertail; larks like Black bell ied Finch L:1rk (Eremopterix 
grisea), Rufoustailed Finch- Lark (Ammomanes p/wenicurus), the Rcdwingcd 
Bush Lark (Mirafra erytflroplera), Snull Indian !Skylark (Aiauda gulgula), 
Ind ian Pipit (Antlws IIOI'aeseelandiae) all rath.;n resembling sparrow; swallows, 
like Wirctailed Swallow (flirwulo smithii) and the Redrumpc:J Sw tllow (Hirtmdo 
daurica); Shrikes-birds with bills hooked at the tip li ke: B tyb tck.~J Shrike (Lanius 
1•ittatus), Rufousbacked Shrike (Lanius scliach) and the Wood Shrike (Tephrodomis 
pondicerianus); tlte Golden Oriole (Oriofus oriolus) and Bhckhc.1dcd Otiolc 
(Oriolus xanthomus) bright g0lden yellow birds with some black on wingc; or on held; 
Drongos like Racket-t'.ti leJ Drongo (Dicruru.\· paradiseus) a nd Bhck Drongo or King 
Crow (Dicmrus adsimilis); the ubiquitous Houc;e Crow (Corvus sp/endcns) as also the 
J ungle Crow (Con·us macrorllyncho.\·) ; the larg1.: Cuckoo-Shrike (Coracina IIOI'ae 
holfandiae), 13lackhcaded Cuckoo-Shrike ( Coracina mekmoptera ) and minivets 
like Small Minivet (Pericrocotus cirmwuome11s) and Scarlet Minivct (Pericrocotus 
jfammeus); the lora (Aegithina tiphia); three specie'> of bulbuls, the white browed 
Bulbul (Pycnonotus jocosus) the Redvented Bulbul (P. cafer) and Red whiskered 
Bulbul (Pycnonoru:. ca_(t!r.). 

Of the fam ily of Babblers, Flycatchers, Warblers etc., we have the Quaker 
Babbler (Afcippe poioiceplwfa), the Spotted B tbblcr (Pellom:tum mjiceps), Yellow 
eyed Babbler (Dumetia hyperythra), the Slatyhc:tded Scimit.ar B tbblcr (Pomatorhinus 
schisticeps), the Common BJbbler (T11rdoides caudatus) and the J ungle B.tbblcr 
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(T. striatus). The common flycatchers are the Greyhcadcd Flycatcher (Culicicapa 
ceylonensis) and Blacknupcd Blue Flycatcher ( \.fonarcha azurea). Warblers found 
include the Streaked Fantail Warbler (Cisticola juncidis). the Ashy Wren-Warbler 
(Prinia socioli.\·) and the Indian Wren-Warbler (P. ~ubf/ai'O). The While throated 
Ground Thrush (ZMtlrera citrina t:vanotus) is common. So is the Chestnutbellicd 
Nuthatch (Silfo CliS(OileO). or the Wagtails the resident species is the Large Pied 
Wagtail (Mntacilla madera,patensis). Tid..ell'-; Flowerp~cl.:er (Dicaeum erptftrorhynclzos) 
IS occasionally seen. The Purpk Sunbird (Nt!ctarinia asiatica) and the Purplcrumpcd 
Sunbird (Nectarinia Zeylonica) are the common sun birds. Nest-; of Common 
Weaver Bird {Pioceus philippirms) arl! a common sight. 

ln winter, this bird fauna •~ con~iderably ~:nriched by the migrant spec1es 
0f birds from Ih~: north. 

Reptiles: 

Among the lizards, the commonly seen and better known forms are the 
Garden Lizard (Ca/otes l'l!t .licolor), th~ Skink (Mabuya carinata). An interesting 
form which is named after the area, is the 1\gamid Lizard (Sitana ponticeriana) the 
only member of lhe family showing signs of dcgenera lion of the limbs in that il 
has only four toes instead of the usual five. The Mon1t0r Liz:~rd ( Varanus monitor) 
is occasionally met with. 

The estuarine crocodile (Crocodylus porosus) and the fresh-watl!r crocodile 
(Crocotfvlus palu.rtris) u-;cd to be found, but 11:1 vc almost disappeared now. 

Among sea turtles. the Hawksbill Turtle (Eretmocludyx imbricata) which 
yields the tortoise shell of commerce occur along the Pondicherry coast. 

Many ..pecie~ of snakes nny be found in the area. Among the poisonous 
:.pecies we have the Cobra (Naja nuja), the common Krait (Bungarus c aeruleus 
and the Saw-scaled Viper (Ecflis carinatus). Non-poisonous snakes arc more 
numerous of which the Wolf Snakt: (Lyt•odon au/icus) often mtslaken for a 
Krait, the Green Whip Snake (Ahaetulla namtus), the Rat Snake (Ptyas mucosus) 
the Water Snakes or Keel backs (Xenuchmphi.~ piscator and Ampltic.wna .wvldaJ 
arc rather common. The Dog-faced Water Snake (Cerbl'rus rhyuclwps) ts met 
with in csluuric,; and brack1sh waters. Th<.' Worm Snake (Typhlops braminus) i<; n 
harmless burrowing snake common in damp areas. 

The common sea snakes of Pondicherry coa~t are the Beaked Sea Snake 
(Enhydrina srhisto.m) and the Banded Snake (Hydropltis fasciatus). Some olhcr 
forms occasionally mel with arc (Kerilia jerdmi) known as Jerdon's Sea Snake 
and the Yellow Sea Snake (Hydrophis spiro/is). 
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TABLE-ll 

List of reptiles met with io Karaikal, Ma.be and Y anam 

Common Karaikal Mahe Yanam 
English name 

(f) (2) {:)) (4) 

Famify- Chcfoniidca 

Green Lurtle Chelonia mydas 
( Linnaeus) 

C. mydas 
(Lin nacus) 

C. mydas 
(Lin naeus) 

Fami Iy- Em.yd idae 

Geomyda lrijuga 
(Schweigger) 

Family-Gekkonidae 

House lizard Hemidactylus brooki 
(Gray) 

H. brooki (Gray) H. brooki (Gray) 

Hemidactylus triedus 
(Daudin) 

Hemidactylus 
leschenau/ti 
(Dum & Bibr) 

Garden lizard 
or Blood sucker 

Farnily-Agamidae 

Ca/otes versicolor 
(Daudin) 

C. versicolor 
(Daudin) 

C. versicolor 
(Daudin) 

Skink Mabuya carina/a 
(Schneider) 

M. carina/a 
(Schneider) 

M. carinata 
(Schneider) 

Riopa puncta/a 
(Gmefin) 

R. puncta/a 
(Gmelin) 

R. punctata 
(Gmelin) 

Lygosoma dussumieri 
(Durn. & Bibr.) 

• 
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( I) (2) (3) (4) 

Family-Varanidae 

Monitor lizard Varanus benghalensis 
(Daudin) 

Family- Uropeltidae 

Plectrums perroleli 
(Dum. & Bibr.) 

P. perroteti 
(Durn. & Bibr.) 

Uropeltis ceylarzicus 
(Cuvier) 

Family-Colubridae 

Olivaceous 
Keelback 

Alretium schislosum 
(Daudin) 

Cal Snake Boiga trif(OI/0 /a 
(Schneider) 

Enhydris e1111ydriJ 
(Schneider) 

Dog faced 
snake 

Cerberus rhync/wps 
(Schneider) 

C. rhynclwps 
(Schneider) 

C. rhy11chops 
(Schneider) 

Wolf snake Lycodon uulicus 
(Linnaeus) 

L. aulicus 
(Linnaeus) 

L. aulicus 
( Linnaeus) 

Green 'Keel 
back 

Macropisrhodon 
plumbico for 
(Cantor) 

Checkered 
Keel back 

Nalrix psicator 
(Schneider) 

Natrix psicator 
(Schneider) 

Natrix psicalor 
(Schneider) 

Striped Keel 
back 

Natrix slolata 
(Linnacus) 

Nalrix srolata 
(Linnaeus) 

Narrix stofata 
(Linnacu.,) 

Rat Snake Ptyas mucosus 
(Linnacus) 

Ptyas mucvsus 
(Linnaeus) 

Ptyas mucos11s 
( Li nnaeus) 
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(I) (2) 	 (3) (4) 

FamiJy-Elapidae 

Krait 	 Bungarus caemleus B. caeruleus B. caeruleus 
(Schneider) (Schneider) (Schneider) 

Cohra 	 Naja naja Naja naja Naja naja 
(Linn .) (Linn.) (Linn.) 

Family-Hydrophiidae 

Beaked Enl1ydrina sclzistosa E. schistosa E.schistosa 
Sea Snake (Daudin) (Daudin) (Daudin) 

Yellow Hydrophis spiral is 
Sea Snake (Shaw) 

Lapemis curtuJ 
(Sha\f) 

Small he~ded Micrncepha/nplzis gracilis 
Sea Snake (Shaw) 

Kerilia jerdoni 
(Gray) 

The coommone~ t Hou<.c Gecko 1-lemidact v/u \· hrooki (G ray.) is found a lso 
quite as often away from buildings. The Ca/otes Pcrsicolor (Daudin) is co mmonly 
known as blood sucker. The Varanus benghalensis (Daudin) i:> commonly known 
:.ts Monitor Lizard. It is bcncftcml to the people as it takes rats. tl1hydris enhydris 
(Schn.) and Natrix psi cat or are a~ uatic snnt...cs where they live upon fishes. 
The Ptya.\· nwcvsus (Linn.) is commonly known as "Rat Snake''. IL is mainly 
inhabitant of the plains and often found in the vicinity 1nof hum, habitations. 
They take mai nly rats and frogs. Within the poisonous snakes Bungam .1· caemleus 
(Schn.) co mmon" Indian Krait .. and Naja naja (Linn ,) •·tndian Cobra·· are 
terrest ria l inhabitants and the Enhydrina schistosa (Daudin) is the ~ommon 
sea sna i,.e. 

The occurrence of the estuarine crocodi le, Crocodylus porosus though common 
once now needs confirmation. However. the mnrsh crocodile, C. palustris. may be 
), polled in marshy a reas. Amongst liLartls. lhc garden liza rd Cal01es l'ersicolor 
and the skcii (Mabuya carinata) arc common. 
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In respect of land snakes, mentio n sho uld be made o f the blind snake 
(Typhlops), the python (Py thon molurus). the so-ca lled d o uble headed snake 
(Eryx conicus), the ra t snake Ptyas mucosus. the wo lf snake (Lycodon aulicus), 
the cat sna ke (Boiga trigonata) etc. 

The wate r snake~ a rc the chequered keel back a nd stri ped keel back. A ll the 
fou r dangerous ki llers like the Cobra, R ussel's vipe r, Ba nded krait and the 
small Ind ian viper a re a lso met with in fai r num.bcr. 

Amongst sea snakes, t he common species are the beaked sea snake 
(Enhydrina sp.) Hy drophis cyanocinctus, and the small headed sea snake 
(Microcephalop!Jis gracilis). 

The sea turtles of the area are the cJiblc green turlle (Chelonia rnydas), 
the Laggcr head (Caretta caretta) and lastly the valuable "Tortoise shell" turtle 
(Erelmochelyx imbricata.) 

Amphibians : 

Among the a mphibian<: the L;Ommone~t of the frogs arc the lnJian 
Pond Frog (Rana cyanophlyrtis). the P.Jddy-field Frog (Rana linmodwris) and the 
two edible frogs. the Gn::en Frog ( Rlma /l(!xadactyla) anJ the Indian Bull Frog 
(Rana tigrina). The Indian Toad (Bufo melanosficus) is very common. Two na rrow 
mouthed frogo; Microyphla anu Up.:n>tlon are comm)nly met with under s tones 
The tree frog rRlwcoplwrus) is somctirn<!s found on trees and bushes. 

TABLE-HI 

The following amphibian species arc likely to be found in Karaikal and Mahc : 

Common Indian names Species names 

Family- Ranid,lC 


Gcnus-f<a11a l inn,Jl'llS 


Skipping Frog Rana. cyanophlyctis (S~hneider) 

South lnd ian Frog Rana hexadacfl'la (Lesson) 

Paddy-fidd Frog Rww finmocharis li111110clwris (Wiegmann) 

Bull Frog Raua tigrina tigriua (Daudin) 
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Family- Bu fonidae 
Gen us- 81ifo Laurenti 

Common Ind ia n Toad Bufo melanosticus (Schneider) 

The following amphibian species are likely to he found in Yanam : 

Family- Ranidae 
Genus-Rana Linnaeus 

Skipping Frog 

Paddy-field Frog 

Bull Frog 

Rana cyanoph!yctis (Schneider) 

Rana limnocharis limnocharis (Wiegmann) 

Rana tigrina tigrina (Daudin) 

Family-

Gcnus-

Bufonidac 

Bufo L turcnti 

Commo n Indian Toad Bufo melanosticus (Schneider) 

The water-frog community mel with in !hili area include the skitt~ring pond 
frog (Rana cywwpldyctis), th·: Paddy-field Frog (Rana linmocharis) and the Indian 
Bull frog (Rona tigrina) and the Green frog ( Rana lwxwlaclyla). However, the bull 
frog is scarcely seen b~~ause of ils secretive habits. The toad commo nly mel 
with is Bufo melmzosticus. 

Fisbses: 

The territory ll.as a nch variety of fl<>h faun 1 in the cO.t'>L:tl waters 
(Bay of Bengal) and a lso in the numerous ponds, tan ks a nd walcr courses. 
About 175 species of fi -;hes arc known frorn Pond icherry. A new species o f eel 
Bascanichthys deranil·agalai (Menon) is known from the area. 

S harks s uch as C(lrc/Mrias sorralz, Scolio.Im sorrakowah, popul trly known 
in Tamil as the '·Sura mecn'" are common in these w tle rs. The Elcdric .Ray 
(Narcine timlei) is also known to occur here. The f.tnwu.;; Hikt (1/ i/\'(/ ili.\lta) 
occurs sporadically. Though the Oil Sardin :} is not found in plenty a-; o n the 
West Coa~l. a spec ies ot' •nrdine rdatcd to the fimner (Scm/in ,1/a .fimiJriata) ic; 
ca ught from the sea adjoi!1ing the<;.; ·1rc.t-;. The Whit.:: B til ( 4n,·ftol'iefla com•11en•nui). 
the Dorab (Chirocentrus dorab), th.; Milk 1-'tsh (Chan JS c/umos) arc som.:: of the 
clupeid· and clupeid-likc fishes found. The B,,mb.ty Duck (llarpadon nehereus) 
found plenty in the Arabian Sea also occurs here tho ugh in Jimikd n umbers. 
Amongst the carps and C<ttfishes, two specil.!s of ·'Kcndai m~cn" are founu: Labeo 
kontius anti Labeo boga. The "Ponna ikclelce" (Osteogeniosus militaris, Tt~chysuru& 

jefla. Mystus gulio anti Pseudeutropius atherinoides) arc some of the other 
calftshes caught in considerable numbcn. 
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The eel (Anguilla benghalensis) and a species of Muraenid eel arc found. 
The Half-beak (Hypor!tamp/ws gaimardi) and Gar-fish Xenentodon cancila are also 
common. MulleLs of the species Mugil tade, Mugi/ parsia and Mugif cep!talus 
are of commcn:ial value. The popular Mangoc fish ( PoZ1rnemus indicus) yields an 
isi nglass and i~ of value. M urrcls of thc species Channa gac!tua, Channa 
puncta/a and Channa strialfl are calcn in brge number:. by the poorer section 
of the community. Carangid lishes (Coral/): melanpygus. Caranx carangus) 
and Seiacnida such as Otolit!tes ruber, Pseudosciaena coibor. Sciaena dussumieri 
are also not uncommon. The Chichlid fish. Pcarlspot (Etroplus suratensis) is 
also found here. Ribbon fishes (Ji-ichiums sava/a) of commercial importance 
occur here. Common fishes such as the goby, !>Oics etc., are many. The fish fauna 
is rich and va ried and with prorer judicious management could be profi tably 
exploited (See Appendix I on page 98). 

Marine im ertcbrate fauna : 

There are fo ur m.ajor groups of marine invertebrate fauna c.ommonly met 
with in the sandy beaches along the coastal line of the Bay of Bengal. 

Polychaeta : A'> far as the rolychaela are concerned 26 specie-. belonging 
to 14 families occur commonly in I hi area. In the family Aphrodi tidac five species 
1•iz., Aphrodita acu/eata, Cayana deludens. 1/amwtlllle dictyoplwra, 11. ~inaga­

wellsis and Eutlwlellsessa diihoutiensi\' nre cac;ily available form.-.. Out of these 
Guyana deludens have a Wltk range or distribution along 1he ca-.L coast of India. 
Among the family Syllidae, Sylli.\ exilis. Trypm1o.1:1'1lis Zehra anrl 7'. misakiensis 
arc commonly met with. Next comes the family Glyceridae wherein three pccies 
1•i;; , Cll'lwa sagiltaria~. C. rouxii. G. cirrala may alc;o be found occasionally. Family 
Ncreidac having three species i.e. Nere1:1· c!Jilkpellsi.l, Platynereis dihranciJis and 
Perinereis maindroni. of which the last o ne ic; 1-.nown only from thi'> area. Among 
£he other ~pccics the following arc to be mentioned: 

Hesione pantherina (family llcsionidac). Nepthy.s dibranciJis (family 
Ncpthydidac). Diupatra neapolital/a and A ra/lella irrico/or (family Eunicidac), 
Stuloplo.r marsupia/is (f.tmily 1\riciidae). Sc:rpula rermic:ularis and Salmacina 
Dysten (family Serpulidae). St~•farioides benglwlensi.1 (family Chloraernidae), 
Stemaspis scutata (family Sterna-;piJac). Schistocomus hi/toni (f..tmily Ampharctidac), 
Nicolea gracilihranchi:. (family Ten.:bellida~.:) and Cossura delta (family Cirratulidae). 
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T A BLE lV 

General Non-Chordata 

Polychaeta (Bristle worms) 

Galtyana dell'dens Fauvel 
Perinereis maindroni Fauvel. 

Marphysa mossambica Peters. 
Ancistrosyllis rigida Fauvel. 
Syllis (7"yposyllis) exilis Gravier. 
Platynereis dumerilii (Aud. and Edwards). 

Marphysa sangulinea Montagu. 
Pisionidens indica (Aiyar and Alikunhi). 
Pisione complexa Alikunhi. 
Diopatra neapolitana Dcllec.:hiaje. 

Sipunmla (Pean111 worms) 

Sipunculus 1111(/us Linn:lcus. 

Crustacea: Class crustacea is a d iversified group having peculiar habil and 
habitat. Of the ord~r CirripeJia 14 species arc commonly met wi th. They arc sessi le 
form and attached to differcn1 kim's of sus1r<llum. These arc as follows : 

Lepas aflatifera indica, Trilasmis mill'lla. T. a•Hvf?dalum, Octolavmis tridens 
0. ll'arwirkii. 0. wavii. 0. lowei. 0. cor. 0. am~ufata, Balanus fon~tinostrum 

Krusadiensis. B. amphitrite conummis. B. tintinnalmlum tintimzabulwn. B. Sinnu­
pen~is and B. lmekianus. 

Among the order Iso poda and Stomatopoda not many specie~ arc known 
from this locality. Mention e:tn be nnde of Ligia (orJ~r lsopoda), Squi/la and 
Lysiosctuilla (onkr Stomatopod,t). 

OrJ~r D.:capoJa is a n important group from the com:nerci tl p0int of view. 
More than si\LY species of cr,tbs .wd prawns ,trc known to occur in Pondichcrry. 
In Lhe sub-ord.;r ( .'.facrura Pcnaeu.~ indicux. P. 11umoclon. P. st•ntiwlcatus, 
Afetapenaeus monoC<'ros, M. dobsoni, M. hrevicomi.~· and in the "llb-order lJrm;hyura 
St~vfla :.errata. Pnrtunus pelagicu.\". P. sanguinvlentus ar.; most important species 
supporting commercial fishery of the arc<L 

Olher forms of this order Emerita, Alhunea/, Clibanarius. Diogenes, 
Coenohita, Polivnex, Pachyclwfes. Porcel/ana. Matula, Cafappa. Dorippe are known 
from this arcn.. 
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Mollusca : In the eta-,), G.1slropoda all the order have the1r r0presentatives 
in this a rea. Haliotis. Patella. Nerira and Nererina of the order 1\ohaeogas­
lropoda, Lillorina. TurritC'IIa Planaxis, Cerithidea, Natica. Cyprea. Gyrineum. 
Cymatium, Bursa. Tona of the order Magagastropoda, Murex. Druba. Thais. 
Babylonia. Nassa. Oli1•ia. Ancilla, X anew of the order St.!noglossa. lfydetina. Bulla. 
Aplysia of the order Pleurococla are the common forms available in the intertidal 
area. Onchidium (order Stylommatophora) and !>Ome other genera of the above 
named order might b~ occasionally found in thi-; area. 

Among the class Pclecyp~da Area. 'vfodiolus. Pecten. Ostrea and Crassostrea 
of the order Taxodonta and Lucinia, Cardium. Meretrix, Venus. Paphia. Donax 
and Plwlas or the order Eulamcllibranchiala arc common inhabitants or this area. 

Class Cephalopoda is represented by only Sepia. Lvligo and Oclopus. 

TASLE- Y 

Mollusca 

FAMILY 

- Patellidae Cellana radiata Born 

- Trochidae Trochus radiatus Grnclin. 
Umbonium vestiarium Linnaeus. 

- Turritellidae Turritella attenuata R eve. 
Turritella duplicata Linnaeus. 

- Archilcclonidac Archilectonica perspectil•a Linnacus. 

Potamididae Tdescopiu111 lefescopium Linnacus. 

- Calyplraeidac Crucibulum extinc/Omm Lamarck. 

- Naticidac Po/ynices mamilla Linnaeus. 
Natica ligrinn Roding. 

- Muric idac Murex tribulu.\ Linnacus. 

- Nassariidae Bul/ia (Dorsanum) l'ittatu Li nnaeus. 

- Oiividac 0/ira ispidula Li nnacus. 

- Arcidac Anadara granosa Linnacu~ . 

Area inaequi••alvi~ Bruguierc. 

- Mytilidae M yti/us 1•iridi.f. 

- Plcriidac Pine/ada vulgaris Sohu mach.er. 

- Pecti nidae Pecten lranquebarius Grnelin. 
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-Cardiidae Cardium asiaticum Bruguiere. 

- Veneridae Meretrix casta Chemnitz. 
Paphia textile Gmelin. 
Dosinia modesta Sowerby. 
Sunefla scripta Linnaeus. 

- Mactridae Mactra tllfenuata Deshaycs. 
.\tlactrimila plicararia Linnaeus. 
Mactra mera Reeve. 

- Donaoidae Donax scort11111 Li nnaeus. 

- Tellinidae Tel/ina cmgulata Gmelin. 

- Pito ladidae Pholus (Monothyra) orienta/is Gmelin. 

Echinodermata : Most of the sp.xies belonging t.J this group a re from 
the intertidal and shallow water zone. When the hightide recedes Sea Stars. 
Sea Urchins, Sand Dolla rs a nd Brittle Stars are found lying on the sandy seashore. 

A~teroidea are readily identified by their ~hap.! like that of sL1r hence 
the name Sea Star. Among the Sea Stars common forms are Asrropecren indicus, 
A . monocanthus and A po/yacamlms, Luidia maCLtlata. Goinodiscus far(tcu/aris, 
Asterodiscus e/eganv a nd some species of prolo reaster. 

Echinoidea are commonly known as Sea Un;hins, Heart Urchins and 
Sa nd Dollars. As ubiquitou-> and conspicuous inhlbitants of the sea, the 
echinoids easi ly attract the attention of the slto re visitor. Not many species are 
known from thi~ plac.:c. A. m'mg them Sahnacif hi~·olor rt'1d Temnl)p/eurus lorewnaricus 
(family-Tcrn nopleurid:.te) Clypeaster humilis (family-Clypeasteridac), Eclrinometra 
nwtlwei (family- Echino mctridae) are common. 

Ophiuroidc:t arc commonly known as Serpent Stars due to snake like 
appearance of the arms or as Brittle Stars from the tendency of the arms Lo brc,lk 
easily. Usually ava ilable forms arc Ophiogymna lineata. Ophioenemi,\ inarmorata. 
Ophiothri.Y accedens and 0. variegata. They all belong to the family Ophiotrichidae. 
The family Ophiocornidac includes the forms Ophiocomel/a and Ophionereis may 
also be found occasionally. 

Holothuroidca arc usually known as S.!a Cucumbers. This group i::. commer­
cially important for its usc in Trcpang industry. The forms usually exploited fo r 
this purpose, avai lable in this ar.::a are Holothuria atra, H. scabra, II . eduris· 
S t i clropus vari ega/us and A ctinop y~a echi11i1es. Bt:sides these ;tcautlina australis 
and Chondrocloea recta are a lso present in thi~ a rea. 
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Crinoids are commonly known as Sea Lily and Feather Star. Tlus group 
shows its marked absence in this area. Rarely some washed ashore forms such as 
Lampometra and Comate/la are found. 

APPENDIX- I 

1. Species of fresh water fish recorded from Pondicberry and Karaikal: 

Family - Cyprinidae 

Bagridae 

Schilbeidae 


Bclonidae 


Cyprinodontidae 

Channidae 

Ambassidae 

Anabantidae 

Gobiidae 

* * 

Chela clupeoides (Bloch) 

Chela laubuca (Hamilton) 

Esomus barhatus (Jcrdon) 

Rasbora daniconius (Hamilton) 

Labeo calbasu (Hamilton) 

Labeo boga (Hamilton) 

Labeo kontius (Jerdon) 

Puntius cho/a (Hamilton) 

Puntius dorsalis (Jcrdon) 

Puntius filamentosus (Cuv. & Val.) 

Puntius sarana (Hamilton) 

Puntius (Sarana) pinnauralus (Day) 

Puntius sophore (Hamilton) 

Tachysurus jella (Day) 


Mystus gulio (Hamilton) 

Mystus l'illatus (Bloch} 


Pseudeutropius atherinoides (Bloch) 


Xenentodon cancila (Hanlilton) 


Aplochei/us panchax (Hamilton) 

Oryzias melastigma (McClelland) 


Channa gachua (Hamilton) 
Channa /eucopunctata (Sykes) 
Channa puncta/a (Bloch) 
Channa striata (Bloch) 

Ambassis ranga (Hamilton) 

Anabas testudineus (Bloch) 

Glossogobius giuris (Hanlilton) 

* 



2. List of marine fishes met with in the Territory. 

Family-Orectolobidae .. 

Carcharhinidae .. 

Rhinobatidae 

Trygonidac 

Myliobatidae 

Torpedinidae 

Clupeidae 

Engraulidae 

Cbirocenlrida.e 

Chanidac 

Synodidae 

Chiloscy/lium griseum (Muller and Henle) 

Corchorhinus sorrah (M. & H.) 
Ga/eocerdo cw•ieri (Le Sueur) 

Rhinobotos granulatus (Cuvier) 

Da.syotis (Himonturo) uarnak (Forskal) 

Da.syatis (Amphotistius) zugei (M.&H.) 
Gymnuro (Gymnura) micruro (Schneider) 

Gymnura (Gymnura) poecilura (Shaw) 

Aerobatus flagellum (Bloch & Schneider) 

Narcine brwmea (Annanda le) 


Norcine timlei (BI. & Schn.) 


Narke dipterygia (BI. & Schn.) 


Dussumieria acuta (Cuvier & Valenciennes) 

Sordinel/o jimbriota (Cuvier & Valenciennes) 


Sardinell a me/anura (Cuv.) 


Sardinella sindensis (Day) 


Sordinella sirn1 (Walbaum) 


Hi/sa ilisha (Hamilton) 


Pellona ditchela (Cuv. & Val.) 


Anodontostoma chacunda ( Ham.) 


Setipinna taty (Cuv. & Val.) 

Anchol'iella indica (Van Hassell) 

Thrissocles dussumieri (Cuv. & Val.) 

Thrissocles malobaricus (Bloch) 

Thrissocles my.stax (Bloch & Schneider) 

Thrissocles purava (Ham.) 

Thri:;soc/es setirostris (Brousonet) 

Chirocentrus dorab (Forskal) 

Chonos chonos (Forsk.) 

Saurido tumbil (Bloch) 
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Ariidae 

Muraenidae 

Ophichthyidac 

Hcm1rhamphida 

Sphyracnoidac 

Mugilidae 

Polynemidac 

Sillaginidae 

Lactariidae 

Rachycenlridae 

Carangidae 

Lmjanidae 

Nemiptcndae 

Lciogna lhidae 

Gerriuae 

Sciaenidac 

Kyphosidae 

Osteo~eneiosus militaris (Linnaeus) 
Tachysurus ;ella (Day) 

Gymnothorax puncrara (BI. Schn.) 

Bascanicluhys deranivagalai (Menon) 

1/yporhamphus gaimardi (Cuv. & Val. ) 

Sphyraena jel/o (Cuv. & Val.) 
Sphyraena obtu;,ata (Cu\. & Val.) 

Mugil parsia ( llam.) 

Polydactylus sexrarius (81. Schn.) 

Sill ago .\ihama l Forsk.) 

Lactarius lacrarius (BI. Schn.) 

Rachycentron canadus (Linn.) 

Atropus atropus (BI. Schn .) 

Caranx (caranx) carangus (Bl. Schn .) 

Megalaspis cordyla (Linn.) 

Chorinemus sancti-petri (Cuv. & Val.; 

Chorinemus lyscm (Forsk.) 

Chorinemus rata (Cuv. & Val.) 


Lutianus jolmii (Bloch) 

Nemipterus japonicw, (BI. J 

Leiognathus fasciatus (Lacep) 
Leiognarhus insicliator (Bl.) 
Leiognathus lineolarus (Cuv. & Val.) 
Leiognatlws spt..mdens (Cuv.) 
(iaz=a minuta (BI.) 

Gerres jilamentosus (Cuv.) 

Jolmius maculatus (BI. & Schn.) 
Otolithes ar~enteus (Cuv. & Val.) 
Pseudosciaena coihor (Ham.) 
Sciaena dussumieri (Cuv. & Val.) 

Kyphosus cineroscens (Forsk.) 
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Family 

Bombylidae 

Culicidae 

Conopidac 

Ephippidac £phippus orhis (Bl.) 

Drepanidac Drepane puncta/a (Linn.) 

Siganidae Siganus oramin (Bl. & Schn.) 

Trichi u ridae Tric:hiurus sal'ala (Cuv.) 

Scombridae Ras1ell~r:er kanagurta (Cuv.) 

Stromatcidac Pampus chinensis (Euphrason) 

Gobiidac Glossogobius giuris (Ha m.) 
Boleophthalmus hoddarti (Pallas) 

Platyccphalidae . . Plarycephalus indicus (Linn.) 
Plarycephalus scaber (Linn.) 

Bothidac Pseudorhombus triocellatus (Bl. & Schn .) 

Cynoglossidac Cynoglossus lingua (Ham.) 
Cynoglossus macrolepidotus (Bikr.) 

Echencidae Echeneis naucrates (Linn.) 

Tricanthjdac Trica11tlw~ indicus ( Regan) 

Tetraodontidae .. Ar1hrin stellatus (Bl. & Schn.) 
Chelonodon fluviatilis (Ha m.) 
Castrophysus lunaris (BI. & Schn.) 
Lagocephalus inermis (Temm. & Schleg.) 
Troquigener oblongus (Bl.) 

APPENDJX- U 

Tnsccls 

Diptern 

Name of species Locality 

Bombylins albosparsus Big Pondichcrry 

Anopheles tessel/atus Theo Pondiohcrry 

A . Vagus Doilitz. 

Psysoceplwla calopus Big Pondioherry 
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Family Name of species Locality 

Asilidae Asilus Asilus nigrimystaceus Macq. Pondicherry 

Asilus Asilus trifarius Macq. 

Bactria maculatus Fabr. 

Calliphoridae flimipyrellia pulchra Wd. 

Muscidae Musca domestica. 

Orthoptera 

Acrididae 	 Aiolopus offinis Boliver. 

Onya velon Fabr. 

Blattidac 	 Therea petiveriana Linn. 

!sop/era 

There ic; no record in literature of any termites from Karaika l, Mahe 
and Yanam in particular. However the fi rst record of any termite from lndia 
was from Tarangambadi, which is very close Lo Karaikal a nd il is very li kely that 
the following c;pecies also occur in those areas: 

Anacantlwtermes 1•iarum Ko.nig. 

Macrotermes com•ulsionarius Konig. 

Odontotermes redemanni Wasman. 

APPENOl X- 111 

Palcozoology 

(Animal Fossils) 

Family- Trocleidac : 	 Calliostoma dyscritum C'ossm. 

Calliostoma inaequiliratum Cossm. 

Family-Riss0Jdac 	 Rissoina bonneti Cossm. 

Family- Turritellidae : 	 Turritella tjadjariensi.\· Mart. 

Turritella encosmeta Cossm. 

Turritel/a endeli Cossm. 

Turritella tr!(unis Cossm. 
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Family-Mathildidae : 

Family-Solariidae : 

Family-Vcrmetidae : 

Family-Cerilhiidae : 

Family-Melanellidae : 

Family- Pyramidellidae : 

Family-Capulidae : 

Family-Calyptraeidae : 

Family- Xcnophoridae : 

Family-Stromoidae : 

Mathildia bonneti Cossm. 

So/ariel/a distinguenda Cos sm. 

So/ariel/a amblygoniata Cossm. 

So/ariel/a pach I'Ozoder var. bonneti. 

Solariella karikalensis Cossm. 

So/ariel/a pachyozoder Cos sm. 

Solarium karikalensis Cossm. 

Solarirtm cf. nit ens. 

Vermetus ja1•amts. 

Cerithium (l'ertagus) bonneti Cossm. 

Cerithidea ~:ibbulosa. 

Cerithidea trifimata Cossm. 

Rhinoda1•is bonneti Cossm. 

Hemicerithium inopinatum. 

£ulima grandis Cossm. 

H1iso marmorata. 

Pyramidella balteata. 

Syrnola karikalensis. 

Capulus bonneti Co~sm. 

Crepirfula (siphnpatella) subcentra/is Cossm. 

Crepidula (siphopatella) cf. Walshi. 

Crucibulum (Bicatillus) cnnulatum. 

Xenophora (Tugurium). 

Rime/fa margaritae Cossm. 

Rimella cancellat.:J. 

Strombus cf. 1•ariahlis. 
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Family Naticidae 

Family- Casl>idiuae : 

Family-Cymatiidac : 

Family- Bursidac : 

Famil) Pirulidac : 

Family- Thabidac : 

Family- Muricid :tc : 

Family· Columbcllidae 

Fami ly- Bucciniuac : 

Stigmaulax aratulum Cossm. 


Sigare!US bonneti co,sm. 


Natica .fnrskali. 


Nmica marochiensi.f var. luridu. 


Natica ( Ploynices) martini Cossm. 


fl/01ica (Mamilla) cf. melanowoma. 


Natica prosthenoglossa Co~~m. 


Natica rhvridozodes Cossm. 


Nmica ro:.wlinu. 


Cassis ( Casmaria) hmmeti. 


Semicassi.~ ( Bezoardica) cf. glanca. 


Sl!micassis (Bezoardica) l'lrigata. 


Persona (Distortris) reticular a Linn . 

Remella hituherculuris Lam. 

Rand/a margaritula Co~sm. 

Pl'rula ruticula/a. 

Cymia sacelftml {Chcmn). 

tHurex honnet i Cossm. 


Afurex ( Muricopsis) diurti. 


/I!urn ( Muricid<'a) infratulam,· Cossm. 


Trphis (Trphinellus) letrogoniatus Cossm. 


Anarhis crassico.Hota Cnssm. 


It!ia simplex Mart. 


IIindsia mekranic:a V red. 


Latrunculus canaliculatw. 


Lutnmculus (Ehuma) .1p1ratus L1nn. 


Lamuu:ulus (Ebumu) occlusnv Cos-.m. 


Siplwnalia (Perrion) /wptozodes Cossm. 


Plws macrostoma Cossrn. 


Tritonidea (Cam horus) tranqueharira (Marllnl). 


Larrunculus (Peridipsaccuv). 
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Family- Galeodidae : 

Family-Nas~ariidae : 

Family- Fascio lariidac : 

Family-Oiividae : 

Family Mitridac : 

Family- Turbinellidae : 

Fam.ily-Vasidne : 

Family-Cancellariidae : 

Melongeno (Pungilina) octocoswta Cossm. 


Nas.fa (Hinia) karika/ensis Co<ssm. 


Nassa (Hinia) colpophora Cossm. 


Nassa (Telasco) ••erbeeki Marl. 


Nasso (Amycla) dimorpl!a Cossm. 


Nassa o••wn Cossm. 


Nassa (hebro) bonneti Cossm .. 


Nassa (Niotha) gemmulata. 


Cyllene 1•arians Cossm. 


Fusus perplexus Adams. 


Clarilithes inopinatus Cosc;m. 

Oliva (Neocylindrus) mustelina Lam. 

0/il·a (Neocylindrus) irisan.'J Lam. 

0/il•anci/laria gibbosa Born. 

0/ivanci//aria (Agaronia) acuminata Lam. 

Ancilla (Sparel/a) cinnamomea Lam. 

Ancilla (Spare/lina) candida Lam. 

Ancilla (Aiocospira) tomattl Cossm. 

0/il'a cheribonensis. 

Mitra (canc:il/a) jlullllm!u Quoy. 

Mitra (cancil/a) circu/ata Kicn. 

Turhine/la pinon Linn. 


Tudicula spiri/lu.1 Linn . 


Stn•ptosiphon cnnderti. 


Srreptosiplwn macrospira Cossm. 


Merica asperella Lam. 


Merica rerbeeki Mart. 


Trigonostoma crispatum Sow. 


Trigonosloma honneti Cossm. 


Trigonostomu tjibaliungense Mart. 
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Family-Marginellidac : Marginella (Eratoidea) bonneti Cossm. 

Marginella (Eratoidea) k arikalensis Cossm. 

Marginella (Glabella) oligoptycha Cossm. 

Cryptospira (Gibberula) tectiformis Cossm. 

Cryptospira (Gibberula) cuneata Cossm. 

Cryptospira (Gibberula) glandina (Vclain) Cossm_ 

Family-Conidae : Conus (Leptoconus) cosmetulus Cossm. 

Conus (Leptoconus) bonneti Cossm. 

Conus (Lept oconus) anlacophorus Cossm. 

Conus (Leptoconus) rimineus Reeve. 

Conus (Lithoconus) malaivus Hwass. 

Conus (Lit hoconus) nga•,ianus Mart. 

Conus (Litlwconus) litera/us Linn. 

Conus (Lithoconus) karikalensis Cossm. 

Conus (Dendroconus) figulinus Linn . 

Conus (Dendroconus) quercinus Hwass. 

Conus (Chelyconus) subvimineus Cossrn. 

Family-Terebridac : Terehra (Myurella) mariesi A. Smith. 

Terebrn (Myurella) cancellata Quoy. 

Terehra (Myurella) curningi Desh. 

Terebra (Myurella) cingulifera Lam. 

Terebro (Myurella) karikalensis Vrcd. 

Terebra (Duplicaria) of. onomala Gray. 

Terebra (Hastula) continuicosta Cossm. 

Family-Turridae : Pleurotoma cf. crispa Lam. 

Pleurotoma (Hemipleurotoma) bonneti Cossm. 

Pleurotoma (!Jemipleurotoma) cingulifera Lam. 

Clavatula (Perrona) unisulcata Cossm. 

Surcula jal'ana Linn. 

Surcula streptopleura Cossm. 
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Surcula tubercula/a Gray. 

Dril/ia ferenuda Cossm. 

Drillia bonneti Cossm. 

Dri/lia (Brachytoma) karikalensis Cossm. 

Drillia (Crassispira) sacra Reeve. 

Drillia (Crassispira) sinensis Hinds. 

Drillia (Crassispira) quadricarinata Cossm. 

Drillia (Crassispira) adelomorplza Cossm. 

Mangilia (Ciatlturella) costicrenata Cossm. 

Mangilia (Cia!hurella) karikalensis Cossm. 

Swecula (Turdcula) lirocostara Cossm. 

Daphne/fa (Raphitoma) mirocostriata Cossm. 

Mangilia Houdasi Cossm. 

Astltenotoma terebralis Cossm. 

Raphitoma crenicostata Co<>sm. 

C!atl!urella bicrenara Cossm. 


Family-Actaeonidac : Actaeon (Solidula) solidu!us Linn. 

Actaeon (Solidula) or. affinis A. Adams. 

Actaeon (Solidula) bonneti Cossm. 

Family-Ringiculidae : Ringicula bormeti Cossm. 

Family- Atyidae : Atys (Aiicula) panaulax Cossm. 

Family- Denta lidae : Denta!ium prorei(orma Cossm. 

VII. Climate 

Poodicherry Region : 

Situated well will1in the tropics ncar 12° N latitude on the east coasL of 
India, Pondicherry experiences a bot and tropical maritime type of climate 
characterised by small daily range of temperature, humid weatl1er and moderate 
rainfal l. There is no clear demarcation of seasons. However. Lhe summer may be 
taken to last from March to June followed by the period of the south-west 
monsoon wh.ich lasts upto September. The months of October and November 
constitute the main north-east monsoon season. There is no real cool weather 
season. but the period from December Lo February is relatively cool. 




